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PREFACE. 



COURTEOUS HEADER, 

X HE following letters, containing various cases 
of conscience, have at different times been sent to 
me; and such answers have been given to them 
as the God of all grace hath enabled me to write. 

My intention was to have left them behind 
me in manuscript, for others to burn, or to publish, 
as they thought proper, after my decease; but 
many persons having solicited me for more num- 
bers of the * Epistles of Faith,' to amuse them- 
selves with in the winter evenings, hath induced 
me to send as many of them out at once as I 
could well put in a sizeable volume; and, as the 
Epistles of Faith are now the property of Mr. 
Terry, I have, by way of distinction, called these 
letters Living Epistles, which name, I think, 
they will bear, being most of them, if not all 
(according to my judgment), written by persons 
whom the living God hath quickened. 

When there is a shaking among the dry bones, 
and a gathering together to the standard, and 
grievous complaints that all hopes are cut off; 
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when sinners begin to come to themselves, and 
feel a spiritual famine in the land, and complain 
that they shall perish with hunger; when there 
is among them a coming with humble confession 
of sins, and begging the bread of heaven; when 
the spirit is wounded, and the patient is crying 
for the good physician; when barrenness is felt, 
and the living God thirsted after, as the hart after 
the water brook; when reproof enters deeper 
into .their hearts than a hanklred stripes into the 
ba€k of a fool; when the curse of the' law felt in 
the conscience makes them hunger and fhi^rst 
after righteousness; when they are drcyve out of 
their refuges of lies; when they can na longer 
settle upon their lees; when they find that this 
is not their rest, because it is polluted ; when the 
earnest desires of their souls are going out after 
Christ day anxl night; when they ate flying from 
the wrath to come, and are inquiring their way 
to Zion with their faces thitherward i when fears, 
guilt, wrath, torment,^ and death, are pursuing 
them, and they are catching at the Rock for the 
want of a shelter; when nothing but sin and 
death appears, and nothing but Christ is wanted; 
we may conclude, in a judgment of charity, and 
truth too, that such souls are under the promised 
breathings of the Spirit of life. 

The Reader will hear in these letters different 
cries from different quarters, all the way from the 
gates of hell to the portals of heaven; some in 
darkness, and some in light; some in adversity, 
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and some in prosperity; some ia the stocks, and 
some in the large room ; some with their feet well 
uigh slipping, and others standing in an even 
place; some mourning, and others piping; some 
in the prison, and some in the guest-chamber; 
some perishing, and others banquettijig; some 
sick, and some in health; some in labour, and 
some brought forth; some at the breast, and some 
at the table with strong meat. But, if my reader 
be in the ways of Zion, and acquainted with her 
travellers, he need not be informed about these 
things; he will see whe^e they are by the eye of 
his own faith, and know what path they are on 
by comparing their steps 'with his own journal : 
and that his notes may taUy with theirs to his 
own satisfaction, and that he may peruse their 
travel? to his own profit, is the desire and prayer 
of, 

Courteous Reader, 

Thy willing servant in Christ Jesus, 

W. H. 
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LIVING TESTIMONIES, 



LETTER I. 
To the Rev. Mn Huntington. 

REVEREND AND DEAR SIR, 

I WROTE a letter with an intention to send you 
ever since the 15th of April, 1789; and the Rev* 
Mr. V. of P. was to come to London, and give it 
into your hands, but he did not ccMne: but now 
having an opportunity by a friend to send you a 
few lines, I have taken the liberty to write, 
hoping this will find you and your family in good 
health. 

Sir, I have longed to see you again at B. ever 
since I heard you there, for it pleased the Lord 
to make you a blessing to me, in removing a 
doubt which for many years weighed down my 
very soul, and caused me to hang down my head 
at times like a bulrush; which doubt seemed to 
vanish when you preached from these words in 
the prophet Isaiah, chap. i. S7; ** Zion shall be 
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redeemed with judgment, and her converts with 
righteousness ;" which words you was enabled to 
handle, by divine assistance, as a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed. When you made 
the inquiry who they were that he did redeem ; 
did he redeem all? You said your Bible told you 
that there were vipers and goats, that he did not 
redeem; which words opened such a scene in the 
word of God to my view, that the Bible became 
like a new book to me. I saw such beauty in the 
distinguishing love of a dear Redeemer, that I 
can in some measure say, against all the tempta- 
tions of Satan, against all the allurements of the 
world, and against all the strug^glings of fallen 
nature, by a ^mall spark of living faith, that Jesus 
is mine and I am his. O, my dear sir, who can 
tell, or what tongue pan express, the beauty^ the 
desirableness, and the gathering home of the 
mind and affections there is between Christ and 
the soul, when the divine union takes place! 

But now, my dear sir, I will just give you a 
short account of the manner in which the Lord 
^vas pleased to shine upon me. From my infancy 
I had many convictions; but as I grew up to 
manhood those convictions seemed to wear off, 
though not altogether; for sometimes I have been 
driven to fear death, judgment, and hell, to that 
degree, that I have been afraid lest the devil 
should carry me away body and soul: but, when 
I was about seven and twenty years^ old, it pleased 
the I/)rd to open such a scene, by conviction in 
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my soul, of the depth of my fallen nature, that I 
was brought to cry, from a heart-felt sense of my 
danger, God be merciful to me a sinner! Sleep, at 
this time, in a great measure departed from my eyes, 
and slumber from my eyelids, for weeks and months 
together; so that my whoLe employment seemed to 
be to know how I could escape the wrath to come. 
But it pleased the Lord, in my deep extremity, to 
point me to Jesus by faith, through his eternal Spirit 
making manifest to my poor soul that the law 
which I had broken was fulfilled by the obedience 
of Christ, and that by his death all the demands 
of justice were satisfied; so that I saw that God 
could be just, and the justifier of them that believe 
in Jesus. 

Then I began to inquire after the people that 
feared the Lord, and thought upon his name; 
and, living at that time at Kingswood, I joined 
Mr. Wesley's connection, and after some time it 
pleased the Lord to open my mouth among them, 
so as an occasional preacher I was pennitted on 
Sabbath days to go round the country to preach 
Christ to the people. But there was, after some 
time, a whispering among the preachers that I 
did not preach methodist doctrine; from which 
there arose first a shyness, and then some con- 
tests ; and I believe for about twelve years before 
I was separated from them we could not agree, 
for I could never believe that a child of God that 
is justified co^ld ever perish, but that he finally 
should be saved : but the doubt that stuck with 
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me was this, whether or no there was not some 
time in a man's life that he might be called, and, 
rejecting that call, might perish eternally. But 
the vipers and the goats settled this with me; so 
that, like a giant refreshed with new wine, I went 
forth in the strength of the Lord, pulling down 
man, and setting up the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
only Saviour and foundation of a sinner's hope: 
so there was soon after a separation. 

And now, sir, I have a little meeting of my 
own in B. and a few scattered ones that attend 
me. And, if ever it should please the Lord to 
send you again to B. my heart, my door, and my 
people, I believe, will be thankful and glad to 
receive you, and shall esteem it as a favour, and 
render, I hope, all honour and praise to him to 
whom it is due. Sir, I should take it as a favour^ 
if by the bearer you would send me a few lines. 
Please to direct them to me at R. M. Wine-street, 
B. May the Lord bless you in your body, in your 
soul, in your family, in your church, giving you 
many souls for your hire, that against all opposi- 
tions from professors, for I hear you have many, 
you may see of the travail of the dear Redeemer's 
soul and be satisfied, is the prayer of your unwor*- 
thy son in the gospel of Jesus Christy 

R.M. 
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LETTER II. 
To Mr. R. M. at B. 

DEAR 8IR, 

I RECEIVED your letter with thankfulness to God 
for his goodness to you, and for making choice 
of my mouth to solve your long perplexing doubt. 
I have long thought that a bigotted Papist, a self- 
sufficient Arminian, and an hardened Antinomian, 
are the hardest souls to work upon of any that 
ever came under my observations; and working 
upon such may truly be called plowing upon a 
rock. But is there any thing too hard for the 
Lord? All that are ordained to eternal life must 
. come to Christ for life. The children of the free- 
woman must receive the truth, that the truth may 
make them free; and, if they err in spirit, they ^ 
shall come to understanding; and, if they murmur, 
they shall learn doctrine. 

You are a living witness of the truth of God s 
election, being a subject of discriminating grace, 
and a pillar and ground of this great and glorious 
truth; for who but God hath made thee to differ 
from those that thou art separated from? who are 
left under the .deception, to stumble upon the 
dark mountains, and to wander in a wilderness 
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where there is no way, no way cast up, no way 
consecrated, no way of access opened; but a way 
of their own devising, a crooked path, and whoso- 
ever walketh therein shall not know peace; de- 
struction and misery being in all their ways, and 
the way of peace they have not known. 

You inform me that a wonderful field is 
opened to you. True; but thou wilt see greater 
things than these; thy path will shine more and 
more even to perfect day, and thou wilt have 
many open visions of the glory that is within the 
vail; which sweetly convinces the heaven-born 
soul that the gates and everlasting doors, which 
once lifted up their heads to receive our forerun- 
ner, are not closed against his faithful followers. 
Our rapturous thoughts, our heavenly minds, our 
renewed and divinely inflamed affections, our faith, 
and our hope, are often admitted into the holy of 
holies, ascending (like the angels) and descending 
upon the son of man, and frequently return with . 
sweet entertainment. Yea, we are raised up and 
made to sit together representatively in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus. 

And, " As you have received Christ, so walk 
ye in him;" make straight paths for your feet; 
and cleanse your way, by taking heed thereto 
according to his word. Be fully persuaded in 
your own mind respecting every truth, and hold 
fast the form of sound words, and the doctrine 
contained in them ; and see that you have God's 
unconditional yea and amen to support every 
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thing you embrace and hold forth; and set up 
your way marks as you go on, and then you will 
know where to look, and where to refer in' every 
dispute and coiitroversy. For, although you are 
escaped out of the snare of the fowler, yet the 
fowler will try to ensnare you again. He has 
more traps than one; he can come as an assailant 
with an army of terrors, and he can come as a 
visitor and applaud the prophet; he could teach 
Eve how to obtain wisdom, and set the Jews to 
blaspheme, and abuse the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and then beat his own vassals, and send them out 
of the house both wounded and naked for doing 
it; he can cry up the servants of the most high 
God, that shew the way of salvation, when he 
thinks it will exasperate the magistrates, and then 
set the rulers to whipping them when he has 
done. Acts xvi. 17? 33- He can shine with a false 
ray in the head of Judas, and make his light dark- 
ness; and withdraw from the heart that is in his 
own possession, and let the sinner attend the word 
preached so as to have his natural affections 
stirred up by it, insomuch that he receives the 
word with joy; and then come back and steal 
away from his memory every word that he has 
heard, and make him as barren as before. Two 
devils can lay their heads together, one to blow 
up the pride of a graceless professor, and turn him 
into the likeness of a minister of Christ, until he 
shall call himself an apostle, a false apostle, a 
deceitful worker, S Cor. xi. 13—15; the other 
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devil, by divine permission, shall go and torment 
some poor sinner with madness, and this mad 
devil shall stir up other sinners to go and call for 
that false apostle to come and cast him out in the 
name of Jesus; and he comes and commands the 
devil to depart at his bidding, and he goes ; and 
both have served their own turn, and gained their 
own ends. The false apostle thinks himself more 
than man, and gains credit with the people, which 
paves the way for more mischief; and the dispos- 
sessed takes it for granted that he is converted, 
•and attends the ministry of the false apostle. 
This is infernal policy, and is the stratagem of 
that diabolical council, called the gates of hell; 
and Christ detects it as such, " Many will say 
unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
eaten, &c. in thy presence, and in thy name cast 
out devils?" and yet he bids them depart, and 
calls them workers of iniquity : but, if it was the 
Holy Spirit's work, it could never be so called. 
But this whole business is called working iniquity, 
for the whole of it was done by the devils only 
to deceive the children of men, and trouble the 
churches by sowing tares among the wheat. 
" The wheat are the children of the kingdom, 
and the tares are the children of the wicked one.'* 
Nor does the devil ever deceive more than 
when he turns reformer. To equip a minister of 
his for this work, he generally sends him out 
with a sound creed in his mouth at first, in order 
to pave his way into the affections of those who 



Digitized by 



Google 



15 

have orthodox heads: this establishes him as a 
pastor over them. He now visits them constantly 
till he gets into their affections; this is zealously 
affecting them, but not well: he then brings forth 
a little at a time of the bane of his heart, and 
covers it with zeal for the law and practical holi- 
ness; and this walking in craftiness makes him 
admired as a man of piety. Conscience some- 
times lashes him as a deceiver, which often draws 
tears from his eyes in the pulpit; this passes for 
tenderness of heart and gospel meekness; ^^ Blessed 
are the meek." He shews an uncommon regard 
for poor sinners, and uses the most pressing invi- 
tations to bring them all to Christ; and has now 
and then a hard throw at those who make the 
gate of life so strait, and the way to it so narrow, 
by running with God's decree of election in their 
mouths, and warns his audience against uncharit- 
ableness; this passes for pious zeal and candour. 
But God calls such work making the heart of 
the righteous sad, and strengthening the hands 
of evil doers; and certainly it is feeding the hypo- 
crite, and starving the saint In short, the doc- 
trines of God's sovereignty and discriminating 
grace, faithfully handled, are the greatest bane to 
such a man, and a lively sound Christian is his 
worst enemy; but the hypocrite in Zion is his 
best friend and greatest favourite: and this is the 
devil turned reformer. But I trust thou art not 
ignorant of Satan's devices. If thou shunnest 
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these things, thou shalt be a good minister of 
Jesus Christ Adieu. 

W.H. S.S. 



LETTER III. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, 

I PRESUME to send the following account for 
your encouragement, that while an erring world 
reflectSj you may still be enabled to pray, preach, 
and write, for the benefit of those whom God has 
humbled, and will most gladly receive the same 
as for their souls* benefit. 

My wife has now brought into the world her 
seventh child : but a few months since, having a 
thoughtof her wants at such times, she mentioned 
it to a neighbour who she thought had it in her 
power to spare a trifle for the occasion; but, 
instead of that, she said to my wife, * Did you 
ever read Mr. Huntington's Bank of Faith'? My 
wife said, * No.' * Well,* says our neighbour, * I 
will lend it to you; and though there are many 
things in it which I think are wrong, yet let me 
hear your opinion concerning it.* 
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My wife brought it home, and read it; and, 
dear sir, we can inform you that God came to us 
with the book, forasmuch as my wife and myself 
are both enabled in a more free and frequent 
manner to commit ourselves unto him. Indeed, 
sir, we have hitherto too slightly laid our case 
before the Lord, making our wants first known 
to man, who sometimes has thrown our requests 
in our faces. 

It has pleased an all-wise God to bring us 
about much in the same way as he has brought 
you. We have known the want of bread for 
years, though it has pleased him these two last 
years to make it a little better for us. We have 
often seen the hand of God in unthought-of ways 
releasing us : sometimes when we have had nothing 
for our children to eat, we have remarked they 
have not asked for it. 

Happy would it have been for us, if we could 
have as fully committed ourselves unto the all- 
wise Disposer as you were enabled to do. But, 
blessed be God, we find more power to do it now. 
The Lord be pleased to give us more of this confi- 
dence, and continue it to us, so long as we shall 
liave to struggle here below. 

Surely we can say, respecting the book put 
into our hands, that the Lord came with it; for 
that every line seems to sympathize with us, 
* There is the thing we suffered.' Surely w^e can 
say, God gave you to commit it to the press for 

VOL. XIII. c 
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us, and for others before us, and for others after 
us into whose hands it shall fall! 

We were obliged to return the book : the Lord 
enable us to purchase it, that we may have it with 
us continually, and lend it to others, unto whom 
we should think it a blessing! For, dear sir, there 
are thousands in the world that it would be better 
to than a present of ten pounds; though at the 
first not so gladly received, yet afterwards such 
would find the good, and be enabled to bless the 
Lord. 

I said, at the beginning of this letter, tliat I 
presumed it might be for your encouragement; 
but, O sir, how slight is such a prop! God, that 
has most wonderfully brought you to this moment, 
can aid, direct, and support you, and make you 
a blessing where, how, and to whom his wisdom 
thinks fit. But excuse me, sir, as in the gladness 
of my heart I have made the same known to you, 
as the Lord has been pleased to make you a bless- 
ing both to me and mine. The Lord keep you; 
so prays, 

Rev. and dear Sir, 

Your very humble Servants, 

T. and M. W. 
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LETTER IV. 
To Mn and Mrs. W. 

MY^ DEAR FHIENDS IN THE LORD JESUS, 

VTRACE, mercy, and peace be with you. I re- 
ceived your kind letter, and am glad to hear that 
you are emboldened and encouraged to make use 
of the poor saint's * Bank of Faith/ and to look to 
God as the God of providence. Your Bible 
abounds with bank notes, if you have but the 
hand of faith to take tiiem, the spirit of supplica- 
tion to plead them, and wisdom to copy after the 
many precedents which God has set before you. 

Some tell us that * God has nothing to do Avith 
the belly, only with the heart; that we are to 
seek the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all other things are to be added unto us; and 
that this addition is to cut off all prayer for daily 
food, for we have no warrant to pray for temporal 
things.' This is the doctrine of those who have 
more gods than one; but what are you and I to 
do, who have but one God? When God sent 
Moses to deliver Israel out of Egypt, he told him 
that his name was i am that i am. At first sight 
this might appear nothing but a blank; but Moses 
soon found the validity of it, for v/hen he came 
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to make use of it, it always turned up a prize, 
turn it which way he would. Moses wanted a 
deliverer in Egypt, and God was that; and he 
wanted mercy and judgment, goodness and se- 
verity, at the Red Sea, and God was that When 
they came to Marah, they wanted either a provi- 
dence or a miracle, and the answer of God was, 
I AM THAT, THAT I AM. They wautcd a guide 
by day, and a guard by night, and God was both. 
In their wars with Amalek, Og, and Sihon, they 
wanted a captain, and God was that In their 
hunger they wanted bread, in their thirst they 
wanted drink, and in their lust they wanted flesh; 
and they had them. 

It is true, they did not presume to pray to the 
Almighty for these things, but they tempted him ; 
they rebelled, and murmured, and called his om- 
nipotence in question about them : " Can God 
furnish a table in the wilderness, can he provide 
flesh for his people?" And I think this sounds 
worse than humble prayer, and calls loudly for a 
patient, long-sufifering, merciful, sin- pardoning 
God; and he was all that. And this Jesus is the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 

When Christ came to deliver his spiritual 
Israel from a worse bondage than that of Egypt, 
he tells them to pray, " Give us this day our daily 
bread;'' and he taught them at the sea of Tiberias 
where to look for it, for his inquiry there was 
how their belly fared: "Children, have ye any 
meat? They answered. No." And as their answer 
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was No, they no sooner came to land but " they 
saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon and 
bread; and Jesus saith unto them, Come and 
dine." He not only warrants us to pray for these 
things, and promises to give them, but he has 
condescended to cook them. O! the goodness, 
the condescension of this ever blessed Jehovah- 
jireh! 

Go you, and do as you are bid: in all things 
and at all times, with supplication, thanksgiving, 
and prayer, let your requests be made known 
unto God; and that God, who ordered the ravens 
to feed Elijah twice a day, and afterwards com- 
manded a widow to sustain him, and who wrought 
a daily miracle for twelve months together to do 
it, will also feed you, O ye of little faith. 

^* Give me neither poverty nor riches," says 
one, " but feed me with food convenient for me; 
lest I be full and deny thee, or lest 1 be poor and 
steal;" *' And, having food and raiment, let us be 
therewith content," for we have a covenant God 
that careth for us. 

You have the whole account of the covenant 
of grace by Ezekiel ; and the last branch of this 
new covenant secures temporal things, and in 
the sacred pages runs thus : ^- I will also save you 
from all your uncleannesses; and I will call for 
the corn and wine, and will increase it, and will 
lay no famine upon you. But thus s^th the Lord 
God, I will yet for this be inquired of by the 
jiouse of Israel to do it for thpm," £zek. xxxvi. 
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29, 37. Hence it is plain that those, who tell us 
that Christ grants no warrant to pray for temporal 
things, speak a vision out of their own hearts, 
and go by their own purse, instead of God's pror 
mises; and make the covenant head to contradict 
tl'C covenant maker, instead of coming into the 
world to do the will of him that sent him. 

The poor little book that you speak of, as well 
as myself, goes through evil report and good re- 
port. Some curse it, and others bless it; some 
lauQjh at it, and others weep over it; some believe 
it is true, and others declare it is a lie; some ridi- 
cule it, and others are encouraged by itj some 
vilify me for sending it out, and others thank 
God that ever it was written. No man can serve 
these two masters. The book never was intended 
for the wordly wise, for he sacrifices to his own 
net; nor was it intended for the miser, for, with 
him, one bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush, for he has goods laid up for many years. 
Nor will it suit the self-dependent professor: a 
bank of faith will never be used by an unfaithful 
man; he is better acquainted with the English 
funds than with an overruling providence. 

The book was designed for poor believers, 
who are heirs of promise, of the promise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come; 
and who are called a poor and an afflicted people, 
who shall trtst in the name of the Lord; whom 
God loves too well to trust them with a stock in 
hand, lest, like the prodigal, they become inde- 
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pendent of him, and get far from him by riotous 
living. 

True faith will view the world and the fulness 
thereof in the hand of Christ, for he is heir of all 
things. The gold, and the silver, the corn, the 
wine, the oil, the wool, and the flax, are his; and 
so are the fowls of the mountains, the beasts of 
the forest, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. 
These things are often thrown in great abundance 
to those who are to have their portion in this life; 
to such it is given to gather together and to heap 
up, but not an heart given to do good therewith. 
But, " The wealth of the sinner is laid up for the 
just."' " He that by usury and unjust gain in- 
creaseth his substance, he shall gather it for him 
that will pity the poor," Prov. xxviii. 8. 

The miser is often afraid to make his will, lest 
death ensue; and death often ensues a neglect of 
it, and so he dies without it; by which means 
Providence holds hack his hands, that he cannot 
perform his enterprise: this is a repetition of the 
ancient question, " Whose shall these things be 
which thou hast provided?" Let the true Chris- 
tian's situation be what it may in this life, sure I 
am it is best for him; and, was he to choose for 
himself, he would never mend the matter, or add 
a cubit to his own stature. Sleep is sweeter with 
a hungry belly than with a full one. It is better 
to be poor and liberal, than to be rich and 
covetous. A saint with an empty stomach is 
often wakeful, active, lively, and can feed sweetly 
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under a sermon ; when a full belly lulls the hearer 
to sleep. A pampered appetite is the same to 
the soul as a restive horse is to his rider ; it carries 
him whither it will. I know not which is worse, 
a keen appetite and no food, or plenty of food 
and no appetite. I have experienced both. 

The Lord hath chosen our inheritance for us; 
and what little of this world's good falls to our 
share, h^ will keep it in his own hands, and make 
the morrow take thought for the things of itself. 
We are to be diligent in business and fervent in 
spirit, and the prayer of faith will fetch in every 
supply that is needful for us; for our heavenly 
Father knoweth that we have need of these things. 
The Egyptians carried all their complaints to 
Joseph, and Israel in the wilderness carried theirs 
to Moses; but we must look to Jesus, and we 
shall see all his goodness pass before us: faith 
will watch his hand, and gratitude acknowledge 
his mercies. " He that will observe these things, 
even he shall understand the lovingkindness of 
the Lord." 

Yours, in the faith of the gospel, 

W. H, 
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LETTER V. 
To Wm. Huntington, 



REV. AND DEAR SIR, 

1 HOPE you will excuse my writing to you at 
this time. I know your work is great, and your 
time much taken up, in feeding the household of 
faith. Having, by the blessing of God, received a 
morsel by your books and preaching, I cannot eat 
it alone, or conceal it any longer; but, as a penny 
of the Lord's coin, I am constrained to send this, 
that praise tq God from you may redound on my 
account. About five years back, being in a barn 
threshing corn, a sense of guilt was powerfully 
impressed on my mind, and these words came, 
* This do, and live; this do, and live.' This was 
repeated many times over, and for many days. 
Not knowing any thing of the word of God, 
being scarcely able to read a word therein, and 
having suqh an enmity to all that were called Dis- 
senters; but having a brother who was partly a 
Dissenter, and partly a Churchman, I went to 
him, and asked him if there were any such words 
in the Bible, or in any author he had read. He 
^old me he thought there were in Gen. xlii. Thi^ 
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set me to reading up and down the Bible; in 
doing this, God was pleased to direct me to the 
5th of Amos, 6th verse, ^* Seek the Lord and ye 
shall live, lest he break out like fire, and devour 
the house of Joseph, and there be none in Bethel 
to quench it" But how to seek the Lord I knew 
not; yet the fear of this fire breaking out on me 
filled me witflf great dread. This drove me to 
hear a Baptist minister of C te; and he, in- 
sisting that the Lord was to be sought in all the 
appointed means, made me diligent in hearing. 
I now began to view his followers as angels; but 
found myself nothing but sin. I longed to be 
with them; but, alas! I viewed myself too bad, 
and the shew of my countenance witnessed against 
me. Thus I continued for six months; in which 
time several of his people would often converse 
with me, particularly J. Thurgood, who would 
often say, ^ Come, will you tell us what God has 
done for you?' This was generally done when 
fresh members joined the church. But I wanted 
to know whether it was God or the devil that set 
me out in a profession. If I had but known that 
it was the Lord, I thought I could bear the 
indignation of the Lord, because I had sinned 
against him: but the minister often saying, this 
you may try yourself by, if you have left off sab- 
bath-breaking, drunkenness, swearing, lying, and 
the like; if you love the ways and people of God, 
undoubtedly old things are done away, all things 
are become new. Once when he was preaching 
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from Lamentations, " He sitteth alone, and putteth 
his mouth in the dust, if so be there may be 
hope;" by what he said on those words, * If you 
cannot go into the company of the w^orld, and see 
yourself unfit for the society of God's people, 
thus you sit alone with a witness; thus you may 
have reason for hope;' here I first began to hope. 
Then he preached from these words, " Then shall 
\ye know if we follow^ on to know the Lord." 
This was to be done, he said, in the ways of God, 
and in the ordinances of his house. I, being 
zealous to know the Lord, and to follow on to 
know him, soon got into the water, hoping to 
leave my burden at the bottom of the pool; as 
the minister often used to say, ' Come to his ordi- 
nances, apd you will get comfort;' yet, alas! I 
brought my burden up out of the water with me, 
which soon grew too heavy for me to bear. This 
being the case, I often broke my mind to friend 
Thurgood, still viewing him as an angel; and^^ 
my experience agreeing with his, I got upon his 
back, as it were, trusting to him as a guide; but 
when your letter to Caleb Evans came out it cut 
up all his religion, and down came he, and I too. 
I now thought that my guide was deceived by 
reading your books, because he began to be dis- 
satisfied with the ministry that we sat under, 
which our minister said was the case. I being 
simple, believed every word that the preacher 
said, for so I had been taught, that every word 
fpoken by him, when in the pulpit, must b^ 
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believed as though Christ himself was there. 
This being the case, I carried a weapon to our 
preacher against Thurgood, which was this, " They 
that observe lying vanities forsake their own 
mercies," and I wished the minister to preach 
from it: so foolish was I. But so it is, a bond 
child cannot love a freeborn son : yet, blessed be 
God, we were then brethren in the purpose of 
God. This it was that made him often come to 
speak to me, though he seemed to be cut off from 
our community; and I was zealous for chastening 
him. This I did in ignorance and unbelief; how- 
ever my burden slill kept upon my back, and in- 
creasing worse and worse, till at last, like Peter, 
I cried out, " Lord, save, or I perish." Thus I 
went mourning, till these words came with power 
to my mind, " Blessed are they that mourn, for 
they shall be comforted;" ** Say to them of a fear- 
ful heart. Be strong." Before these words came 
I was sorely tried and tempted with blasphemous 
thoughts, till I did not know whether I uttered 
them or not: this made me mourn sore; but the 
above words, blessed be God, removed the temp- 
tation, the burden, and all; and on the next 
Lord's day I waited for our pastor on the road 

coming to C te, in order to tell him of my 

deliverance. I had also another passage brought 
to me, which was this, " If any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father:" this I also told 
him at the same time, with the joy and peace I 
found in believing in those precious words. I 
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told him I had considered what my mourning 
sprung from, which was being burdened with sin 
and those temptations; and then what my com- 
fort sprung from, which was having an advocate 
with the Father: to which he made answer, that 
Satan could tempt, accuse, condemn, and comfort 
too. Then, said I, Satan must be divided against 
himself. He said, he wished his hearers to steer 
between Antinomianism and Arminianism; but 
never described the way. This stripped me of all 
my comfort, and kept me mourning till you pub- 
lished your second part of the Barber; which 
delivered me from my burden; the particulars I 
shall relate by and by. I have since found out 
what he meant by steering between Antinomian- 
ism and Arminianism; which was, by all means 
to avoid reading your books, or hearing you 
preach: for he declared, in the public pulpit, that 
he would set his hand to burn all your books as 
soon as he came down, for it was them that had made 
all the disturbances amongst us; for Thurgood had 
circulated your books very much among us, and 
I had read several of them, which gave nie some 
degree of comfort, and made me anxious to hear 
you. 

At last Thurgood took me to London with 
him to hear you preach; and, blessed be God, I 
never repented me of my journey. Your text in 
the morning was in Luke : I well remember the 
words, and I think I ever shall; " Ought not this 
woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom 
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Satan has bound, lo these eighteen years, be loosed 
from her infirmity on the sabbath-day?" In de- 
scribing the likeness between Abraham and his 
seed, you quoted this passage, " Abraham went 
out, not knowing whither he went:" this you 
applied to every sinner when first setting out, 
that if he met any one he could not tell which 
way he was going. This came with such power 
to me, and being so similar to my case, comforted 
me, for I set out not knowing one step of the 
way; but you said, * He set out for the land of 
Canaan, and to the land of Canaan he came:' so, 
thought I, surely, I have set out to find the Lord, 
and find him I shall. I went in the strength of 
this meat many days; and, though my brother 
died whilst I was in London, yet when I came 
home the comfort I received was so great that it 
had no effect upon me. Thus, sir, you was made 
manifest in my conscience, and had a great place 
in my affections. 

This journey made me as a speckled bird to 
my former brethren; and, when they spoke against 
your books, or you, or your followers, it went 
like a dagger to my heart. However, they first 
began to whip me with this text, " Wo be to him 
by whom the offence cometh." This had some 
weight on my mind at first, till I considered if I 
had offended it was for the truth's sake, my con- 
science bearing me witness in the Spirit that it 
was the truth I had heard from you. About this^ 
time God was pleased to send the gospel to Well- 
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wyn. I attended there the first time to hear our 
dear pastor, JMr. O. whom God has now given 
us; he spoke from those words, Ephes. ii. 13 — 15. 
Tills doctrine was what we had not been used to 
hean Here I got convinced that the law was 
not the believer's rule of life, and of God's know- 
ing that partition which stood between him and 
my soul. In short, I was determined to hear 
him again when he came. Thus, sir, I continued 
at Wellwyn until the minister called at my house 
to reprove me for not filling up my place at his 
meeting. I went out trembling, knowing my 
own weakness, fearing lest I should be left to say 
a confederacy with him in speaking against you 
and your books, conscience bearing me witness to 
the truth; and, not knowing what to say to him, 
I first asked if he did not think you was a good 
man: to which he answered, Yes; and then inti- 
mated you to be of a bad spirit, which to this day 
puzzles me much, how they can make a good 
man without the Spirit of Christ. But I shall 
leave that to their blindness, as in many other 
things, for they know not what they say, nor 
whereof they affirm. 

But, sir, I shall leave this and proceed further. 
I begged of the minister to have a week to consi- 
der of this matter. The next day, being Monday, 
as I was making faggots, these scriptures came 
into my mind, but where to find them I knew 
not: the one was this, " Whatsoever they say 
unto you, that observe and do^ but do not after 
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their works, for they say and do not;" the next 
was this, " Whether it be right to hearken to 
you more than unto God, judge ye." These were 
as though some one had repeated them over, and 
over, and over again; and seemed to work some 
persuasion in my mind that it was concerning the 
point in hand. This continued on my mind all 
the week, and on the Lord's day I went to 
C te, and told the minister I could not con- 
sent to the terms he proposed. He endeavoured, 
to prevail with me, but I could not, I durst not, 
so I ran away like a lusty fellow, as the proverb 
is; for, in my judgment, it was from the appear- 
ance of evil. 

Now, sir, all this time my experience lay 
buried in confusion; when I had any promise 
come with some degree of power, and caused 
comfort to spring up, this would come in again, 
^ Ah, Satan, can comfort;' and then down I went 
again. Thus, sir, I went mourning many a day: 
sometimes these words came to my mind, out of 
Dr. Watts, ^ Why should the children of a king 
go mourning all their days ?' which would make 
me wonder what this could mean. I have read 
your account of Little Faith, and I have thought 
you must know something of my case; but how 
to express my feelings fully to you I cannot. 
But thus, sir, I went mourning, staggering, and 
stumbling, up and down, till providence directed 
into my hand your Barber, the second part; and, 
as I was reading it, I felt myself as I thought like 
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a prisoner who was in humble hope of bearing 
«ome one speak the word that I might come out: 
thus, Sir, as I was reading your answer to the 
quotation in page 10, where T. Priestley says^ 
* The most eminent Christians, who have be^ti 
indulged with the greatest manifestations of divine 
love, cannot be satisfied with these;' in your 
answer to this, in pointing out the feelings of a 
soul in its first love, you describe the first promise 
that is applied with power, and say, from the 
word of God, that it is the saint s first landmark, 
' And to walk in love is the more excellent way/ 
Ah, Sir, this came to me with such power as I am 
not able to relate ; it immediately brought to my 
mind the former portions of scripture which I 
had been plundered of, and thereby stripped and 
w^ounded and left half dead. Under the joy and 
peace which sprung up in believing, I burst into 
tears, and in these words said to my wife, * I felt 
this as I was going over such a field/ And from 
that time, blessed be God, my eyes were opened ; 
surely, " Light is sown for the righteous, and 
gladness for the upright in heart/' and thus, Sir, 
upon this mountain I find the Lord is desfrqying 
the vail, the face of the covering, that is cast over 
all people. . • 

One morning, as I was .sitting by the fire, 
meditating on the goodness of God, niy heart 
was overwhelmed with a sense of God's love, and 
I verily thought I saw, as it had been, a piece of 
paper drawn before my natural eyes, 4tid oi> it,, 
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as I thought, these words, " Him whom ye have 
not seen ye love ;" but, not knowing where these 
words were, nor the meaning of them, I went to 
my friend Bunker, and he directed me to the pas- 
sage in the epistle of Peter. Thus I found faith 
came by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God. Thus, Sir, have your books and your 
preaching been blessed to my soul; and, as the 
Lord has promised that his secret shall be with 
the righteous, and to them he will shew his cove- 
nant, I desire to be found blessing and praising 
his holy name for every means of his matchless 
grace in raising up such faithful servants to 
declare his truth, and for sending such an one as 
we have got to us at Wellwyn, as we have reason 
to believe he is after God's own heart, who has 
and does feed his people with knowledge and 
understandingj whilst " The labour of the foolish 
wearieth every one of them, because they cannot 
find the way to the city" of habitation. 

Thus far I have endeavoured to give you a 
short account of the little experience which has 
by you and your books, in the hand of God, been 
brought to light in my soul ; I therefore beg you 
will excuse my ignorance and mean manner of 
expiiBSsing myself. I hear, Sir, that every day 
^ discovers fresh troubles to you; but blessed be 
God, -who has promised that as our day is so our 
strength shall be. May he ever give us faith 
to exercise on his own word, and in him we 
shall be able to stand and withstand. You have 
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many enemies, and they are mighty: but may 
the Lord give you light and liberty, that every 
tongue that rises up against you and his truth 
you may be enabled utterly to condemn. So I 
shall proceed no further at present, only beg an 
interest in your petitions when it is well with 
you; and may the Lord bless you and keep you, 
and all that love Jesus Christ in sincerity and in 
truth, is the desire and hearty prayer of 

Your unworthy Servant, 

^eflwyn. Wm. W X. 



LETTER VI. 

The Coalheaver to his dear brother Hedger aad Ditcher, 
sendeth greeting. 

Beloved, I wish above all things that thou 
mayest prosper and be in health, even as tby soul 
prospereth. I read thy epistle with tears of joy, 
believing in my heart that it is in every sense 
an original; the style, the diction, the artless 
strokes, and simple embellishments, made the 
author manifest in my conscience hat he is 
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taught of God, insomuch that I have thee in mj 
heart both to Itv^ and die with thee. 

Beautiful u]>oci the mountains of Zicm are the 
feet of tho^ who bring me such tidings. That 
God hath choaen the weak and the foolish to 
confound the strong and the wise, is manifest^j 
bath in you and me; and, whilst eitlier of us live, 
t^ earth will noit be left without a witness to 
that truth. 

Your epistle came in season. I have lately- 
been in much heaviness through manifold temp- 
tations; but the Lord, who often comforteth them 
that are cast down, comforted me by the coming 
of Titus, 2 Cor. vii. 6. Pay no regard to any 
reproach cast upon me: I expect evil report and 
good report; this ever was and ever will be, the 
lot of God's servants: for the two-edged sword 
of the Spirit cuts both ways still, and works death 
in some, but life in you. 

O the condescension of the King of kings! 
who not only humbles himself to behold the 
things in heaven, but to visit those on earth! 
Moses found him in a bush; the shepherds found 
him in a manger; I found him in a toolhouse; 
and you found him in a barn! Thus he puts down 
the mighty from their seats, and exalts them that 
are of low degree. " What house will ye build 
unto me, and where is the place of my rest?^ 
Solomon had seen servants on horseback, and 
princes walking as servants on the earth; but I 
have seen criminals in coaches, and kings and 
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priests thitshiog in a barn. Go on, my iOb, the 
flail will never go round thy head so fast, nor 
down so hardy as when thou art favoured with 
the presence of the Lord. 

I am a thresher, and a threshing ioBtrument 
having teeth; I work in the barn as well as you: 
let us thresh as clean as we can, and separate the 
chaff from the wheat, and pray the master to use 
the fan and purge the floor, and, while we are 
lifting the corn, we had need to watch and pray 
that we do not fall into Satan'^ sieve ourselves, as 
poor Peter did. 

They tell you that Satan can condemn, accuse, 
comfort, &c. That he can condemn and accuse I 
believe; but he must be a miserable comforter, 
because his comfort generally springs from revenge, 
as Esau's did^ when the murderer influenced him ; 
"Thy brother, as touching thee, doth comfort 
himself, purposing to kill thee," Gen. xxvii. 42. 
But the elect shall all be taught of God, and they 
shall all know him from the least of them unto 
the greatest, and great shall be their peace; so 
that, if any of them are out of the way of public 
means, yet they cannot be forgotten; or, if they 
fall into the hands of a blind guide, they cannot 
be finally deceived nor finally misled: God will 
either bring them to the means, or call them, as 
he did me, without means. I have had two per- 
«ions that feave heard the joyful sound under me 
from Denmark, four from Germany, and several 
from Irela^l. 
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" I know my sheep/' says the Shepherd, " and 
am known of mine, and they shall all hear my 
voice." And who teacheth like him? God makes 
us feel the impressions of his own perfections, 
and the blessed energy of his own truth. Under 
the deep impressions of holiness and justice we 
sink and tremble; under his quickening operations 
we feel, with the most acute anguish, his anger, 
his threatenings, and our own guilt and shame; 
but, under the impressions of his lovingkindness 
and tender mercies in Christ Jesus, we bow, we 
bend, we yield, we melt, we resign, we submit, 
we approve, we wonder, we adore, we weep, we 
repent, and abhor ourselves in dust and ashes, 
and love him with all our souls. Here we are 
less than nothing, and he is all in all; on this 
mount of transfiguration the covering vail is de- 
stroyed; here our interest in him is made plain, 
and reconciliation takes place: old things pass 
away, and all things become new; upon this 
mountain the feast of fat things is prepared, the 
evidences of our adoption are manifested, and 
sensible union takes place; jealousies subside, and 
everlasting light and love discovers the day of 
espousals, and knits the^marriage knot. 

Verily there was joy in heaven in the presence 
of the angels of God while my poor brother 
hedger was weeping, rejoicing, and making the 
faggots. * Ah,' say you, 'and sure the hand-bill 
never cut so well, nor went through so sweetly; 
jio, nor had even the withes been seasoned a whole 
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Tnonthy and wanned over the fire, they could not 
have been more pliable, nor have bent better, 
than at that time, when I found my soul bound 
up in the bundle of life with the Lord my God,' 
1 Sam. XXV. 29. 

As thou hast received him, so walk ye in him; 
beware of remissness in prayer, or in attendance 
on the means, which leads to backsliding; for 
backsliding often leads to legal bondage; and, if 
thou get the old yoke upon thy neck again, every 
thing will go contrary; the bill won't cut, the 
eathers they will break, the stakes won't drive, 
and you will often hit your hands with the beetle 
instead of the stake, and break great gaps in the 
axe; the white thorns will run through the cuffs, 
if not through the buskins, and you will forget 
the wallet or the bags, and at some places in the 
bank the spade will have gone in too far, and in 
other* places not far enough; the stuff will not 
lay, nor stick, but tumble in the ditch again, for 
two or three yards together; and, when you come 
to step it out, or to run the pole over it, on the 
Saturday afternoon, it will not answer to more 
than three rods per day, and then you will go 
murmuring home, saying, * Sixpence per rod is 
too little; what is nine shillings per week to keep 
a wife and family?' You read in scripture of some 
who sowed much and brought in little, for God 
blowed upon it. Others planted vineyards, but 
did not drink the wine of them; others olive- 
yards, but did not anoint themselves. " Ten 
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acr«s of vineyard shall yield one bath, and the 
seed of an homer shall yield an ephah/' Isai. v. 10. 
As it is with the farmer, so with the labourer, 
when they backslide. AH this comes upon us 
for walking contrary, and for which cause God 
walks contrary to us. 

The Lord's servants are to bring some to the 
inarriage from the highways and hedges; yea, the 
poor, the halt, the lame, the maimed, and the 
blind, that the Lord's house may be filled with 
guests; but who would ever have thought that 
the coalsack and the leather jacket would have 
been had in remembrance; and that such as you 
and I should have been brought in? not by the 
instrumentality of the servants, but by the Mas- 
ter himself: Verily this is the Lord's doing, and 
it is marvellous in our eyes. The first heavenly 
visits that God paid to me were chiefly in a gar* 
den; and my studies* and qualifications £Sv the 
ministry were finished in the barge and on the 
wharf. Gideon went from the barnfloor and the 
flail ^s well as you; Elishafrom the plough, D^vid 
from the ewes and lan^bs, and Amos from the 
herds. Surely God has provided some better 
thing for us, that they without us should not be 
made perfect. They saw things at a distance, 
and predicted what should come to pass; but wc 
see them all accomplished, and Christ evidently 
set forth crucified among us; and blessed are our 
eyes, for they see; and our ears, for they hear. 
They laboured tp fi«d redemption out, and travelled 
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to see it accomplished; and we are entered into 
their labours, and reap the benefit of them, and 
so gather fruit unto eternal life, and live in com- 
fortable hope of the harvest-home, when the Mas- 
ter shall gird himself, and come forth and serve 
the reapers; then he that soweth, and they which 
reap, shall both rejoice together. Seeing we have 
such hopes, such views, and such expectations, 
the Lord grant unto us that we may run with 
patience the race set before us, until it shall please 
God, who sent his angels to fetch Lazarus the 
beggar from the gate, to condescend to fetch my 
brother from the faggots, and me from the scourge 
of the tongue; then those that have ' lain among 
the pots, and some that have worked in the woods, 
shall be as the wings of a dove. Honourable, 
honoured, and highly-favoured brother in the 
Lord, adieu. The Coalheaver wisheth all peace; 
not forgetting his love to all in Wellwyh, of every 
sect, name, denomination, and party, that love 
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth. 

W.H. S.S. 
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LETTER VII. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

MY VERY DEAR AND MUCH VALUED FRIEND, 

Not receiving an answer to my letter has caused 
me not a little trouble, fearing your mind might 
be prejudiced against us; but, blessed be God, 
this morning I have been relieved on receiving 
yours. My partner in life stood trembling to 
hear the contents; and, when I came to your kind 
invitation, her heart burst with gratitude, de- 
claring your good-will towards us the greatest of 
any earthly comfort she enjoys. May the Al- 
mighty preserve your bodily health, and his pre- 
sence be continually enjoyed by you, that you 
may, in the Lord's hands, h6 made a blessing to 
thousands yet. I have reason to bless the very 
hour I first knew you; and may a sense of grati- 
tude remain on my soul for the goodness of God 
to make me acquainted with you, for the many 
precious opportunities I have been favoured with 
in hearing you preach, and in conversation with 
you. At B — k B — s, the first sermon I heard 
you preach there, the Lord set in with the word, 
which will never be forgotten to the end of my 
jlays, though the enemy tried to bafile me out of 
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my comfort; but it was engraven too deep for 
him ever to erase. Mr. J. has been with me these 
two days past, and we have been much blessed in 
conversation; he is a godly, upright man, and 
much esteemed by those who have felt the plague 
of their own hearts, and have been bowed -down 
through a sense of their own unworthiness, and 
under the hidings of God's face; who have been 
tempted, tried, aflSicted, distressed, and fast bound 
in affliction, and unable to get out, while the 
dreadful sentence of God's curse is raging in the 
conscience. When he preaches these things, and 
insists upon it that these must be felt more or 
less in every sinner's heart, this many cannot 
bear, as they are strangers to all these troubles; 
and some of them pretend to be always happy, 
and always comfortable, and can apply the pro- 
mises when they please: they have faith, and 
what is to hinder their being happy! This is the 
language of too many; and many preachers are 
telling us that it is the duty of all men to believe. 
These are what are called gospel ministers and 
Christian professors; but, if these are right, I am 
wrong to this day. Our country abounds with 
such as these: instead of having true, genuine 
faith, which is the gift of God, and works by love 
in the hearts of his saints, such presume on the 
mercies of God, seeing nothing but the letter, 
but are strangers to the power of the word; and 
these are the greatest enemies Mr. J. meets with 
among us. ' I have no doubt but God will keep 
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him at L. for great and wise ends, for the comfort 
of the godly, and the confusion of his enemies, 
which I think is evidenced in two particular pro- 
fessors high in the esteem of the professing world; 
one of them standing and warning people not to 
hear J. as he was out of his mind; the other went 
from house to house forbidding people to go to 
hear so dangerous a man, as he certainly was 
mad. God has struck both these men with actual 
madness, and they are in a mad-house at this 
time. Another person withdrew from his ministry, 
and declared the same; he lately died raving mad, 
after a profession of religion for many years. 
Thus God's hand is known towards his servants, 
whilst his indignation is poured forth on his ene- 
mies. Excuse my long epistle, but I could not 
forbear. I know your goodness will put up vrtth 
my weakness, and I beg an interest in your 
prayers in my behalf; and, in my poor imperfect 
petitions, I hope ever to bear you on my mind at 
a throne of grace, that the Almighty may long 
continue your usefulness. I am greatly obliged 
to you for your invitation, and hope I shall see 
you after Christmas. I have many things to 
communicate to you, which I cannot write at pre- 
sent. Perhaps the country air would be found 
very useful to you, more so than any medicine: 
if you think thus, my house, my all that I have, 
is at your service; and, believe me, there is none 
in the world I should be so happy to see as your- 
self. Do me the favour of a line or two when 
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you find time and opportunity. May mercy and 
peace rest with you and yours, and the Israel of 
God, prays your unworthy servant in the precious 
Lord Jesus Christy 

T. S. M. 



LETTER VIIL 
To Mr. T. M. 



DEAR SIR, 

Grace, mercy, and peace, be multiplied. I have, 
from the first time I saw Mr. J. at your house, 
indulged a full persuasion that he is a chosen ves- 
sel, and Satan himself seems aware of it too. 
Persons fitted for the ministry by men meet 
with little opposition: the world loves its own, 
and they that are of the world the world will 
hearj nor is it Satan's interest to raise any perse- 
cution against such from whom he receives no 
injury, nor the sinner any benefit. He that pleases 
all, profits none. God has now taken poor J. in 
hand> and I have lio doubt but he will make him 
useful after he hath fitted him for the work. All 
Cod'ft children must be taught of him; much 
more those, whom he appoints to be as his mouth 
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to others. And, indeed, a real chosen vessel 
stands in need of no small share of afflictions^ 
crosses, trials, humbling dispensations, and hum- 
bling grace, to keep him steady; especially one 
in a public character; that he may have ballast, 
and not be overset, or left to make shipwreck of 
faith. "Not a novice," saith the Spirit, "lest, 
being lifted up with pride, he fall into the con- 
demnation of the devil.*' If that text was to be 
applied with power to every person that is now 
in the office of the ministry, we might reverse 
the order of the following text, and say, God gave 
the word, and few there were to publish it. It 
requires too much patience to tarry in Jerusalem 
till endued with power from on high ; especially 
by those who know not themselves, their own 
insufficiency, the majesty of the Lord, nor the 
importance of the work. 

The hand of God upon those three men is truly 
awful, and. serves to shc^v us that a long and 
empty profession, head notions, and a vain confi- 
dence, are no armour of defence against the 
attacks of Satan. J. in my judgment is a poor, 
broken-hearted sinner; and God has promised to 
look to, and dwell with, such : and there is no 
fighting against God's temples and prospering. 
Here is a Mr. D. who preaches at B. C. the same 
who went lately to L. to add affliction to his 
bondage; who, I hear, is still preaching against 
him. If he proceeds I shall expose his emptiness, 
for he is nothing but a wooden vessel. Blessed 
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are they who, feeling the terrors of the Lord, fly 
from the wrath to come, and embrace the Rock 
for want of a shelter! Such souls are not without 
a strong hold in times of trouble, and God knows 
them that put their trust in him. 

I am sadly afraid there are too many, not only 
at L, but aU over the nation, who are set down 
short of the promised rest, and built up, but not 
on the foundation that God has laid in Zion: nor 
can it be otherwise expected, when we consider 
the workmen who have laboured among them. 
Who can cast up the highway that never was in 
it? and how can they labour to purpose who were 
never partakers of the fruits? I think God has 
taken his fan in hand at L.; he will thoroughly 
purge his floor, and separate the chaff irom the 
wheat, and the vile from the precious. 

God's judgments attendiiig the enemies of his 
servants may serve to awe those who are for heal- 
ing the wound slightly, daubing with untempcred 
morter, and crying Peace, where the blood of 
sprinkling has never spoken. God's judgments 
attended the magicians in Egypt as well as their 
pupils. The words, mad, and bad spirit, are very 
commonly used in our days, and plentifully poured 
forth on all those who know the plague of their 
own heart and the efficacy of the atonement, and 
who enforce and insist upon regeneration as essen- 
tial to salvation and a meetness for heaven. 
Preaching conviction, conversion, faith, repent- 
ance, and a knowledge of salvation by the forgive- 
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ness of sinSy is called disturbing the peace of the 
churches. Conversion, with many preachers, 
consists in nothing but a reformation of manners, 
external conformity, and a decent deportment. 
A natural assent to what such preachers say is 
called faith J conscience, hushed to sleep by a few 
dead works, goes for the peace of God; and to 
be enamoured and enraptured with the uncertain 
sound of such a trumpet, passes for pious zeal, 
lively frames, and the joy of the Lord. A demure 
or a smiling countenance under the word is called 
grace in the very face; tickling the fancy, and 
moving the passions, goes current for the opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, and for a precious oppor- 
tunity; while the honest rebukes and secret lashes 
of consoiencd are called the buffe tings of- Satan, 
the workings of the old man, and the trial of 
faith: and, when conscience gets brow-beaten, 
borne down, and silenoed, by the false evidences 
of the preacher, this is called being blessed and 
set at liberty under the word; and such precious 
souls are called the seals of the preacher's ministry, 
which strengthens his hands, and serves to encou- 
rage him to be always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, as this is called. 

This beating the air, this running at uncer- 
tainty and labouring in vain,- is almost universal 
in the present day; and it is not likely that these 
builders shpuld ever want materials, who can use 
bay, straw, and stubble, seeing it is not the quality 
but quantity of the materials that is regarded. 
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When this assembly is collected together, the 
next step to be taken by such a deceiver is^ to 
enshrine himself in their natural affections by 
constant and frequent visits; to lace them up, 
and keep them tight, in the contracted bands of 
bigotry; to arm them with prejudice against every 
experimental preacher; to cry down the power 
of God under the name of enthusiasm; to call all 
convictions madness, and all evangelical doctrine 
antinomianism; and this is called watching over 
the flock, and guarding it from wolves in sheep's 
cloathing. A seared conscience passes for solid 
peace, presumption for the full assurance of faith, 
and being without inward fears and outward 
fightings is walking comfortably. Sensible sinners, 
labouring under convictions, who are dissatisfied 
with the preachers they sit under, are called dis- 
turbers of the churches; while keeping quiet in 
carnal security is allowed ,to be keeping the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

Daily does God make manifest such preachers 
and professors as these; witness the men you 
mention in yours. I know that every man's work 
shall be tried with fire; the day shall declare it, 
for it shall be revealed .by fire, which shall try 
every man's work, of what sort it is; '* For by 
fire and by his sword will the Lord plead with all 
flesh, and the slain of the Lord shall be many.'' 
Blessed be God for ever for condescending to 
teach us what little we know. My kind respects 

VOL. XIII. E 
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to your spouse, and to Mr. J. when you see him. 
Grace and peace be with you, Amen; while I 
remain, 

Yours, in Christ Jesus, 

W. H. 



LETTER IX, 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntingtow. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

I MUCH doubt whether ray writing to you will 
answer any good purpose. Your time is precious, 
and to attend to the prating of a fool that is now 
fallen, will be only wasting it. My mind is at 
seasons almost distracted, seeking rest and finding 
none. If the house is apparently swept and gar- 
nished, yet a secret lust may be concealed in 
some closet, which at last will make its appearance 
when the eye of justice begins to stare conscience 
in the face. Then the secreted devils will come 
out of their holes, and appear in the light of God's 
countenance as so many terrible sins, ready to 
tear th6 poor distracted soul into a thousand 
pieces. Then the hypocrite in Zion is roused, 
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and begins to cry, " Who shall dwell with ever- 
lasting burnings?" This I am much afraid is my 
case. The Lord hath detected me. But, oh! is 
it not too late? Wherefore was I left so long, and 
to run such lengths, if I belonged to him? And 
how is it that I am not now delivered when 
brought to a sense of my misery, if he means my 
salvation? But how dare I ask such impious ques- 
tions? He might have sent, me to hell long ago. 
Yet many such are in my heart, and I think often 
oh piy tongue; and, if the Lord does not keep 
my mouth as it were with a bridle, far worse will 
come forth one day or other. 

Never before did God suffer such an abomi- 
nable wretch to live on his earth; especially when 
I consider what a place I presumed to occupy in 
his house! I had once some small measure of 
natural and acquired abilities, and from these my 
passions were often moved and elevated, which I 
fondly called the love of God. I had an insight 
of the scheme of salvation according to the letter 
of scripture, which 1 thought to be faith. I 
preached the doctrines of grace very high, and 
this I called the work of an evangelist. But now 
all seems to be taken from me, and given to them 
that have. Matt. xxv. 28. I have neither abilities, 
judgment, recollection, nor memory, left me. My 
outward frame is amazingly shattered, and I am 
persuaded, if the Lord does not soon appear, that 
I shall lose my rationality. I have some remem- 
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brance of what you said in one of your sermons, 
tbatj * When the soul is put into the fire, he will 
find that neither his streng^th, wisdom, or know- 
ledge, will avail him; all will be burnt up/ Those 
two sermons much supported me for a short season, 
as I thought my experience was exhibited in them 
more minutely than I in my present state can 
possibly describe it; but it soon went off. I am 
often much supported when I conceive that I 
have found my path and experience in Job, David, 
or Jeremiah; but soon I begin to consider there 
is some similarity between a hypocrite roused and 
a saint in distress. 

If for a day or two I have the comfort of 
hope, I soon find myself again in a quiet, indif- 
ferent, state of mind, neither delivered nor dis- 
tressed. Then I begin to seek for my burden, 
knowing that it was not rightly lost; for I had 
rather live and die under it, intolerable as it is, 
than lose it without knowing what has taken it 
away: but when it comes again I am ready to 
cry, let me be rid of it on any account, let me 
have my life comfortable here if I must go to 
hell at last. 

One morning, as I first awoke, the passage in 
the 18th psalm, verse 16, came to my mind, " He 
sent from above," &c. ; but it was soon wrenched 
out of my hands; and, as it brought neither power 
nor comfort with it, I concluded it was not sent 
of God, though I found it very suitable: yet it 
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I think of prayingy the suggestion comes that 
God will not hear nor deliver me, though he c&n; 
and then bitter curses rise up. The devil shews 
him as a tyrant who will neither give me liberty, 
nor suffer me to run from his service: and my 
distraction has often brought me to conclude and 
say, that it is the last time I shall ever enter a 
pulpit. Sometimes I think of riding away as far 
as my horse can carry me, and there to wander 
in some unknown country till I die! At these 
times I am sure to find liberty to preach. I have 
noticed this often of late; but soon after this I 
sink lower than ever, and the next time I shall 
be stammering till I see the people are tired and 
disgusted. I could wish for some lawful way of 
getting a livelihood without preaching at all. 

I cannot meet with a man, among all the pro- 
fessors, that knows this perilous path, which has 
made me to conclude often that I am lost. Many 
of my friends, and those too who seem to be clear 
in the gospel, turn their backs upon me: this dis- 
tresses me sorely. If Providence had not brought 
your writings to my hands, I believe I should 
have run distracted ere now. I bless the Lord 
for them. Indeed he has taught you to minister 
a word in due season to the tried soul. Every 
book that I have yet read has either wounded or 
supported me. Perceiving your readiness to assist 
the distressed, encourages me to write. If the 
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Lord should lay my case on your heart, and give 
you a word to communicate, I trust I shall be 
thankful to him, and ever remain, 

Your very sincere and affectionate friend, 

J. Jenkins. 



LETTER X. 
To the Rev. J. Jenkins. 

MY DEAR BROTHER, 

if OR such I shall call you without any grant from 
Satan, or any conference with your unbelief. I 
read your letter with many tears, and found 
liberty and access in prayer for divine assistance 
in answering it I see nothing in it but what is 
to be found in the saints' path of tribulation, nor 
one footstep that has not been trodden by the 
Coalheaver: and no less than the outstretched 
arm of the living God to this day upholds thee, 
or thou had st long since dwelt in silence. **When 
they fall, they shall be holpen with a little help;" 
" As their day is, so shall their strength be." 
" It is of the Lord's mercies we are not consumed; 
they are new every morning: great is thy faith-^ 
fulness." 

Ministers of Christ, if ever they are worthy 
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of that name, must, sooner or later, be instructed 
with a strong hand, that they may not say, A con- 
federacy, to every one that says, A confederacy ; 
nor fear their fear, nor be afraid. A servant of 
Qhrist, who is furnished with weapons to demolish 
Satan's strong holds, must know, by his own ex- 
perience, where his haunts and refuges are : after 
this seasonable and necessary instruction thou 
wilt know how to lay open the desperate deceit 
of the heart, by remembering the wormwood and 
the gall; thou wilt then be able to shew the sin- 
ner what it is to be shut up in unbelief, and the 
necessity of the blood of the covenant to procure 
the prisoner's deliverance from the pit wherein is 
no water; and thou wilt handle the law lawfully. 
It is the law that has got a fast hold of thee now; 
by the law is the knowledge of sin; by the law 
the offence abounds, and sin becomes exceeding 
sinful; the law genders to bondage, and worketh 
wrath; sin takes an advantage by it, and works 
all manner of concupiscence. The law ministers 
wrath, terror, death, and condemnation; it is a^ 
first husband, and a cruel one; it is intended to 
kill, not to cure; and, when it has done its office, 
Christ will marry the condemned soul, and raise 
up the name of the dead upon the inheritance ; 
and then thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, 
and shalt remember the reproach of thy widows 
hood no more. 

Thy present distress will end in an effectual 
divorce from Moses and his law, and the wedding 
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will follow: it is cutting thee out of the wild 
olive tree in order to ingraft thee into Christ; it 
is shaking thee from the sandy foundation of flesh 
and hlood, that thou may est build on the rock; 
it is the pains of legal labour that bring to a spiri- 
tual birth; it is the spirit of bondage to fear, which 
foregoes the spirit of love; it is thy arraignment 
at the bar of God, which will end in justification; 
it is fire and water, which lead to a wealthy place; 
it is the regions of the shadow of death, where 
God promises the light shall shine; it is turning 
man to destruction, from whence he calls the 
children of men ; it is the gates of the dead, from 
whence he begets his issues from death; it is the 
furnace of affliction, in which God has chosen us; 
it is the cup of trembling, which foregoes the cup 
of salvation; it is the meditation of terror, which 
precedes a sight of the King in his beauty; it is 
the dark mountains upon which we stumble, and 
the horrible pit in which we sink; it is the snares 
of death, and the pains of hell, the former of 
which shall be broken, and the latter shall be 
cured. 

O J. my mouth is open unto you, my heart is 
enlarged! I shall shortly have a fellow- labourer 
after my own heart. You now feel, and will 
shortly see, the usefulness of that doctrine which 
is intended to bring the believer under the law, 
as his only rule of life. You find now that the 
law affords you no help, nor will it ever afford 
you any after you are delivered; and whenever 
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your happy deliverj^ice comes, you will find it 
- will be done without any assistance from the law. 
Lie passive in the hand of God; call upon his 
holy name; confess the worst of your faults, and 
bewail your sins of unbelief, and of despairing of 
the mercy of (rod in Christ, which are the great- 
est sins of all: and be sure of this, that every 
encouraging text is a forerunner of future power ; 
every ray of light, the phosphorus of future day; 
every gleam of hope, an earnest of future com- 
fort; every respite, a sign of future victory; and 
every moment of enlargement, a cordial, or an 
earnest drop of the new wine of the kingdom, 
which will make you forget your poverty and 
remember your misery no more. 

By no means run from the work; stand your 
ground ; give no place to the devil. Preach the 
dreadfiil fall of man; preach the depravity of 
human nature; preach the deceitfulness of the 
human heart, the necessity of a knowledge of sin, 
and a feeling sense of it ; preach the holiness of 
God, the bondage that the law brings, and the 
need of deliverance from it; preach the necessity 
of Christ's blood, and describe the desperate case 
of such souls as Christ calls to, saves, and heals. 
This will be preaching out of the abundance of ' 
thine own heart : for it appears to me that this is 
God's intention in keeping thee where thou art 
He that feels the terrors of the Lord should per- 
suade men : and, as you are u#der an alarm, sound 
an alarm; as you are under the rod, preach up 
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the rod; as you are under temptation, shew the 
infernal captivity that sinners are in; and, as you 
now feel that free-will, human power, human wis- 
dom, self-righteousness, and even spiritual gifts, 
are of no use, preach them all down as useless to 
the afflicted soul; hy which means you may hring 
many into the same bondage that you are in; 
and, when God delivers you, you will preach 
deliverance to them; and many will, under the 
operations of the Spirit, follow you into the joy 
of the Lord, and into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. 

Pay no regard to the contempt of professors; 
they must come your way, and drink in some 
measure of your cup, if ever they are saved. 
Such a ministry as they had at L. is only calcu- 
lated to make professors. Real saints, and real 
preachers, are rare things. I have got some hun- 
dreds in my charge who have travelled through 
the same path you are now in, and such souls will 
ever follow the tried preachers of Christ. Re- 
member that every gleam of hope is what accom- 
panies salvation, for, "We are saved by hope;** 
therefore patiently wait, and quietly hope, for the 
salvation of God. There is a set time to favour 
Zion : and surely they shall not be ashamed that 
wait for God. The^Lord brings down, and lifts 
up; he wounds, and his hands make whole. 
Blessed is the man whom God correcteth, and 
teacheth him out oft his law, that he may give 
him rest from the days of adversity. The Lord 
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be with thee! and strengthen thee my prayer 
shall be, in thy calamity; and believe me to be, 
with all possible respect, 

Dear brother, yours to command. 



W.H. 



LETTER XI. 

To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

I NEED not tell my very good friend how thank- 
ful I feel for the attention he pays me. If I 
belong to the Lord you will be rewarded, and, if 
not, your labour of love will not be lost I know 
not whether I may call any a father; but, if I am 
a child, even in the place of the breaking forth of 
children, Hos. xiii. 13, you have been the instru- 
ment, under God, to raise my soul to her present 
hope; and I am sure, if there is a man in England 
that can be of any future use to me, it must be 
you : for one among a thousand I have not found 
that could come within miles of my case ; and I 
cannot help thinking but that this was shewn me 
in a dream, some time ago, what I have since 
seen come to pass. When I stood on a stage ready 
to be executed, and numbers cried out, ' Hang 
him, hang him, hang him,' one man in the multi- 
tude called to me, saying, * Submit to the king, 
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and you shall be delivered/ I turned round and 
saw the king in a gallery over against the stage, 
and, making a low bow to him, said that * I owned 
him for my sovereign ;' upon which I escaped. 
But this blessed sight I have not yet beheld. 

None but yourself ever told me that it was 
the king that had arraigned, tried, cast, and con- 
demned me; and that I was to submit to him, 
putting my mouth in the dust, and waiting in 
hope. Many told me to believe, and that I was 
under a temptation of the devil ; and I strove 
long to get rid of it, and arrive at my old com- 
forts. If you had been with me for weeks that 
are past, you could not have described my case 
and feelings more exactly than you have done. 
I am at a point, I believe, as to truth, but not as 
to my interest in it yet; and, let T. Priestley say 
what he may about his evidences, I can never see 
myself a christian in his glass. I know there is 
a vast difference between what I am now, and 
what I was, and between me and the world. I 
will, wish, desire, and crave; but what of that? I 
am sure, " It is not of him that willeth, nor of 
him that runneth;'* and, if I am not made what 
I am not at present, I am lost for ever. 

I believe in my heart that you are a prophet 
of God; but am much afraid whether your hope 
respecting me will ever come to pass. I stand 
in doubt of myself, that after I have preached to 
others I myself may be a cast -away. Heavy 
anxieties, and doubtful disputations^ still abide 
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on my mind, whether the marriage will ever take 
place. To miss this, I think, would be worse 
than a thousand hells: and, though I do not feel 
SQ much of the terrors of the Lord, and the pains 
of hell, as I have in time past, yet I know, if 
sovereign love does not reach and deliver me, that 
there I must go. I am buffetted by Satan, and 
plagued with the corruptions of my heart. I 
sometimes think that I am full of devils, and that 
I shall never be dispossessed of them; and yet, 
through all this confusion, I am somehow won- 
derfully supported to preach; and, though I do 
not find the same liberty always given me, yet I 
have not been left once so as to expose myself, 
or the cause I endeavour to maintain. I believe 
the Lord bears strong witness to what I say in 
the consciences pf all that hear me, and the con- 
fession almost every where is, that, if I preach 
the truth, and they cannot deny nor disprove it, 
they have known nothing yet of religion. I 
believe many have hard work with conscience; 
and I know that some have been necessitated to 
have recourse to the glass before they come to 
chapel; others declare they must come no longer, 
for all their hopes and comforts are taken away. 
Yet they come, and several attend from many 
parts of the country. Doors are opened in the* 
neighbourhood, and there is something in me that 
wants to be at them continually: and, though I 
know not generally what to say before I begiri, 
yet I have no rest. Sometimes I am afraid it is 
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pride and self-will that carry me, and I come 
home mourning. Indeed I have often tried to 
be at charges with them. Natural compassion 
works, and I have wished to speak comfortably 
to them, and build them up a little: but I have 
felt such power then on my spirit, and such a 
contest in my mind, that I did not know what 
it was till you hinted it; and, as soon as I begin 
to open my mouth, I am carried away, and forget 
every thing but tearing down their false hope and 
comforts; and I have seen some of their counte- 
nances turn so black, that the devil often suggests 
that I shall drive them to suicide. 

I am bespattered worse than any pickpocket. 
Some say that I am mad; others that I am pre- 
sumptuous; some that I preach myself; and others 
that I shall never hold out, but shall soon come 
round again ; and this is what I fear most of all. 
Some preachers sCruple not to call it a dathnable 
doctrine. I believe some of their fabrics totter^ 
for they rage cruelly. There are many, I believe, 
shaken in their conscience; but I can find but 
few yet, who, as far as I can judge, are near the 
Rock. There are some, I believe, where I am 
myself; and I cannot bring them forward till I 
am brought out. All I endeavour to do is to 
keep the wound open. Brighton chapel is shut 
against me, and many of my friends turned my 
enemies; but I care for none of these things. 
Farewell, my dear Sir. I intend to come to town 
as soon as the days get a little longer, and the 
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weather finer. I shall go through Kent, and 

leave Mr. S. at L. Heaven bless you, while I 

remain, 

Ever yours, 

J. Jenkins. 



LETTER XIL 
To the Rev. J. Jenkins. 

DEARLY BELOVED, 

JCiLECT, according to the foreknowledge of 
God," sanctified in Christ Jesus, and called : mercy 
and peace be with thee. As I am made manifest 
in your conscience, I can assure you that you are 
in my heart to live and die with you. The good 
work goes on within thee, and the work of an 
evangelist is going on without. Christ Jesus 
speaks by thee; he is in his chariot as the most 
mighty; and with his glory and majesty he rides 
prosperously. His sword is now on his thigh, 
and his arrows are sharp in the hearts of his ene- 
mies; many shall fall under him, and submit to 
him ; and then truth, meekness, and righteousness, 
shall be administered, and the right hand of the 
Covenant Head shall teach the mystical body 
terrible things. " This child is set for the fall 
and rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign 
that shall be spoken against." He is set on the 
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holy hill of Zion. Some shall fall under him, and 
rise again; ^ome shall stumble at him, and fall 
to rise no more, and they are such as speak agaiiisl 
him: " For if they do these things in a green tree 
[of life], what shall be done in the dry?" in the 
vessels of wood, corrupt trees, wild olive branches, 
and withered boughs^ gathered from their profes- 
sion into the world's company? What shall be 
done in the dry? Why, " Tophet is ordained of 
old; for the king it is prepared; he hath made it 
deep and large; the [funeral] pile thereof is fire 
and much wood." Pay no regard to these; fear 
not their fear, nor be afraid. God has set thee to 
root out, to pulldown, to destroy, to throw down, 
to build, and to plant, Jen i. 10. 

There is a majesty in grace, whether in the 
bud or in the bloom. It buds in a contracted 
spirit, but blossoms in an enlarged heart. " Israel 
shall bud and blossom as the rose, and fill the 
face of the world with fruit.'* Thou art a stranger 
to that power and majesty which others at this 
time see in thee, and feel under thee. Wonder- 
ful execution is done, and that thou shalt know 
hereafter; therefore cast the bread of eternal life 
on the waters of confused multitudes, and thou 
shalt find it, in their confessions, after many days. 
" Give a portion to seven, and also to eight," the 
latter of which are not included in the number of 
perfection, and thus deliver thy soul as a faithful 
watchman, **^for thou knowest iiot what evil shall 
be upon the earth." If the cloud of witnesses be 
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full df the wat^r of life, they empty themselves 
with such drops of rain and dew as they have 
got; and, if the tree falls towards the south wind 
of the gospel or towards the north wiifd of the 
law, where the tree falls there it shall lie. He 
that observes every wind of doctrine shall not 
sow good seed; and he that regardeth every cloud 
without rain, and every well without water, shall 
not reap, so as to. gather fruit unto eteiiial life* 

Go on, thou mighty man of valour: mighty 
in thy Saviour's might; and thou shalt deliver 
Israel. Plow up the fallow ground; discover the 
black, the dry, the stony, the thorny, and the 
barren soil. Lay the axe to the root; besiege, 
storm, demolish, and batter, the strong holds of 
Satan. Rip up, expose^ and bring to light and 
to nought, every refuge of lies. Undermine their 
sandy foundations.; and all the carnal ties and 
bonds of fellowship, union, or comraunian, that 
are not wrought by the Spirit, shall snap . before 
thee, like Samson's bands and withes, when thou 
givest a shout as through wine : and depend upon 
this, that no man shall ever make thee glad, but 
the same that is made sorry by thee. 

I wonder not. that. thou ^houldest think. thy- 
self filled with devils. Satan has lost his fort- 
royal; his. kingdom of darkness is disc<)vej;ed r 
the vail is rent ; apd the god of this world cannot 
blind thine? eyes any longer. " Blessed are your 
eyes, for they see ; and your ears, for they hear." 
Satan is attacked at the walls of Zion, and the 
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sinners in Zion are afraid: fearfulnes» hath suf* 
^prised the hypocrites ; no wonder, therefore, that 
the father of such falls like lightning. This is 
enough Ito make him smite thy ho»se at all it» 
four corners, and thy carcase with boils. But 
stronger is he that is in thee, than he that is iti 
the world. Christ speaks by theej and thou hast 
no more to do with the work now than I have« 
His word in thy hearers is not weak, but mighty. 
Thou art no more giving an uncertain nor a life- 
less sound. Thou now standest in the truth, and 
canst do nothing against it, but for it. Thou art, 
and ever wilt be, consistent with thyself in doc- 
trine, and in hafmony and agreement with the 
oracles^ of God. Thou wilt detect thy hearers iifc 
all their guile, speak home to all their hearts, and 
be manifested in all their cbnscienees; and be- 
yond them, and before them, both in verity and 
power. Make no crutches, manufacture no 'ker- 
chiefs, sew no pillows, heal no wounds slightly, 
prophesy no smooth things, sing no lovely songs, 
nor play pleasantly on any instrument but that 
which God has strung,. Hab. iii. 19. " Foolish- 
ness is bound in the heart of a child, but the rod 
of correction shall drive it out:'* yea, "Thott 
shalt beat him with the rod, and deliver his* soul 
from hell;" therefore spare net his soul for his 
crying. These proverbs speak unto us as^ tp chil« 
dren, prefaced with the endearing appellation of 
* My son,' &c. " Fret not thyself because of evil 
men." " Despise not the day of small thmgs.*" 
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A barley cake shall overthrow the tents of Midian 
and Kedar too; and, if thou breakest three hun- 
dred pitchers, all the lamps shall remain untouched, 
and they shall by thee receive damage in nothing. 

Thy unbelief doth not at all stagger my faith 
in thy future deliverance. If thou believest me 
to be a prophety then, " Believe in the Lord your 
God,** says the king of Judah, " so shall ye be 
established; believe his prophets, so shall ye pros* 
per," 2 Chron. xx. 20; for God will confirm the 
word of his servants, and perform the counsel of 
his messengers^ Thou art filled with anxieties, 
to make thee earnest and zealous; and with 
doubtful disputatious, to preach to perishing sin« 
ners, and that thou mayest appear to doubt of all 
their states. If buffeted by Satan^ it is that thou 
mayest not be ignorant of his devices; and, if 
plagued with corruptions, it is to keep thee from 
crawling into the flesh. By all these means^ and 
in all these things, thou att instructed; and thou 
wilt find that all the deep and lasting impressions 
God makes on thy soul will be little enough to 
keep pride down in thy future prosperity, and to 
enable thee to curb the various members of the 
old man. 

As for thy old friends turning their backs, it 
is to let thee know that thou must stand alone; 
and, when thy future union to Christ takes place, 
they will sink into the dust of a balance, or the 
drop of a bucket Pay no regard to being shut 
out of any pulpit. Thy work is all laid out by 
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line^ and no man shall perform what God has 
decreed for thee to do* No man can lore thy 
ministry or cleave to it, without the will of God^ 
It is he who reproves them that shall find favour 
in their eyes. Thou shalt fly thy kite, and they 
must hold the string. God's election reaches 
menV mouths and things. " God made choice 
of my mouth," says Peter. " Send men to Joppa,** 
says God, " and call for Simon whose surname is 
Peter ; lodged with one Simon [by name,] a tan* 
ner [by trade;] his house is by the sea-side.'* 
Let them rage; they shall never do Jenkins's 
work. God is fitting thee for great service; and 
will set thee as a tower and a fortress, to try their 
ways, to separate the vile from the precioms,. the 
chaff from the wheat, the wine from the M'^ater, 
the goats from the sheep, and the dross from the 
silver, that there may be a vessel for the finer. 
Adieu. 

Thy brother in Christ, atnd companion in travail, 

W. H. 



LETTER XIII. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntingtok. 

MY DEAR SJR, 

Your last favour has been duly received; and it 
both refreshed and strengthened my heart, and 
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encouraged me for some time to hope and quietly 
wait. I thought I could bless your feet as they 
arrived : but my patience Is now almost gone. I 
have but little strength, and I am much afraid I 
shall one day fall and perish. What you have 
predicted of me is very unlikely ever to come to 
pass. To be saved, yet so as by fire, would be 
such a distinguishing mercy to me^ that my soul 
would never cease to praise the Lord for it. But, 
as for shining in the ministry, (though I wish to 
covet that best gift of love) is, I think, very imr 
probable; for, of all the unconverted preachers 
that now stand in a state of profession, and there 
are oceans of them, not one half are so vile as I 
am in my own eyes,, nor do I believe that there 
has been one so abominably deluded by the devil: 
and, when I consider my abilities, I can see no 
prospect; for I never was a man of understanding, 
nor do I know that any of my family or relations 
ever excelled in any thing save wickedness, 

I have been dreadfully harassed for a week 
back, both by men and devils. I am led into 
some strange latitude or other. The light and 
the liberty I had to speak begin to go off; and I 
am straitened and sadly cast down in my mind. 
It is clear to mo that I must go yet deeper than 
ever I have been, before my soul is brought into 
liberty. But, if I am left in darkness and confu- 
sion in the pulpit, what will become of me? I 
shall be condemned from my own mouth; apd 
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my enemies will rejoice and exult, for they havp 
predicted that I should not hold out ^ong, and 
have even confessed they wished to see it, and 
hoped that I was in a delusion^ for, if I was right, 
they knew themselves were wrong, and would 
perish for ever. And now, if I am shut up again 
and confused in my mind, so as not to be able to 
clear the truth, for I have neither judgment, 
memory, nor scripture, at my command in these 
days, what will tjiey say? and what will become 
of those who have appeared to be und^r some 
convictions? Will they not be hardened through 
my shackles? I am afraid I must run away and 
leave ihem all. I think verily that all things 
together will drive me out of .my senses. 

Preachers oppose me, condemn me, and rjepro- 
bate me, as a man that is bewitched. Mr, Gilbert, 
of Heathfield, has told me to my face that I am a 
false prophet. I was lately called to preach 
among some of his people: he met me, and op^ 
posed me before thirty or forty of them as sooi^ 
as I had finished my discourse. However, I 
never gave him an inch of ground, nor did I give 
place to what he said, no not for a momeijt j for 
1 was sure that what I had said was truth. But 
how long must I, without strength, encounter 
with such wild bulls of Bashan ? and, would you 
believe it? old master B. has been here, and has 
been over several times to strengtjien the hands 
that hang down, and to oppose me. I'his has 



Digitized by 



Google 



71 

iiiscouraged i^e more than any thing, as I always 
had a favourable opinion of him; but, as sure as 
J am alive, he is no further than the letter. 

However he has not been in deep waters; he 
doe? not know, nor caix he describe, a gospel 
hypocrite. He has tried to argue the point with 
me; but all that he could say was, that I distressed 
Little Faith* I told him he could not bring one 
pf that family, but what would declare for iny 
preaching, even though they might be distressed 
jby it. He told me I did not^ preach like you; 
and I answered, 'That I believed, jif ypu was 
iwhere I am, you would preach like me; and that 
if I w^s where you are, that is in your state, I 
jshould preach ^on^thing hke you.' I payed a 
Respect to b,is grey hair^, and considered myself 
x)nly a stripling. But, ooreading the ' Innocent 
Game' that aftemooQ, I thought I ought not to 
Jiave spared him on account of bis lock^. They 
prate against n;(e with malicious words; and, ii^ 
jiiy rebejlion, I have told the Almighty that I 
will speak no moi;e i;i his name, if he does not se|; 
my soul at liberty. I hope he will forgive me, 
and consider that I am but dust. May heaven 
J^less you, is the sincere and earnest prayer of, 

your most affectionate friend^ 

J. Jenkins. 



Digitized by 



Google 



n 

LETTER XIV. 
To the Rev. J. Jenkins. 

DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST JESUS, 

Gtrace and peace be multiplied through tho 
knowledge of him that is, and was, and is to 
come, the Almighty. I. received your kind letter, 
and am always glad to hear how you go on. I 
pay no regard to your infidelity. A man in a 
storm will say any thing. Zion, when tossed 
with the tempest and not comforted, said, " The 
Lord hath forsaken me, and my God hath forgot- 
ten me.;" which is a flat contradiction; for, if 
God had either forsaken or left her, he could not 
be her God. Those two words were spoken in 
faith, but all the rest in the language of unbelief. 
God hath chosen his saints in the furnace of 
affliction; where the fire discovers the base metal, 
and makes it rise on.the surface. Human wisdom, 
strength, and power; external refonnation, moral 
conduct, and decfent behaviour; speculative know- 
ledge, blind zeal, false fire, and all the flashes of 
natural joy, received by the way-side; all natural 
affections to the word, or to preachers or profes- 
sors of it; together with all natural and acquired 
abilities, and all the light that lies in the head; 
are sure to be burnt up in God's furnace, being 
nothing but a fire of man's kindling. And in his 
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i^wn fire he walks^ compassing himself about with 
his own sparks; taken, like that of Korah, from 
his own hearth; instead of taking it from the 
altar of burnt-offering, which was kindled from 
heaven, and was never to go out. I mean such 
as the seraphic preacher took, with the tongs of 
faith, from off the altar Christ, when he flew with 
it to Isaiah and laid it on his lips, which was to 
purge him by the spirit of judgment, and by the 
spirit of buraing. The live coal was the word of 
life in the flaming power of the Spirit, which 
makes a minister a flaming fire. 

Your false fife is nearly out, and the true 
light now shines in you; and God the Spirit 
searches the innermost parts of the belly; yea, 
he searches the heart, and tries the reins, and 
makes a man know what are his thoughts. " What- 
soever maketh manifest is light," and, " God is 
light." This is not false fire, nor a false ray; 
but the true light now shines in you. All the 
spoils that were taken by Israel under the law 
were to be purged or cleansed. That which would 
stand the fire was to go through the fire, and that 
which would not was to go through the water. 
When Christ casts out the strong man armed, he 
divides his spoils; and all the spoils that ministers, 
who are true Israelites, take in the battles of the 
Lord, they must go through fire and water before 
they get into a wealthy place. Deep waters, and 
fiery darts, and desponding frames under the fiery 
law, will try all that are or ever shall be saved. 
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** Who is he that maketh int glad, but the same 
that is made sorry by me?" 

As to your having never been a man of under- 
standing, &a that signifies nothing. God has 
chosen the foolish, and those that are lightly 
esteemed, to bring to nought the wise and pru.- 
dent. If your mouth should be stopppij, it is n^ 
more than Ezekiel experienced, jyho $at dumj) 
before alt the elders of Israel; God ^aid he shojilc} 
be no longer a reprover to them. Paul's mputh 
^vas open, and his heart enlarged, to the Coring 
thians; though l^e prays for a door of utterance 
at Rome. Jt ^s not ^yith a minister of the Spirit, 
as yoij iiow are, as it is with a preacher of the 
letter, such as you once was; the one is a fountain 
^aled, the other an instrument without life giving 
Aound. XJnless thje angel trouble the waters; 
janless the Lord unseal the fountain; unless the 
gpirit blow on the garden ; i)o refreshings spring 
jiip, nor spices flow out. My dear ^brother knows 
jiot what manner of spirit he is of; nor does he 
Know the treasures he already has in possession* 
I can i^e where he is, and v/hat he has, clearly; 
find I know that the Spirit of God is in him: bat 
he will find }t as hard work to unriddle himself as 
JQ explain the whole Bible. The Bible is a sealed 
book, and liis heart is a sealed fountain: and these 
two Will \york together; when the one springs, 
f;]}^ other will open. The first furnishes the soul 
with power, the latter the mouth with arguments. 

As to running away from the work, it is only 
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(talk. Thou h^t no power either to run away or 
%o stay. It is not Mr. Jenkins now, but the J>rd* 
Thou canst neither hinder nor forward the work. 
Thou hast no more to do with it than I have. 
We are only the clay; God is the potter. Mr. 
Gilbert runs at an unciertainty. His trumpet, it is 
to be feared, gives an uncertain sound : nor is he 
at a point in any thing. Give no place to him. 
Thy ministry will be like mine; wholly levelled 
against preachers and professors of the gospel. 
B* I know, and have heard how he came into the 
fold. As he was spund in the letter, and seemed 
revived by my writings, an4 to enforce them, by 
which he incurred the displeasure of many, I had 
a good hope of him: but he has acl^noN^ledgpd 
his fault, and is gone back; so that the oifence 
of the cross has ceased. They must go back that 
are in the letter, and this makes manifest. A 
double face is a bad sign, which none can carry if 
the Spirit be in them. I long to see thee. God 
))less th^e. Excuse haste. 

Eveir thjne, 

W.JL 
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LETTER XV. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

Ur DEAR FBIEND 

X ouB - engagements probably have prevented 
you from sending me a few lines in answer to my 
last, which I wrote some weeks back. However, 
when the Lord gives you a word for me, I know 
you will send it What you have from time to 
time communicated has been the greatest support, 
I trust, under the blessing of God, that I ever 
met with yet How true the saying of the wise 
man, " Better is a neighbour that is near than a 
brother far off." I had many brethren in a human 
religion, but they all stood afar off; they stood 
aloof from my sore; and further and further they 
seem to go. God has weaned me from that milk, 
and drawn me from their breasts; and they are 
now mocking and insulting. But the worst of 
all is, the Lord is far from the words of my 
groaning. 

I often think of the state of Saul when the 
Lord would not answer him either by dreams, by 
Urim, or by prophets. There is not a good word 
either in my heart or in my mouth; and for some 
days I am in a state of cold indifferency; dead to 
every thing; no satisfaction nor pleasure in any 
thing under the sun, nor from him that causeth it 
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to shine: and, when the state of my soul returns 
with some degree of weight on my mind, then I 
fret and am filled with impatience. When I can 
find no access to God, no liberty in prayer, no 
word going out from my heart, heaven as iron 
above, and the earth as brass, then rebellion and 
blasphemous thoughts work up in my heart, and 
scarce can I keep the door of my mouth. What 
will the end of all this be? If I am quickened, 
what can be the cause that the Almighty leaves 
me so long in such a lingering condition? But 
this is only presumptuous reasoning; "He will 
have mercy on whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he will he hardeneth:" and it is this that 
makes my wicked heart often to heave against 
him. 

I am much afraid at times, though you think 
you have seen something of the good work begun 
in me, that it is not begun yet When my mind 
is led back to a view of the iniquities of my youth, 
I see something of a very heinous nature in my 
sin; especially the sin of presumption in all my 
profession. I fear these marks are like those of 
a deceitful and reprobate mind, I know I was 
often warned by conscience, and yet I persisted. 
That I liad sinned against the Holy Ghost used 
. to terrify me almost out of my senses when I was 
first alarmed: but I can see now that I never 
committed that sin : I never rebelled against his 
light and power, for I never knew them. But I 
fear some are in danger now from that awful 
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ground. I know light and potrer have gone witK 
the truth that I have been enabled of late to deli- 
ver, whatever becomes of me; and I am afraid 
some rebel against it with full ptirpose of heart. 

To bear the reproaches and scourges of these 
tongues is not an easy work to flesh and blood : 
it grieves my very heart, and makes me often 
wish that I had never spoken a word. The taber- 
nacles of Edom and the Ishmaelites, of Moab and 
the Hagarenes, they all help the children of Lot. 
Letters are sent from ministers in London to 
Lewes, to caution the people from receiving my 
errors, and to^ endeavour to prejudice their minds 
against me. Will not the Lord do unto these ar^ 
unto the JVIidianites, as to Sisera and Jabin? What 
have I done? O that I Was sure Qf my interest in 
the truths that I see, and in some measure am* 
enabled to speak! then I would not care for any 
of them : but that I myself, after all, may be » 
cast-away, discourages me. 

The Bible is often as if it had been locked up, 
and not one ray of light opening in it; and my 
heart fretting against God, and the temptation 
following me to the pulpit, that I shall not have a 
word to speak, and that I have neither lot not 
portion in the matter. And yet, in general, when 
I open my mouth, I have such boldness to speak, 
and am constrained by such power, that I am 
astonished at myself; and, when I have come 
down, I have been ashamed, and wished I had not 
spoken as I-did. I know not what will become 



Digitized by 



Google 



79 

of me. The Lord bless your soul, and prosper 
your labours* I hope, with the Lord's leave, sooa 
to see you. Let me know if you have any in* 
tended journey in the country, that I may not 
miss you. I believe you do not forget me; and 
my sincere but poor wjshes are for your prosperity; 
while I remain. 

Ever sincerely yours, 

J. Jekkivs. 



LETTER XVL 

To the Rev. J. Jenkins. 

My dearly beloved brother in Christ; my true yoke- 
fellow and companion in travail, and in the kingdom 
and patience of Christ: grace and peace be multi- 
plied. • 

Every letter of thine confirms me more and more 
of the good work begun in thee. Thou art full 
of power, by the Spirit of God, to shew to Jacob 
his transgressions, and to Israel his sins. Tliou 
art now a servant of Christ, and wilt never more 
be able to preach to please men. The offence of 
the cross has not ceased with thee now, but is 
reviviid. God Almighty bless thee, my dear 
brother. Go on, thou mighty man of valour, like 
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a champion for God: stand like a brazen M'all anrf 
an iron pillar. Thy face is like an adamant against 
the forehead of every daring rebel. God hath 
set thee to pluck up, to root up, and to throw 
down ; yea, and to build and to plant It is not 
thou that speakest, but the* Spirit of thy Father 
that speaketh in thee; which, in the sinner's con^ 
science, is not weak, bat mighty. The word of 
God will mightily grow and prevail. His counsel 
shall stand ; his pleasure shall be done : God willf 
work, and none shall let it. Thou hast no more 
power over thine own heart or tongue now, in: 
the pulpit, than I have over mine. Thou art now 
as God's mouth; his ambassador to personate 
him; and he is with thee as a mighty terrible 
one. In hiny thou art a tower and a' fortress; set 
to know the people, and to try their ways. Thy 
pulpit is God's tribunal) and by thee G^d comes, 
near to the sinner to judgment. Thou art made 
manifest in the sinner's conscience; and, like a 
watchman on his duty, findest, the sinner, takest 
the thief up, discoverest the disloyal and rebdlioii^ 
and makest the sinners in Zion afraid; while fea[r- 
fulness surprises the hypocrite. " Surely the 
wicked shall not stand in judgment, nor sinners 
in the congregation of the righteous;" nor shall 
the people of Lewes have either dew or rain but 
according to thy word. They that come not up 
to keep the feast of tabernacles have no rain; the 
cloud of witnesses distils no dew upon themf; 
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which is to be the plague of all that come not up 
to the feast of tabernacles : the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it. 

Be patient, my dear brother, and humble thy- 
self under the mighty hand of God, and he shall 
exalt thee in due time. Thy faith has got a fast 
hold of the justice of God, of his truth, of his 
holiness, of his immutability, and of his terrible 
majesty; only lovingkindness and tender mercy 
are yet lacking in thy faith. Thou believest the 
law, the threatenings of the law, the dreadful fall 
of man, and all that the scriptures say of human 
depravity; and, ere long, faith will bring home, 
and bring in, the promise and the promised bless- 
ings. Thou art not yet come to that sacred spot 
where deliverance shall surely be wrought out. 
'When their strength is all gone, I will appear; 
when they have nothing to pay with, they shall 
be forgiven ; when they are last in their own eyes, 
they shall be first; when ready to perish, they 
shall come to the feast: when their tongue faileth 
for thirst, I the Lord will hear them.' To them 
that have no might' he will increase strength; 
M'hen there is but a step between the sinner and 
death, life is at hand; when fast bound in affliction 
and iron, liberty cometh; when the snares of 
death and pains of hell encompass the soulj then 
God appears gracious and merciful. It is a cry 
from the belly of hell that enters the ears of the 
Lord of Sabaoth. Self- despair is the spot where 
deep calleth unto deep. The mercy-seat and sclf- 
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despairing sinner are never far from each other. 
All that thou hast experienced, or mayest yet go 
through, will be found little enough to counter- 
balance thy future prosperity; and this thou wilt 
find when thou comest to return in the power of 
the Spirit, and the fame of Jenkins is spread abroad. 
The deep incisions made by the sword of the 
SpiVit, and the various breaches made in thy 
broken heart, will only serve as so many outlets, 
hereafter to carry off the corruption that will 
appeal' under the swellings of pride and self-seek- 
ing, with which Satan will often ensnare thee. 
In future days thou wilt understand me perfectly. 
God is instructing thee with a strong hand, that 
thou mayest not say a confederacy to every one 
that is called a minister. He himself will arm 
and equip thee with grace in thy heart, and truth 
in thy mouth; and perishing sinners will find thee 
out without being decoyed by a popish robe, or a 
long band, and without being charmed or allured 
by a set of bagpipes or a box of whistles. Thou 
wilt as soon dare to become a popish priest as to 
set these snares within sight of the birds of para- 
dise. It is needful that a minister of Jesus be 
well acquainted with the plague of the human 
heart, the severity of God, the spirituality of the 
law, the wiles of Satan, and the deceitfulness of 
sin; with the workings of unbelief, legal bond* 
age, and the fears and torments that attend an 
awakened sinner. These things, when felt, make 
the sinner feel his need of Jesus; and a minister 
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who has been in these fires can delineate the 
troubled soul, come home to his conscience, be 
acquainted with all his feelings, and will ever 
^appear before the awakened mind as a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the yvord of truth. Pay no regard to the letters 
that are sent you by ministers from London. The 
work is not yours, but God's; and what he has 
•appointed for you to do, that you shall do, and 
no other shall. Your line is already chalked out, 
and your warfare is before you; and blessed bjB 
he that enlargeth Gad, and wo to him that strait* 
eneth him. 

Stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved; be 
vaJiant for truth; declare the whole coup^el of 
;G.od J ^nd iear the face of no man. Adieu. 

Ever thine, 

W. H. 



LETTER XVIL 
To the Rev. .Mr. Huntington. 

r)EABLY BKLOVED AND EVER HONOURED FATHER 

iij THE lord; 

Jc Q.R ,so, I l)elieve, I must call you hjenceforth; as 
^ tf^t tjjje Lord, by ypur .instrumentality, has 
.feegott^ ^e to a lively bppe; and, though it 
jiipounts , not to ^u ^ssurapce, yet it. wonderfully 
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supports my soul in her conflicts with unhelief 
and the powers of darkness. Having discovered, 
under your ministry, that the blessed Spirit has 
begun the work' of faith in my heart, gives rise to 
a strong confidence, at times, that he will go on 
with it to the day of Jesus Christ. But still I feel 
such bondage and darkness that exceedingly tries 
me; and, when I have had a hard and dark season, 
I am ready to give all up; that I will neither 
preach nor wait any longer : and yet I cannot but 
hope somehow, and at seasons feel comfort and 
joy rising up in my soul for what the Lord has 
done for me, and for what I have in expectation. 
But, after all, I remain in bondage, and bowed 
down under fear and doubts; the Bible shut up, 
and so blind and ignorant that I can see nothing; 
and never, I think, did I see and feel so much 
of it. 

I am led, somehow, from preaching so much 
of the law and the terrors of it as I used to do, 
that I can speak of nothing but about faith and 
hope; and am at a loss too to get at these from 
the scriptures, so as clearly to describe them. My 
heart and the Bible are still mysteries to me, and 
I know not when I shall be able to understand 
them. But, after all, it astonishes me, more than 
any thing, that the ever-blessed Lord Kas con- 
descended to look to, and work upon, such a fil- 
thy brute; that he brought me from such an 
awful state of sin and darkness; kept me from 
going down to the pit, when I was so much like 
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those that go there: that he hath delivered me 
from the dreadful terrors of a guilty conscience, 
and an accusing law, and awful blasphemies 
against his holy name, by bringing me to hope in 
his word; which I trust, he will fulfil in his good 
and appointed time. And I hope you will never 
cease praying that the Lord would make me feel 
the power of his divine love ; for I think, if this 
was the case, I should never cease praising his 
name while I have breath, for my debt is im- 
mense. 

The friends at Lewes salute you most affec- 
tionately, and wish, above all things to see you 
again. Their hearts have been refreshed, and we 
have all been strengthened. They have been 
confirmed that I was right, and that my preaching 
was not in vain ; and I am confirmed that the 
Lord works on many. I could not depend on 
my own judgment, nor could they, perhaps, so 
much as on yours. I can see some begirt to look 
out of obscurity, others strengthened in hope; 
some sinking deeper; and the mouths of many of 
our adversaries stopt in a great measure. 

Many of those who had left me begin to drop 
back. Mrs. S. sends her grateful remembrance 
to you. She received light to see the work on 
her heart, and begins to creep out of her hole. 
She had been in a profession for a number of 
years : and, when I began to preach the state of 
man in sin, and the bondage of the law, she could 
follow me, having been in great legal distress for- 
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iTierly; but, when I was led to cut at false evi- 
dences and carnal hopes, down she came, and has 
been above a year now pretty sharply exercised. 
But you described the work, and she saw it, and 
now talks confidently; and I can see now the 
Work is real. My poor friend, whom I mentioned 
was brought into liberty, desires her best love to 
you. She heard you at Ninfield, atid could see 
eye to eye with you. She wished, above all 
things, she could speak one quarter of an hour 
with you; but your hurry would not then admit 
of it. She is one of my strongest testimonies. 
She declares that it is the same spirit Gilbert 
may curse her, but he cannot come nigh her. She 
stands on mount Zion, which is never to be moved. 
She told her experience to a neighbouring woman, 
which sunk so deep as to bring her into bondage, 
and there she is nursing her. I trust we begin 
to increase a;nd multiply. The Lord bkss you, 
prays 

Your affectionate son, 

J. Jenkins. 



LETTER XVIIL 
To J. Jenkins. 

My son! God be gracious to thee, my son. But 
how is it that thou h^st*brokett forth? I was going 
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to say, this breach be upon thee. How is it that 
thou hast so soon changed thy language? The 
tongue of the stammerer begins to speak plainly, 
'i'hy * ifs and huts* will shortly get out of fashion, 
and come into disuse and contempt. Faith begins 
to talk^ and she will soon begin to triumph. I 
have for some time perceived her; but unbelief is 
such a railing adversary, and draws such wretched 
and hasty conclusions, that poor faith can scarce 
put in a word. The prisoner will soon go forth, 
and he that sits in darkness will soon shew hitp- 
self; and when this Hebrew comes out of his hole 
^e shall have a pure language. 

The good work is not only begun, but it is going 
on apace. The word shall grow and prevail, and 
grace shall reign; but thou must not wonder if it 
should come to pass, that at the very place of the 
breaking forth of children thou shouldest find 
thyself once and again thrown back into all thy 
former hard labour: nor must thou conclude it is 
an abortive birth on this account; it is intended 
to make us deeply sensible of our affliction and 
our misery, the wormwood and the gall, that our 
souls may have them long in remembrance, and 
be humbled in us. 

But thou art still in bondage : be it so. Blessed . 
is the man whom God chasteneth, and teacheth 
him out of his law, that he may give him rest 
from the day of trouble. When thou hast fulfilled 
thy daily task under that schoolmaster, and been 
well exercised with the burden of guilt and the 
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yoke of thine own transgressions, thou wilt highly 
prize thy enlargement, and know the wqrth of 
the great deliverer. It is for the want of a little 
of this school- learning that we have so many 
mongrel preachers : they have claimed their de- 
grees at Zion without learning one lesson at Sinai; 
but all they have got of Christ is the word, not 
the power ; and all that Christ has got of them is 
the tongue, not the heart. 

But you are ready to give all up, and to say 
you will neither preach nor wait any longer. 
This is coming to a point indeed: however, the 
religion that comes by grace differs much from 
that you had formerly, that profession you took 
up of your own accord; and you might have laid 
it down again, without either danger or difficulty, 
if you had thought proper. But you are now in 
the hand of God; and his will, not thy own, 
must and shall be thy only rule. *I will' and 
* they shall' is the language of th6 new covenant 
from first to last; and to this thou must submit, 
whether thou choosest or refusest. To talk of 
waiting no longer upon him, who has so long 
waited to be gracious to thee, deserves no milder 
rebuke than that of " Get thee behind me, Satan." 
" That which hath been is named already, and it 
IS known that it is man : neither may he contend 
with him that is mightier than he," Eccl. vi. 10. 
It is a fool's lips that enter into contention, and 
his back calleth for strokes; and these strokes 
must come on till we can ssiy " Thy will be done/* 
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And then, and not till then, will the Lord cbm- 
mit to your trust the word of reconciliation, and 
take thee sensibly into friendship. 

The language of unbelief is just like what is 
vulgarly called Irish bulls : it is nothing but self- 
^ contradictions. The man that uses this tongue of 
the crafty never confesses what he really belieives^ 
nor speaks what he really thinks; so that the words 
of his mouth arc diametrically opposite to the me- 
ditations of his heart: this Cretian is always a liar, 
an evil beast, and a slow belly; and this witness 
is true. 

But the captive exile hastens that he may be 
loosed, and that he should not die in the pit ; and 
I am afraid of his coming forth too soon, lest, like 
the grass upon the house top, he wither before hev 
be grown up, and appear among those thin ears 
blasted with the east wind, wherewith the mower 
fiUeth not his hand, nor he that bindeth sheaves 
his bosom. " Wherefore dothi a living man com- 
plaih, a man for the punishment of his sin ?'• I say 
a living man; one whom God has quickened when 
dead in trespasses and sins; a man that has life, 
and feels the terrors of the Lord, the bondage of 
the law, and the plague of his own heart ; who 
feels a mighty famine in the land, and has an ap^^ 
petite for the bread of life, and a thirst for the liv- 
ing God; who feels divine motions towards the 
Almighty, the comfortable rise of a good hope^ 
the conflicts of faith, and who is indulged with 
ap expectation that shall never be cut off? 
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A good minister of Jesus Christ, above all menr 
inust be refined in the furnace of affliction, and be 
trained and disciplined in the school of correction. 
It is needless that persons ordained for this good 
work should be made to feel all that, as instruments, 
they are intended to discover, and taste and feed 
upon that food which they are to set before the 
household of faith. They that are to be God's 
mouth to a people must be taught of God. them* 
selves. How wilt thou be able to describe those 
convictions which are common to nature, from 
those given by the Spirit of God, unless thy own 
convictions terminate in sound conversion ? None 
but a penitent sinner can describe real repentance; 
and they must be made sorry after a godly sort 
who describe godly sorrow. A soul dead in tres- 
passes and sins cannot preach the quickening ope* 
rations of God; nor can an unpardoned man preach 
the forgiveness of sins. He must be born again 
who describes a spiritual birth, and he must be 
justified who is a preacher of righteousness.' A 
rebel to God cannot be an ambassador of peace, 
nor is an enemy a proper person to be entrusted 
with the word of reconciliation. 

A choice experience of these things upon thine 
own soul will, under God, make thee an able mi- 
nister of the New Testament ; a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed ; a pastor in the pulpit, 
an interpreter to Zion's inquirers, and a valuable 
physician by a sick bed. But he that is destitute 
of these things is an empty sound in a pulpit, a dry 
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breast to the babe in grace, a dumb dog in spiritual 
company, a blind guide to the inquiring soul, and a 
physician of no value to a wounded spirit But I 
am persuaded better things, «yea the best things, 
of thee, my son, and things that accompany sal- 
Tation : for I am fully persuaded that the good 
work is begun in thee, and that it will be carried 
on, till thou art thoroughly furnished for every 
good word and work. So I write, and so you be- 
lieve. 

Ever yours, in faithfulness and truth, 

W. H. 



LETTER XIX. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

Your valuable and much welcomed favour came 
to hand in due time; and it gives me no small com- 
fort that the Lord lays my case so near the heart of 
his servant: and I trust he will, in his own blessed 
time, perform the counsel of his messenger. To 
me the prospect is often gloomy enough ; yet you 
can see better: and the witness of God is better 
yet; and it is this I want. He has borne testimony 
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to the word of his grace from your mouth I know, 
and has fulfilled it in a measure to me ; and why 
may not the whole be accomplished? Nothing shall 
be impossible to him«that belie veth; but I cannot 
see that I have faith. Faith obtains promises, and 
overcomes the world : but I cannot rest on the pro- 
mise, and am a captive to corruption. 

I have found strange goings on in my soul of 
late. I think there never was a lust in a heart, 
nor a corruption in human nature, but what is 
stirred up in mine; and such wicked, obscene> 
and abominable thoughts as are too shocking to 
mention, which can never come but from Satan 
himself. These make me fear the work is not 
real, and into darkness and bondage I fall. I am 
afraid in my heart of falling into their hands. I 
earnestly pray the Lord against them; and some- 
times they. cease a little, but return again; and, 
though I hate them, yet I think something in me 
receives them. 

Dark and bound God knows I am, and my 
feet are in the stocks the whole week round. But 
I am afraid this is not the same as you mean. You 
mean the exercise and trial of a broken-hearted 
sinner; but I am as bitter and as stubborn as a de- 
vil, and could lay violent hands on those that op- 
pose me, and beat them with the fist of wicked- 
ness. The Lord only knows what will become of 
me; and yet, through all these gloomy scenes, I 
am still encouraged to hope that the Lord will not 
give me up, but bring me through all these, and 
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much more. I know I am to endure before I atn 
made truly humble. The opposition I meet with 
from preachers and others fills me with wrath and 
malice; and sometimes I am so discouraged that 
I am ready to give all up, fearing that I am attempt- 
ing something in my own strength, and that tlie 
Lord will not countenance me. 

Last Sunday Gilbert declared, before all the 
people at Hailsham, that neither myself nor any 
of my followers were to be again admitted to that 
place; and the next time I went there the chapel was 
shut against me, and the key denied. I preached, 
however, in a person's house who opened his door 
for me, ancj was invited by a woman the next 
morning to breakfast with her. I did not promise 
her, as I was rather discouraged, thinking the 
Lord had done nothing by me in that place, and 
therefore concluded that I would never come there 
again; but the next morning I altered my mind, 
and called on the person who had invited me, and 
found the I^rd had wrought upon her by my minis- 
try, and confirmed her by yours. She told me she 
picked up a little under every discourse you preach- 
ed at Lewes; for she heard them all. The good 
man her husbatid, who is a man of some property, 
told me, if I could find a little place for myself in 
the town, he would give me 501. towards it when- 
ever I should call for it; which rather lifted up 
my drooping^head: 

The morning before this I had found another 
farmer, whom, I trust, the Lord has called by his 
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grace, Jmd brought out from the clutches of Vid- 
dler, who is one of Mr. Winchester's pupils. This 
man Viddler is desperately enraged against your 
late book, and has threatened to answer it, jand 
call it * Huntington's Everlasting Nonsense.' It 
is awful to hear him. But now he says it is not 
worth his notice; and, for my part, I believe him. 
He never was a partaker of any one truth it con- 
tains. The account of the above mentioned far- 
mer made some amends tome for Gilbert's unkind 
treatment, and the Lord reward his kindness. 

I have sent notice to Cranbrook that I will be 
there, if the Lord permit, next week. I am sorry 
for poor Tom Smith ; he never grieved me but in 
part. But to whomsoever you forgive any thing, I 
forgive also. I have received a letter from him, and 
have told him that I can, from my heart, forgive 
all, and pray for him too; and I hope the Lord 
will humble him. All the friends at Lewes, and 
the country, still remember you ; and we all are 
glad that you intend to visit us again before the 
summer is over; for this I pray the Lord, as I know 
your ministry was blessed among us. The first 
week I can get my head out of the collar I will 
trip to Loudon. I long to hear and see you. God 
bless you, and abundantly prosper you, prays yours 
in the truth, and wishes he could say in the bond 
of love, 

f. Jenkins. 
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LETTER XX- 

To the Rev. J. Jenkins. 

My clearly beloved brother, true yoke-fellow^ and cpm- 
panion in tribulation^ and in the kingdom and patience 
of Christ, 

I RECEIVED yours, and am glad of every line from 
you informing me how you go on. I pay no 
regard to your unbelief. Doctors that are used 
to walk the hospitals hear her voice in every ward* 
Persons that are exposed to the storm will say 
any things but their word stands for nothing. 
The Psalmist said, " Hath God forgotten to be 
gracious, and will he be favourable no more? is 
liis mercy clean gone for ever, and hath he shut 
up his tender mercies for ever?" But he acknow- 
ledged that this was his infirmity, and not the 
voice of the turtle dove, which attends the sing- 
ing of birds. 

God, my dear brother, has chosen his elect in 
the furnace of affliction. The fire of sin flaming 
in the whole frame of nature; the fiery law work- 
ing the flames of wrath in us;- and the fiery darts 
of Satan hurled at the soul, under a divine arrest; 
discover the base metal, and make it rise on the 
surface of the mind, and disclose itself to the 
enlightened understanding. The scent that is in 
us must be changed. We must be emptied from 
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vessel to vessel, that we may not settle on our 
lees. The blessed atonement will purge the guilt, 
and the blessed Spirit will remove the filth of sin, 
when once the day of the Son of man (the set 
time to remember Zion, the time appointed for 
every purpose) arrives. Then the weeper shall 
laugh, and the mourner shall be comforted ; then 
Naphtali shall be a hind let loose, and shall give 
goodly words; then shall the wild ass be sent out 
free, and God shall loose the bands of the wild 
ass; then shall the simple and contemptuous 
means of moving the jaw-bone slay the Philistines 
heaps upon heaps, and make the word of tfuth a 
savour of life unto life, or of death unto death. 

Satan always bestirs himself when any man is 
raised up to seek the welfare of the children of 
Israel: he loves to have the highways unoccupied, 
and to see the passengers go in by-ways. But 
God will set thee in the gap, and make thee an 
healer of the breadh, and a restorer of paths to 
dwell in; and thou shalt raise up the foundations 
that God has laid for many generations, Isai. Iviii. 
12. The Lord shall give thee such a propitious, 
such a soul-dissolving, look, as shall furnish thee 
at once; and thou shalt go in his might, and shalt 
deliver Israel. Then a broken pitcher, a burning 
lamp, the sword of the Lord and of Gideon, shall 
be sufficient: kings of armies shall flee apace, and 
she that tarries at home shall divide the spoil. 
Thou shalt then speak of his mighty acts, and 
declare his greatness; thou shalt utter the memory 
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of his great, goodnessy and declare the might of 
his terrible acts. Thou shalt speak of the glory 
of his kingdom, and talk of his power, to make 
known to the sons of men his matchless grace, 
and the glorious majesty of his kingdom. 

" Fight the good fight of faith; lay hold on 
eternal life." Quit yourself like a man, and be 
strong, that you be not a servant to Moses, to 
Satan, to sin, nor to the Philistines. Cast not 
away your confidence, which hath a great recom- 
pense of reward. "Follow the Lamb whither- 
soever he goeth,'' whether through evil report or 
good report. Watch the footsteps of the flock, 
and compare every step with theirs as they stand 
upon record. A young man must cleanse his 
way by taking heed thereto, according to God's 
word. Say not a confederacy to any; this is not 
a time for it. Dare to be singular, and thou shalt 
shine as a light in the midst of a crooked and per- 
verse generation. Encourage a tender conscience, 
and a filial fear; and thou wilt find thyself braced, 
armed, and equipped, like a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. Endure hardness as such, and expect a 
cross daily, and. afflictions in every place; and 
then thou shalt not be easily surprised, nor wilt 
thou be often disappointed. Pay no regard to 
the speech of them that are puffed up, but regard 
the power of godliness: for, if they are strangers 
to the power of efficacious grace ; if they preach 
not under the powerful operations of the Spirit; 
if they have no power with God in prayer; if np 
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power attends their words to quicken dead sinners, 
nor to refresh the bowels of living saints; they 
are instruments without life, wells without water, 
and ministers of nothing but the letter. Shew 
thyself approved unto God, and aim to please 
him that has chosen thee to be a soldier ; while 
I, thine affectionate friend and servant, shall run 
in trenches, and shout for the battle. 

W. H. 



LETTER XXI. 
T6 the Rev, Mr. Huntington. 

R£V. AND DEAR SIR, 

I HAVE taken the liberty to write to you, though 
I never had the happiness to see you in the flesh ; 
yet am not out of all hopes but I shall in the 
Lord's good time : and, though I am unknown to 
you in person, yet not in spirit, for I find a union 
with you in those glorious doctrines you preach 
from the Bible of divine truth; and in some happy 
measure experience the same upon my own soul ; 
and heartily pray the Lord may teach me more 
and more by his Holy Spirit ; for none leacheth 
like him. You are one, who, I am persuaded, 
have obtained mercy from the Lord Jesus, there- 
fore I will relate to you something of the Lord's 
dealings with me. And, as the Lord has given 
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you a spirit of discernment, I pray that he may 
enable you to sec into my experience clearly, and 
send me a faithful answer to this letter. 

I was under convictions early on account of 
sin; and these, continuing to follow me, made 
me desirous to hear the word, which I received 
with great joy* I have now made a profession 
of the gospel six years, or thereabouts ; but have 
not till very lately enjoyed liberty by the blood 
and righteousness of Christ, applied by the Spirit 
to my soul. In the course of the above time I 
have been under great distress of mind for weeks 
and months together, and very fierce temptations 
from Satan, with a load of guilt and wrath upon 
mj" conscience, while the pains of hell gat hold 
upon me, and I expected that that must be my 
portion. The devil tempted m^ many ways to 
self-murder; sometimes to throw myself into the 
water, at other times to use the halter, and the 
like; despair at the same time seizing upon me, 
and being often at my wits end, rendered me in- 
capable of attending to my lawful business. If I 
read the word of God, it seemed to make against 
me on every hand; though, at times, I was 
favoured with a hope that the Lord would deliver 
me, and then I was a little refreshed, though I 
frequently wore a countenance more' like a person 
in despair than any thing eke. I often attempted 
to pray, but did not seem to be heard; and, 
because not delivered, I supposed I Was not re- 
garded. But the Lord so held me up that I did 
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not fall a prey to my enemies, as I used to fear 1 
should; for I have felt myself encompassed ahout 
with many devils at a time. One day, in particu- 
lar, I think I felt more distress, than ever upon 
my soul, and seemed as though I was sinking 
indeed into the bottomless pit; when, all on a 
sudden, these words came with amazing power; 
" I have blessed thee, yea, and thou shalt be 
blessed." I felt all my guilt and distress vanish 
in a moment, and I was much refreshed, to my 
great astonishment, so that I could thank and 
praise the Lord. Nevertheless my distress would 
return, but not with such power as before ; and, 
though not delivered by the blood of sprinkling, 
yet I was enabled to say if I perished it should be 
at the feet of Jesus. 

. I sat under a minister, by name Universal 
Charity, though I did not know it then ; but he 
has since made an open confession of it Here I 
got neither joy nor comfort, but what begun and 
ended in the flesh. I often feared all was not 
right; that I was a hypocrite; had a name to live, 
but was dead; therefore I begged the Lord to 
search and try me, and see what evil way there 
was in me, to root it out, and lead me in the way 
everlasting. My wife heard, in the course of 
God's providence, that Mt. Huntington had pub- 
lished a book entitled, * The Cry of Little Faith,' 
which we made inquiry for among some profes- 
sors, who treated it with disdain, and seemed in 
general neither to approve of it nor of its author; 
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saying, he was a man of a very bad spirit, &c. 
However, a person in the neighbourhood, a God- 
fearing man and a lover of your works, lent us 
^ The Bank of Faith,* which we carried home, 
and read, and blessed God for the perusal of it; 
for, having experienced many trials in providence 
as well as in grace, and finding how the Lord had 
heard and answered your prayers, we took encou- 
ragement to go to a throne of gracie, where we 
also found deliverance. We now got more of 
your writings, which the Lord was pleased to 
bless to me, by sending them with power to my 
heart I was so well assured that they were 
agreeable to scripture and Christian experience, 
that every thing fell before them in my soul, and 
I was enabled to receive them in the love of 
them. 

Now the Lord enabled me to pray more 
earnestly, that he would make me a Christian 
indeed by the power of the Holy Ghost ; for I 
saw nothing short of this would do. I felt myself 
a lost, undone, ruined, cursed, hell-deserving sin- 
ner; having broken his holy law, the spirituality 
of which the Lord shewed me more and more 
daily, that it cursed me, and that it could neither 
speak peace nor pardon, nor give life. All hopes 
of being saved by it were now cut off. I was 
helpless, without strength, and ungodly; being 
nothing but sin in myself, I was convinced that 
none but Jesus could d6 such a sinner good. I 
felt mj5^ entire need of his Holy Spirit tp make 
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me a new creature, which I heartily prayed I 
might be, and that nothing but the blood and 
righteousness of Christ, brought home and applied 
by the Holy Spirit to my soul, could pardon, 
justify, and screen me from God*s wrath and curse, 
which I so justly deserved, and that to all eternity. 
Providentially I went with my friend before men- 
tioned to hear Mr. Jenkins, about eight months 
ago, whose preaching I found quite agreeable to. 
scripture, to Christian experience, and to your 
writings. After which I was enabled to pray for 
faith, for I had none of my own, knowing it was- 
the gift of God, and of the operation of the Holy 
Ghost, and that nothing short of this was of any 
value. 

A few of us, being in a starving condition, 
agreed to invite Mr Jenkins to preach at Ninfield, 
where we had nothing preached but legal doctrines 
and universal restoration, which would not do 
for us who wanted the bread of life. Mr. Jenkins 
consented to come; though many professors were 
as much displeased with him as they are with 
you. However we did not mind that, but ob- 
served they were welcome to the shadow, so we 
had the substance; namely, Christ Jesus formed 
in our hearts the hope of glory. Myself, and a 
few others, approved of his preaching, knowing 
it was scriptural and experimental; and I was 
enabled again to pray that the Lord would instruct 
me by his Holy Spirit, rAreal his Son in my heart, 
and give me a real experimental acquaintance 
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h the Saviour's blood and righteousness. The 
Lord in answer sent this passage of scripture to 
my soul, Zech. iii. 4; "Behold I have caused 
thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe 
thee with change of raiment." Thus the Lord 
blessed his word, and gave me faith in the blood 
and righteousness of Jesus Christ, and set my 
soul at liberty by an application thereof: so that 
I then experienced it was Jesus alone could set 
the lawful captive free. Thus I have given you 
a brief account of the Lord's dealings with me, 
and humbly beg you will send me an answer in 
faithfulness. 

Now a word or two concerning my wife, who 
has sat under the same tutor as myself for about 
seven years. She was under convictions very 
early in life, and when she first heard the word 
received it with great joy, was baptized, and set 
down for a Christian ; but soon after guilt returned, 
distress of soul seized her, and then she beg^a to 
question whether the work was real or no. She 
used to converse with professors respecting the 
work of the Spirit, telling them that she thought 
ibhat a real child of God experienced what she 
never had; for she was well assured every true 
believe rhad, sooner or later, the Spirit of God 
witnessing with their spirits that they are this 
children of God, which was what she w^inted: 
and though she never had heard the doctrine 
insisted on, or preached, yet the Lord was pleased 
to discover to h^r that nothing short of at was to 
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be depended upon. I have often endeavoured 
to comfort her from these passages of scripture, 
'' Blessed are they which hunger and thirst after 
righteousness; blessed are they that mourn," &c. 
but all in vain. She used to reply, she was neither 
comforted, nor filled; therefore could take no 
comfort from them. 

When she read your * History of Little Faith,* 
she thought she saw one more Uke herself than 
ever she had seen before; and your writings are 
now so much her delight, that she vrill hardly 
suffer any other in her hands, except the Bible. 
Shortly after this she heard Mr. Jenkins at Nin- 
field, who treated of the work of the Spirit which 
she had so long wished to experience. She never 
had heard a sermon with so much satisfaction in her 
life, though she did not experience liberty, nor 
has she experienced it yet, and often fears she 
never shall. 

She knows none can set captive souls at liberty 
but Jesus, and still cries to him; yet fears the 
Lord does not hear her prayers, because she finds 
no answer or passage of scripture given her: com- 
plains she has no faith, but feels herself to be a 
poor, wretched, unbelieving sinner, and fears she 
is not elected; and then says, if she is not, she 
shall not be saved : has a great desire to hear you 
preach, and often mourns and weeps lest she 
never should. Had it been in my power to have 
paid her expenses, she should have heard you 
before this. The professors slight her much, 
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because she is fond of you, and those who preach 
the same doctrines. Mr. Jenkins has much encou- 
raged her, by telling her that he expects you 
down in Sussex, and hopes you will come to Nin- 
field ; and so do we/ as there are a few wl^o long 
to see and hear you. 

I have long wished to write to you, but have 
hitherto refrained, thinking myself unworthy to 
hold correspondence with a servant of the Lord 
Jesus Christ; but my wife would give me up rest 
till I did. Conscious of my weakness, I hope 
you will excuse every thing amiss, and correct all 
mistakes. I must now come to a conclusion, lest 
the post should be gone. We both beg your 
speedy and faithful answer, and shall wait with 
great anxiety to hear it every post. We are both 
young in years, but old in sin; and entreat you 
to send us word when you come into Sussex, and 
that you will come to Ninfield. Hope you and 
Mrs. Huntington and family are well; and con- 
clude with praying that every mercy and blessing 
of the everlasting covenant may attend you. 

your unworthy servant?, but sepsible sinners, 

W. and H. Mercer. 
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I.ETTER XXII. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Mercer. 

x>£ar;fri£nds in the lord, 

Gr^ce, mercy, and peace, be multiplied unto you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

I B£C£iy£p your letter, and have considered it ; 
and, in a judgment of charity and of truth, I be- 
lieve the good work is begun in you. It appears 
meet for me to think this of you both. But, if we 
receive the witness of men, the witness of God is 
greater. The former may fail in a trying hour, but 
the testimony of God and conscience can never 
fail; and, '^ He that believeth hath the witness in 
himself." Nevertheless, there are some that shall 
be saved in their latest hours ; for Christ came to 
deliver them who tljrough the fear of death were 
all their life- time subject to bondage, Heb. ii. 15. 
The work of grace is sometimes cut short in 
righteousness, as in the thief upon the cro3S ; and 
sometimes carried on slowly, as in some who long 
wait for the consolation of Israel. Such take slow 
^aces in the footsteps of the flock, and gradually 
rise from stage to stage, and ^^o from strength to 
strength. They look out of o»bscurity and out of 
darkness; then they come out oi^ the prison house, 
and shew themselves \n a profess3^n; and though 
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but near-sighted, or purblind, they take heed to 
the light that shines in a dark place, till the day- 
spring visits them : next the day -dawn and day- 
star arise in their hearts; and, after that, the sun 
of righteousness rises on them with healii\g in his 
rays. Then they shine forth as the morning, and 
their path shines more and more to perfect day. 

When the eye of God looks through the cloud 
ef a sinner's transgressions, and reflects the law on 
his conscience, it alarms him, and awakens him to 
a sense of his danger; fearfulness seizes him, and 
he trembles at his judgments. While the Spirit of 
life from God enters into him, breathes on him, 
and quickens him that he may feel his guilt, the 
yoke of his own transgressions, the dominion 
that sin has over him, the strong man's armour 
that is upon him, the bondage of the law, the dis- 
pleasure of God against his sin, and his own 
weakness ; such a soul has life, though he may not 
have comfort. The apostles were all quickened 
, under the Saviour's ministry, and had the Spirit 
of God, though they knew not what manner of 
spirit they were. But, as a spirit of love, joy, and 
power, he did not so powerfully operate as at the 
day of pentecost. Hence the promise, ** I will 
send the Comforter unto you." 

We must not despise the day of small things. 
God has promised that he will say, they are " My 
people; and they shall say. The Lord is my God." 
The day shall come to all his saints, when the 
tongue of the stammerer shall speak plainly ; the 
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new wine of the kingdom shall be poured forth, 
and they shall drink so as to forget their poverty, 
and remember their misery no more. Their doubts 
and fears shall so subside, as that they shall forget 
themselves awhile, and say, ^* My Lord, and my 
God;'* and that with the testimony of the Spirit, 
without the gainsaying of unbelief, and without 
being contradicted either by scripture or con- 
science. One grain of faith in full exercise, one 
drop of the oil of joy, one humbling impression of 
dying love, will embolden a man to make this 
claim : and sure I am that *^ The zeal of the Lord 
of Hosts will perform this." 

You say you have invited Mr. Jenkins to preach 
at your house. In so doing you have done right, 
for I trust he is a man of God, and works the work 
of the Lord, as I also do; and may you hold such 
in reputation, and esteem them highly in love for 
their work's sake, and you shall reap the benefit of 
their labours. 

The doctrine of universal restoration is the 
pope's limbo, called purgatory; which is a fancied 
region that the papists have explored, in order to 
find ian anchorage, or ground of hope for a soul 
that God has cursed, and it serves as a scare-bird 
to frighten people out of their money. But so 
it is. 

The Arminian, who could never make his call- 
ing and election sure, denies the doctrine of elec- 
tion, and brings in a second sort to be saved; and, as 
he is conscious that no righteousness has ever been 
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imputed to him, he has devised one of his own; 
and as he is not complete in the Lord, he is per- 
fect in himself; and, because he knows that he is 
not redeemed from among men, he preaches uni- 
versal redemption, that himself may be included. 

But what a perilous state must that wretched 
preacher be in, who has no hope but in the regions 
of the damned, and no guests but in the depths of 
hell ! and how must the wrath of God and a guilty 
•conscience debase such a preacher, who sets him- 
self on a level with devils, and preaches restoration 
for the damned ! 

Such a damnable doctrine has not the shadow 
of a basis in all God's book. The bible informs us 
that God has cursed the fallen angels, and that he 
has reserved them in chains to future judgment; but 
not one breath of mercy, or word of gospel, has 
ever been spoken to them. It is to men God calls, 
and his voice is to the sons of men. Christ took 
not on him the nature of angels: for fallen angels 
no representative was ever appointed; for them no 
bargain or covenant wIeis ever struck ; nor for them 
was any provision ever made. No; nor for the re- 
probate of mankind. It reflects dishonour on every 
attribute of God, and on all his revealed will, de- 
crees, and purposes. It is belying the veracity of 
the Most High, and contradicting the scriptures of 
truth, which declare, " The grave cannot praise 
thee; death cannot celebrate thee; they that go 
down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth,'* 
Isaiah i^xxviii* 18. Them that sleep in Jesus will 
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God bring with him. But will he shew wonders 
to the dead? " Shall the dead [in sin] arise and 
praise thee? Shall thy lovingkindness be declared 
in the grave, or thy faithfulness in destruction? 
Shall thy wonders be known in the dark, and thy 
righteousness in the land of forge tfulness?" Ps. 
Ixxxviii. 10 — 12. .No; no righteousness shall ever 
be imputed to the rebel in the grave, nor shall the 
wonders of redemption be ever known in outer 
darkness. The dead in sin shall never praise God, 
nor the heirs of death ever celebrate him; nor shall 
they that go down into the pit ever hope for his 
truth. 

Such a damnable doctrine reflects upon the 
holiness of the law; as if sinners' looking up and 
cursing both their King and their God could pass 
for perfect obedience to the precepts of it ! It be- 
lies Christ and his word, who declares, ** If ye die 
in your sins, where I am ye cannot come;" and 
again, " The world sees me no more :" no more as 
a saviour, though every eye of the wicked shall 
see him as a judge. It reflects upon the justice of 
God; as if a gaol-delivery was to be proclaimed, 
when not one mite of the debt of obedience was 
ever paid by the sinner or the surety ; for Christ 
laid down his life for the sheep, not for the goats. 
It reflects upon the eternity and immutability of 
God, who declares that Israel shall be saved with 
an everlasting salvation ; that they shall not be 
ashamed nor confounded world without end; and 
that the wicked shaUrise to everlasting shame and 
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contempt. Their worm shall not die, nor their 
fire be quenched; and Israers everlasting salvation 
shall as soon find a period as the everlasting con-^ 
tempt of the wicked. God's decreed gulph is 
fixed, and shall never be passed over. It is a 
doctrine contrary to common sense ; for we all 
know that to lie rotting or dying in a gaol never 
pays debts. 

From all such blind guides, from such ministers 
#f Satan, from such deceitful workers, from all such 
destroyers of God's heritage, who lead us to be- 
lieve in a lie, whose preaching is vain, and the 
faith of whose followers is vain, and who are yet 
in their sins, Good Lord, deliver us! 



God bless you both. 



W. H. 



LETTER XXIIL 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

MY DEAR AND BLESSED PASTOR, 

In the name of the ever^adorable Jesus, permit 
one of the weakest of your hearers to intrude a few 
minutes on your time, to tell you what a source 
of joy the Lord was pleased to communicate through 
your ministry on Monday the 8th instant, when 
God Was pleased to reveal his Son in me, in giving 
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me to feel Christ formed in my heart the hope of 
glory. The strong sensation was almost too much 
for my shattered constitution to support What 
Christ live in me ? in such an unworthy creature 
as me? Though I had long desired the blessing, it 
now appeared too great. 

I returned home, unable to converse with any 
one; but walked up and down the yard, wishing 
to be secluded from all but God, and looking 
upwards, as though I would penetrate through 
the starry firmament to behold my Jesus. Some- 
thing seemed to say, * You need not look there 
for him ; look in your own heart, for he is there/ 
This overcame all utterance; so that I could only 
go to my apartment, and vent my joy in tears. 
At length I went to rest, sweetly secure in the 
arms of my Lord, and dropped into repose; from 
which, in three hours after, I was awakened by 
the most excruciating pangs of bodily pain. Not 
wishing to disturb the family, though I had not 
one to speak to, I kept turning about in agony, 
till wearied nature sunk again in sleep. This in- 
flammatory disorder, continued three days, during 
which I felt a divine aid, producing such a serenity 
of soul, that if death was near he brought no 
terrors with him. God grant that, when his war- 
rant comes, I may be thus resigned! 

Thus the Lord, in his own good time, relieved 
me from fears with which my mind has been till 
of late distressed; before which, however, I had 
received, during my attendance on your ministry. 
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many souUcomforting cordials, ^^ Sing, O ye 
heavens!" was a melting discourse to me. That 
from 2 Cor. x. 4, 5, was a strengthening one: 
from the four evidences you adduced of the strong- 
holds of sin being demolished, through the grace 
of God, I could say they were. If I look upon 
covetousness in the right point of view, it never 
was a part of my natural disposition; for I can 
truly say that I found more pleasure in giving 
than receiving: but, as for my righteousness, I 
would not let it go till the Lord fully convinced 
me I had none. My prejudice was so ^eat 
against what is generally termed methodism, that 
I M'ent several miles to persecute a dear sister, as 
soon as I heard of her new principles; and I fol- 
lowed what the world calls pleasure with as great 
avidity as any one, though adored be the Most 
High for not suffering me to fall into criminal 
enormities. Thus covetousness, self-righteousness, 
prejudice, and worldly pleasures have, thanks be 
to God, lost their strongholds in me. 

The sermon from 54th of Isaiah, was truly 
affecting, for the sixth verse, in the literal sense, 
speaks my case. But that from Rev. xii. 10, II, 
was accompanied with such powerful comfort, 
that I said, * Now is come salvation indeed.' My 
eyes thanked you with a look of grateful love ; 
and I could have run to you, and told you what 
consolation I experienced; but, being a stranger, 
I durst not presume. I returned home so happy, 
thanking my God for so unmerited a kindness^ 
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that all the ill-natured treatment I received at 
my return had no effect to disturb the quiet of 
my mind; but I could walk away, and beg the 
Lord to turn the heart of my persecutor. I re- 
mained in this tranquil state till perusing one of 
your books, entitled * The Justification of a Sin- 
ner/ where Prodigalis stands before the bar of 
God, trembling under the apprehensions of wrath 
for a broken law, and self-condemned for having 
violated its precepts, together with Satan's accusa* 
tions, there appearing in the agonies of despair. 
My conscience, or something else, asked me this 
question, ^ Did you ever feel all this terror?' truth 
must reply in the negative. 

All hopes of the safety of my state now 
vanished, and I conceived I had been grasping a 
shadow, and that all was delusion; for, if that 
was the only way into the sheep-fold, I was a 
thief and a robber; although I remember the time 
when, the place where, and the manner how, my 
carnal enmity was subdued. The more I pondered 
on it, the more I was embarrassed: drive it from 
my thoughts I could not. Though I constantly 
attended the worship of God, and at times found 
divine pleasure, yet, when you mentioned any 
thing of the effect of the law upon a sinner's con- 
science, my ear caught the sound, and gloomy 
meditations overwhelmed my mind. Thus, in 
the beginning of your discourse, enlarging upon 
" I am crucified with Christ," you said that God 
mostly began working upon his children by the 
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law, and proceeded in a similar manner as before; 
when I felt my spirits droop, and said within my^- 
self, *Alas! here is no comfort for me.' But, 
when you came to illustrate these words, " Yet 
not I, but Christ liveth in me," the unexpected 
blessing came, and swept away all my fears. 

O, my soul, praise the Lord for his goodness, 
and exalt his holy name for each unmerited favour 
bestowed t and, though the stream of creature- 
comforts runs low, may I ever find Jesus more 
than all to me. But sometimes I think my cross 
is heavier than any; yet, when I take a retrospect 
of the dear Redeemer from Gethsemane to Cal- 
vary tree, and see what the Lord of life and glory 
underwent for sinners vile, like me, I pause and 
say, * Shall I refuse to share with thee the bitter 
draught?' But without the Lord I can do nothing; 
for, at other times, I feel the tyrant's yoke so 
galling, that 1 think I must go, especially when 
an instrument of death has been held up to me, 
joined with the most horrid imprecations. 

Pardon me, dear Sir, for troubling you with 
my sorrows; from which I trust the Lord will, 
ere long, deliver me, when lie has more purged 
my dross in the furnace of affliction. But, before 
I quit this earthly abode, I hope to join the church 
of Christ, and be partaker of Zion's feasts of love; 
and no other can my heart join but yours: and I 
trust, while the Lord is with me, no . temporal 
advantage can draw me from your ministry. May 
I hope to be favoured with an answer when you 
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have leisure? In the mean time, I beg an interest 
iq your prayers, that the God of all grace may 
preserve me from every snare of the enemy, and 
keep me in close union with the blessed Jesus. 
That I may in all things adorn his doctrine, and 
bring glory to his cause, is the ardent desire of^ 

Rev. Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 

E. M. 



LETTER XXIV- 
To Mrs. E. M. 

B£LOV£D OF GOD, 

Yours came to hand; and, as you have acknow- 
ledged meJn part, I have no doubt but you will 
acknowledge rae and my doctrine to the end. 
Those whom God makes manifest in each other's 
heart and conscience are fellow-heirs of the grace 
of life: and those who meet together in the 
unity of faith in their covenant head, will meet 
together in the image of Christ, and in God the 
fountain of life and the father of glory, in the 
realms of bliss. The wretched rag, the fig-leaf 
dress, the useless web of human righteousness, is 
a sad bar, a great impediment, and a deeply-rooted 
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deception, in the human hearty which is as sk mid- 
dle wall of partition between the divine wooer 
and the wooed. God will draw and present his 
highly favoured Hephzibah to the second Adam 
in a wedding garment of his own imputing. She 
must be brought to the King in a raiment of 
needlework ready wrought out to her hand, in 
the preparing of which she lent no aid, and with 
which nothing must be mixed. Adam and Eve, 
when fallen, must both be stripped and clothed 
by the Lord himself, before any union could take 
place between him who inhabits eternity, and 
them in their low estate. 

Thy match is made, and thy day of espousals 
is come! The Lord Jesus is thine, and thou art 
his, to have and to hold, for better for worse, for 
richer for poorer, in sickness and health, in life 
and in death, for time and eternity. None but 
God and the wedded soul know, or can know, 
what fellowship with the Father and the Son, and 
the blessed eflFects of it, mean. ** Eye hath not 
seen, ear hath not heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man; but God hath revealed 
them to us by his Spirit.'* 

Thou wilt find thy present match with the 
Son of David to be attended with the same train 
of changes as do, in the general, wait upon new 
married folks. . There will be many love-tokens, 
and as many withdrawments; some warm em- 
braces and cold refrains; free converse, and silent 
reservedness; provocations to jealousy on bpth 
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sides, and renewings of love; doubtful suspicioo^y 
and mutual satisfaction; unparalleled indulgences^ 
with soul-cutting slights and neglects; many 
heavenly smiles, and many gloomy frowns; the 
kindest respect, and the strangest shyness; the 
sueetest union, and the greatest distance; frequent 
visits, and lamented absence; banquets of wine, 
and waters of Marah; the best of house-keeping, 
and the worst of fasting; the highest joys, and 
the deepest sorrows; the sweetest harmony, and 
the strongest contentions. This is for better, for 
worse. 

Chastity will be sifted to the bottom, and 
every disattccted thought, wandering desire, and 
treacherous affection, will be sought out and 
brought to light. His name is Jealous, Exodus 
xxxiv. 14; and thou wilt often provoke him to 
fulfil his name. 

Whatever thy present cross may be, thou 
mayest find it in the law of retaliation. God 
hangs the balance of the sanctuary in the judg- 
ment of all his children, and there is written on 
the beam, ** Hast thou not procured these things 
to thyself?' It is but to reflect and to come to an 
impartial examination, and the cause is soon dis- 
covered. My old friend conscience will tell thee, 
in thine own mother tongue, that it is but 
measuring back to thee what thou thyself hast 
formerly dealt to others. Therefore there is no 
room for complaint, for God gives no strokes till 
the fool's back calls for them. Nevertheless, he 
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will make thee run to and fro in the yard, and 
look up to heaven again and again yet; for he is 
as merciful as he is severe, and as good as he is 
terrible. 

As to creature-comfort, it is nothing but a dead 
fly in the good physicians ointment; a drop of 
gall in the pot of honey. Thou wilt find it as I 
have done; the less vanity, the more divinity. 
They who have got the living fountain will not 
pine after the broken cistern. The bread of life 
will suffice without spending money for that which 
is not bread, or labour for that which satisfieth 
not. The glory of the Lord so filled the taber- 
nacle and the temple, as to leave no room for one 
Levite to minister; and, when his power and pre- 
sence fill the sinner's heart, there is no room for 
a second, who can be no better than a rival at 
best, because the Lord calls for the whole heart, 
and love with all the soul. 

Cleave close to that friend who loveth at all 
times, and be thou always ravished with his love; 
and then thou wilt always be at home, and always 
have enough; for he is our dwelling-place, and 
exceeding great reward. Unknown friend, fare- 
well! The Lord give thee the blessing of Sarah, 
the wisdom of Hannah, and the affection of Mary. 
While I remain, 

Thy willing servitor in the household of faith, 

W. H. 
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LETTER XXV. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

HY DEAR FRIEND^ 

I WISH you may prosper and be in health, even 
as thy soul prospers. I received your kind epistle 
by T. M. and I pray the Lord to reward you, for 
it refreshed my bowels in the Lord, and encou- 
raged me to hope that, " He who hath the key of 
David, who openeth and no man shutteth, and 
shutteth and no man openeth," will one day come 
to my prison door, and say to the prisoner. Go 
forth; and to him that sits in darkness, Shew 
yourself. Expecting this is my only support; 
and you say we are saved by hope. But the 
delay of this sinks me again; and, fearing this 
will never be my happy case, fear pierces me like 
a two-edged sword. 

Surely there must be something singular in 
my case. I am afraid* it is that black despair 
which the presumptuous fall into, who fall and 
never rise again: there are instances enough of 
this sort daily in the world. 

You call me brother, and invite me to your 
house; but doth not this spring from your natural 
compassion to the distressed, rather than from 
any ground of hope you have in my experience, 
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to believe that 1 belong to your Father in Christ 
Jesus? 

I think, at times, that, if you knew my case, 
you would change your voice, and stand in doubt 
of me; but I submit, knowing that you will 
excuse a distressed sinner. I can see the way 
that you have been led, and the depths of Satan 
that you have known, felt, and waded through; 
but, O Sir, in this we differ. You was a poor, 
simple, ignorant, sinner; and God had designed 
you great work. This is neither my case, nor my 
character. I have sinned against light, against 
heaven, and in God's sight in pretending to great 
things when I knew nothing; I have run, but 
was never sent ; I have meddled with holy things 
with polluted hands; have been a servant, but 
never knew my master ; an ambassador, without 
either mission or commission ; a steward, without 
any trust reposed in me, or any goods committed 
to me; I have taken the. highest seat, but never 
was admitted to the lowest room. *^ And what 
can the Almighty do for me?" because all this 
time I knew I was wrong, and that something 
was wanted which I never had, and yet I pre- 
sumed. This must come near the unpardonable 
sin. O Sir! is it not in reality the great trans* 
gression ? 

But this I can say, whatever becomes of me, 
that I have found many traces of my case in your 
experience, preaching, and writings; and* nothing 
that I have yet heard^ or read, has been of such, 
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support to me. I have consulted and have heard 
many preachers, but they are far enough from my 
case; and this formerly almost distracted me; 
for, if the preaching of most that I have heard be 
right, then I am wrong, yea lost, and gone to all 
intents and purposes, and to all eternity. They 
endeavour to maintain that their preaching is the 
Bible, and the experience of the just; but, if it 
be, neither their Bible, nor their account of the 
experience of the saints, touches my case. This 
I must and do confess, and that publicly; on 
which account some ridicule me, others withstand 
me, and some even curse me, which is striking 
the dying dead. 

I sent you a letter, which you ought to have 
had before your last was written, but which I fear 
hath by some means miscarried. My dear friend, 
fare thee well ; my poor prayers shall be for your 
prosperity. 

J. Jenkins. 



LETTER XXVI. 
To the Rev. J. Jenkins. 

DEAR SIR, 

1 WAS glad when I saw Lewes upon your letter. 
I am always glad to hear from you, and quite im* 
patient to know, not whether the battle be over. 
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but whether patience has had its perfect work, 
and whether resignation and submission to the 
will of God be found in thee. When thou hast 
received this grace, then there will be obedience 
to the faith. 

I believe the Lord will employ me in battering 
thine infidelity, until thou wilt not dare to take 
part,, much less plead, in the defence of it. How- 
ever, I shall not cast away my confidence respect- 
ing thy future enlargement, because it hath a 
recompense of reward even in this life. Those 
that attend the labour shall taste tlie caudle: '^ I 
have seen his ways," saith Jehovah, "and will 
ileal him; I will lead him also, and will restore 
comforts unto him, and to his mourners." 

But what shall I say of them who vex Ephraim? 
Shall I call them spiritual Jews? Nay, verily, for 
^' Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall 
not vex Ephraim." They must be strangers to 
their own chains who add affliction to another's 
bonds. But so it is; he that is ready to slip with 
his feet is as a lamp despised in the thoughts of 
them that are at ease: but wo be to them that 
are at ease in Zion ; for they are not grieved for 
the affliction of Joseph. And what is the afflic- 
tion of Joseph? Why it is the backsliding and 
chastening of Ephraim. God is a little displeased, 
and such help forward the calamity; but what of 
that? ** I," saith, God, "am a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn." Such know not 
the thoughts of the Lord, nor do they understand 
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his counsels. ^* I will not return to destroy 
Ephraim; for I am God, and not man; the Holy 
One in the midst of thee." Ephraim shall be 
chastised as he hath heard: "For since I spake 
against him, I do earnestly remember him still; I 
will surely have mercy upon him, saith the Lord •" 

Remember, they were professors that cursed 
Jeremiah: but the curse causeless shall not come. 
" I will bless him that blesseth thee," saith the 
Lord, " and I will curse him that curseth thee," 
" Let them all curse," saith the Psalmist, " but 
bless thou:" and sure I am that thou art under 
this blessing. " Blessed is the man whom thou 
chastisest, O Lord, and teachest him out of thy 
law." 

It is Christ and his power in thee that are now 
opposed by them. " The world loves its own;" 
those preachers that are of the world, the world 
will hear: " We are of God," and they that are of 
God will hear us, as long as Christ speaks by us, 
for his sheep hear his voice, and will follow him; 
but a stranger they will not follow, but will flee 
from him, for they know not the voice of stran- 
gers, John X. 4, 5. 

Many see your casting down and are afraid; 
and well they may; for, if the pillars of heaven 
tremble and are astonished at his reproofs, much 
more false prophets and congregations of hypocrites. 
However, the holy child Jesus is set for the fall 
and rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign 
that shall be spoken against. But^ when men are 
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cast down, we are to say there is lifting up, for God 
shall save the humble person; then those who now 
see, as they think, your shame, shall see your glory ; 
for thus saith the Lord, For your shame you shall 
have double, and for confusion thou shalt rejoice 
in thy portion: in*this land thou shalt possess dou- 
ble; everlasting joy shall be upon thee, Isai. Ixi, 
T. But before this honour is humility; when he 
has kept thee awhile in the lower room, he will 
say unto thee, " Friend, go up higher;*' then will 
many with shame take the lowest room, when 
they shall see that the first are last, and the last 
first ; " For many be called, but few chosen/' 

Thou hast much cause for thankfulness, but 
none for complaint; God hath furnished thy heart 
with hope, and thy lips with truth; thou art not 
driven now to steal his words, nor yet to scrape a 
few scraps from the bookcase. God has convinced 
thee that he hates robbery for burnt-offerings ; he 
hath turned thy stony heart into a springing well, 
though it is ui. times as a fountain sealed in thy 
conception; yet it shall always spring up, and flow 
over, when the Spirit operates, who is the life of 
the matter and the chief speaker. He shall be to' 
thee both mouth and wisdom, and thou shalt speak 
as he gives thee utterance; for it is not thou that 
speakest, but the Spirit of thy Father speaketh in 
thee. " God is a Spirit, and they that worship 
him must worship him in spirit and in truth." 

The King of kings, and the Lord of all lordi^ 
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be with thee, while I remain thine affectionate 
brother in Christ, and willing servant at com- 
mand, for his sake, 



LETTER XXVIL 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

REV. SIK, 

Whom I highly esteem in the Lord for your 
work's sake; and of whom it may with propriety 
be said, as of Lemuel's virtuous woman, that his 
works praise him in the gates, or in the courts of 
judicature, which used of old to be held in . the 
gates of the cities: so in the courts of judicature 
erected in the renewed conscience and enlightened 
understandings of the faithful, thos^ gates of en- 
trance into God's Sion, the city of our solemnities, 
opened by the divine and condescending porter 
Immanuel, that the blood-bought righteous nation 
may enter in. I say, Rev. Sir, in the integrity of 
my heart, that your works will praise you in these 
gates to many generations; and, by the blessing 
of the Most High on your labours, will be fruit- 
ful in God's vineyard, when you are soared far, 
far above the reach of sublunary care and toil : the 
product of which being treasured up by him, to 
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whom is delegated, as Mediator, all power in 
heaven and earth, he shall in the appointed time 
gather your sleeping dust, and bring this treasure 
forth, as a part of those works which shall follow 
the righteous who die in the Lord. 

In the course of unerring Providence, who or- 
dereth all things after the counsel of his own wilU 
I was the last summer brought acquainted with a 
worthy member of your fold. On his return a cor- 
respondence was opened between us, of which I 
availed myself to inquire, at your mouth, of the 
solution of an important passage in the last clause 
of Heb. iv. 15, " Was tempted in all points, like 
as we are, yet without sin." These words I did 
not quote, only referred to the place, adding, as 
a reason- of my appeal to you^ these words in 
Malachi, " The priest's lips should keep know- 
ledge; and they should seek the law at his mouth ; 
for he is the messenger of the Lord of Hosts." 
Mai. ii. 7. Now, Rev. Sir, as I regard you as the 
messenger of the Lord, and a priest chosen by 
him, to offer the spiritual sacrifice of prayer and 
praise in his sanctuary, I must of consequence 
infer that your lips keep knowledge, and there- 
fore that I strictly adhere to my duty when I in- 
quire there; especially as I have, to speak in the 
language of men, left no stone unturned, but, as 
yet, without effect, as to my satisfaction in the 
inquiry. 

It appears to me, if not misled by the residue 
of the veil of ignorance which remains on- my 
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mind, that there are many points in which we 
may be tempted, in which he never could be 
assailed; and many situations and connexions 
which inevitably entail temptations, to which he 
could not be exposed. 

As you have so far favoured me as to invite a 
^correspondence, I with gratitude accept it Your 
thoughts on the above passages, and also on the 
spiritual meaning of David's pouring the water of 
the well of Bethlehem on the ground, which his 
worthies brought him at the expense of their 
lives, would greatly oblige me. 

The passage forcibly struck me when first I 
read it; but, being at that time peculiarly embar- 
rassed in my temporal concerns, it escaped my 
memory. I think it was in Satan^s lawsuit, the 
first edition. I have read, that book twice since; 
but, as I do not find it there, I am led to think it 
must have been a former edition ; and that, for 
some reason, you have thought proper to suppress 
this passage in the latter edition. You may pos- 
sibly, from these broken hints, be enabled to set 
me right here also. Wishing you every personal 
and domestic blessing, and every official prosperity, 
in the true vineyard, I remain, 

Rev. Sir, 

Yours, 

In unity of Spirit and botid^ of gospel peace, 

M. O. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 
To Mrs. O. 

DEAR MOTHER IN CHRIST, 

May the Father of thie fatherless, the husband 
of the widow, the Saviour of the lost, and the 
Aid of tliem that have no helper, be thy constant 
guest, thy present help, thy friend in need, thy 
bountiful benefactor, the shield of thy faith, the 
helmet of thy hope, the God of thy life, the 
delight of thy soul, the length of thy days, the 
strength of thy heart, and thy portion for everf 
amen, and amen. If the Lord has made any poor 
scribble of mine of any use to thee, or to any 
other of his family, it is no small matter of joy to 
me, who am the chiefest of all sinners, and less 
than the least of all saints. My mother is come 
to prove me with hard questions; and I must say 
to her, as Joseph did to the king of Egypt, God 
shall give her an answer of peace. 

Bethlehem, that little despised place, which 
was so little among the thousands of Judah, was 
the appointed place out of which the Ruler of 
Israel was to go forth after his incarnation, 
" Whose goings forth [as God, and in a way of 
^lercy] were from of old, yea from the days of 
eternity." Tlie well of Bethlehem might pre- 

vox- XIII. K 
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figure the abundance of the Spirit and grace that 
is in God, .who is called a fountain of living 
waters: the abundance of which was communi- 
cated to Christ for us. And as David, who was 
a type of Christ, poured out the water upon the 
earth, so the Saviour pours forth his Spirit and 
grace upon barren souls ; " I will pour water on 
him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry 
ground." Moreover, as Christ, in the many cove- 
nant characters that he sustains, is called wells of 
salvation, out of which the thirsty soul, by ques- 
tions and petitions, draws water with joy, it may 
represent the Saviour; while ministers, good sol- 
diers of Christ, like David's worthies, break 
through all the ranks of opposing devils, corrup- 
tion, and sinners, to get the water of life from 
Jesus, to pour out upon dead sinners and living 
saints, to quicken the former and refresh the lat-^ 
ten Paul plants and ApoUos waters, but God 
gives the increase. . The spring in that well is a 
type of the blessed Spirit of all grace, who, as the 
Redeemer says, shall be in the believer ; not as a 
dead or standing pool, but as a well of living 
water springing up into everlasting life. Many 
persons refreshed themselves at that well, and 
yet the spring still supplied it; so counsel in the 
heart of a gospel minister is as deep waters, and 
the words of wisdom as a flowing brook; yea, 
" The heart of the wise is a well-spring of life^ 
and men of understanding will draw it out," while 
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the character of a false or uninspired preacher is, 
that he is a well without water and a cloud with- 
out rain. 

Your other question, dear Mother, is rather 
difficult, as I dare not be wise above what is writ- 
ten; and as for you, where the Bible has no mouth, 
you must have no ears. That the dear Redeemer 
was altogether without sin, and sinful infirmities, 
is mostcertain; butnotwithout sinless infirmities; 
such as being hungry at the fig tree, weary and 
thirsty at the well of Samaria; subject to sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief; subject to fear, and 
was heard in that he feared; was strengthened by 
an angel, and crucified through weakness: all 
which shew the reality of his human nature, and 
that it was the tabernacle in which the godhead 
dwelt, was part of the children's flesh and blood, 
and that he was a poor and needy man with 
respect to manhood. 

But to the question. All sins are ranged 
under these three heads; the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eye, and the prjde of life: these are 
all that are in the world; and these are not of 
God, but of the world. With these three our 
first parents were ruined. The lust of the flesh, 
she " saw that the fruit was good for food ;" the 
lust of the eye, she saw it was " a tree to be 
desired to make one wise;" the pride of life, " ye 
shall be as Gods, knowing good and evil." With 
all these three Christ was tempted. With the 
lust of the flesh, *' If thou be the son of God, com- 
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mand these stones to be made bread;" with the 
lust of the eye, " Satan shewed him all the king- 
doms of the world, and the glory of them, in a 
moment of time ;** and the pride of life, " All shall 
be thine if thou wilt worship me." And, add to 
all this, the Lord was tempted to s^lf-murder, and 
presumption, by throwing himself from the tem- 
ple, with a promise that the angels should hold 
him up; which presumption was no less than 
tempting God, as the Saviour saysv 

These arc the worst temptatkms that can befall 
many and I think the Lord's temptations were far 
worse than ours ; for we^ being by nature sinfuV 
and by practice »mners, often suck an imaginary 
sweetness from smful thoughts, which the Saviour 
never could: for the prince of this world had 
nothing in him, as he has in us. The Saviour 
was holy, harmless^ and undefiled ; and the more 
holy a person is, the more bitter the vile sugges- 
tions of Satan are. The Saviour's internal purity 
and holiness, and his internal and external righte- 
ousness, were such armour-proofs as foiled and 
repulsed Satan and all his artillery ; the serpent 
could only crawl over that rock ; he left no way^ 
no mark, no trace behind him, Prov. xxx. 19. 
May this blessed Jesus,^ this merciful high- priest, 
keep thee and succour thee in all thy teniptations, 
and preserve thee to his heavenly kingdom, is the 

prayer of, 

Dear Mother, 

Thine in the Lord Jesus, 
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LETTER XXIX. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington* 

DEAR SIR, 

My brother-in-law called upon you on Tuesday 
evening, in the vestry at Monkwell street, by my 
desire, to solicit the favour of a visit from you j 
but, as the distance is so great, and I hear you 
can have no time to spare, a few lines from you, 
after I have stated my case, will suffice for the 
present; and, if God should raise me up again, I 
will make bold to call on you myself 

I am one that was religiously educated, and 
from that I early imbibed the principles of the 
Christian religion with its outward forms. But 
grace is not hereditaiy. Had it been so, I am 
well persuaded my parents would willingly have 
communicated it to me; for I have €V:ery reasoa 
io believe they lived by it, and died in it. 

After trying many systems of religion, and at 
the same time going into every species of wicked- 
ness, though unperceived by men; curiosity 
prompted me, about seven years ago, to come* 
and hear you. At that time I was a rank Armi- 
nian, and strong advocate for free-will. Election 
I held, but not your election; therefore, like Shi- 
mei, I came cursing away; and in this state I 
came and went for four or five years: and, though 
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I deprecated you and your doctrine in all places 
wheresoever I went, yet to save my soul I could 
not stay totally away from hearing you; for, if I 
did for six or twelve months together, which was 
sometimes the case, you was sure to tell me all 
that had transpired in the course of the time. 
This added to the torment I then felt, and made 
a hell within me. 

A volume would be too small to describe the 
horror of soul I felt, from the first sermon I heard 
from you to the present time. All my notional 
religion fell into confusion; and nothing but a 
council of devils and damned spirits could ever 
invent tlie horrible temptations I laboured under: 
my name might truly be said to be Legion. I 
strove many ways to commit suicide, to prevent 
parricide, but never could. I have found none 
that I have talked with yet, except yourself, that 
have gone through the like. I may add to these 
temptations the most horrible blasphemies against 
God and Christ, with all the obscene thoughts 
that I gained by reading bad books, too shameful 
to mention, and this for months, more or less, 
together. 

When I read your experience, my heart went 
with it, and some of my temptations gave way; 
and, if the relating of mine to any poor soul 
labouring under the same would be a means of 
breaking their force, it would give me great plea- 
sure in the recital. 

Had I been ignorantly brought up in the ways 
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of religion, I do not think I should have felt so 
much as I have ; for, whenever a promise darted 
into my mind to give me a little hope, it was soon 
cast away by the supposition of its not coming 
from the Spirit of God, but being the result of a 
religious education; and then I would fall into 
my former despondency, or worse: and, in addition 
to this, my prospect in life cut off, reduced from 
affluence in a measure to poverty; my friends 
standing aloof; my body, like Paul's, weak and 
contemptible; my trade mean, a shoemaker, and 
with great difficulty able to procure a bit of bread 
from day to day, and a trifle of money to keep 
mysf If out of clebt, and my clothes from pledge. 

You see I can, in a small measure, and small 
it is, describe the burden I felt two years ago. 
But I am like the goats, I grow worse and worse; 
for now I am completely shut up; turn which 
way I will, I find no way to escape. 

If I look to God the Father, his majesty in his 
righteous law terrifies me, from a feeling sense of 
jny own vileness. I dare not approach him, much 
less call him my God and Father. 

The law I know I have broken; saved by it I 
know I cannot be; under the curse of it I am; I 
feel the wrath of it on my conscience dailyj 
therefore there is no refuge for me there. 

If my thoughts go beyond the grave, death, 
judgment, and hell, with every dreadful idf^i make 
my blood chill in my veins, 
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If my thoughts go backward, I cannot procure 
an action, much less a thought, that can any ways 
animate my hope, or procure me solid peace. 

To look for happiness in the world, I know to 
be a fruitless attempt. I have found men and 
things deceitful, spiteful, and as inconstant as the 
waves, professors as well as profane. 

If I look within my heart, it is one complete 
mass of iniquity. Hell itself can never produce a 
viler disposition than mine. 

Nothing but an invisible hand keeps me from 
putting tlie vilest thoughts into action; and I 
have often cursed my fate because I could not do 
it; therefore I have no confidence in the flesh. 

The Bible is sealed as to the promises, for I 
have no faith to apply them. The devil I hate, 
therefore I want none of his advice tod assistance; 
tbougli, like many intruding visitors, he comes 
without soliciting. 

But what is worse than all these, a veiled 
Saviour— this, Sir, is hell on earth. To say I do 
not love him is a lie. I have tried to shun him^ 
but eanuot; nor keep from pleading for his name 
and cause, though I have no interest in him. I 
repeatedly ,call to him, but get no answer. I long 
to see him, and am not afraid. I sigh, mourn, 
and fret, when I hear others talk of him, and 
describe hif^ beautJueSf and the value and efficacy 
<of his blood ^a^d righteousness. I have some idea 
^f th^ vaJu^ ^f jthexa by knowing the want of 
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them, and that by painful experience, O, Sir! 
of all the burdens that ever I felt, this is the 
worst; all my other distress is nothing to this. 

Why I am kepi thus miserable, or have been led 
so differently from most, I know not; I wish I did. 
I am always mourning by myself ; I do not like com- 
pany ; they often distress me, but never allay one 
pang. 

Dear Sir, if you love me one half as much as I 
love you, you will take my case, just as it is (fori 
have told you the truth), before the throne of grace 
and plead for me ; and as you are answered so let 
me know, whether good or bad, by a few lines, 
'wrhen it is most convenient And may that Saviour 
virhom I long to see as mine, ever bless you and 
yours. 

Your distressed servant, 

(I would fain say, son in the faith) 



LETTER XXX. 
To J. E. 

MT DEAE FRIEND. 

I RECEIVED yours, dated from Zion's furnace. 
The language I am well acquainted with; it is 
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heard in almost every ward by those who walk iu 
Zion's hospitals; it is not the howling of a dog, 
but the mourning of a dove, and the twittering of 
a swallow, Isa. xxxviii. 14. You arc by no means 
out of my sight, nor yet out of my depth, nor yet 
at the bottom of it by many fathoms; if you were, 
you could not have written such a letter as yours 
is, nor yet one line of it, nor even have read it, if 
another had writ it. It is God that has cast you 
down, not man nor Satan; and sure I am that not 
such a conversion as passes current in our days, no 
nor a thousand such conversions, would be sufficient 
to set such a sinner as you down at Jesus's feet, 
clothed and in his right mind. Thy back calls 
loudly for strokes; and thou must know the terrible 
majesty of God, his strong hand, and the might of 
his terrible acts. The sword of Jehovah must 
reach thy soul, and thou must taste the wormwood 
and the gall; and all this, together with a feeling 
sense of the pardoning love of God in Christ Jesus, 
will be found little enough in future to keep thee 
where God would have thee be, namely, humble 
at the Saviour's feet, and in the possession of a bro- 
ken and a contrite spirit; a sacrifice which the Lord 
our God will not despise. Humble thyself under 
the mighty hand of God; plead guilty; plead the 
merits of Jesus Christ, and sue for mercy in hisname ; 
remembering, that, " Mercy and truth are met to- 
gether, righteousness and piece have kissed each 
other." Truth encourages those who seek mercy 
in Christ, and God is faithful and just in forgiving 
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our sins, and in cleansing us from all unrightousness 
by the blood of Jesus. The great physician gels 
the most glory when he takes in hand the most 
desperate cases. The plague of the heart, the le- 
prosy, wounded spirits, cruel jealousies, and love 
sicknesses, are all to be healed according to the pro- 
mise; and I believe this thy sickness is not unto 
death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of 
God may be glorified thereby. When God, the 
best of fathers, has rebuked and chastened thee ac- 
cording to his own word; when he has visited thy 
sins with a rod, and thine iniquities with scourges ; 
when he has humbled thy proud heart, and opened 
thine ears to discipline; when he has searched thine 
heart, and tried thy reins, and made thee know 
what are thy thoughts; when he hath set thy sins in 
order before thee, and appeared as a swift witness 
against thee : when he has made thee acquainted 
with his just judgment and terrible majesty; when 
he hath shewed thee the spirituality of his fiery 
law, and the desperate evil of sin; when he has 
brought thee in guilty before him, arraigned thee, 
condemned thee, silenced thy murmurings, and 
stopped the mouth of boasting; then he will take 
thee by the hand, and lead thee to the rock that 
is higher than thou, and will shine with complar 
cency and delight upon thee in the face of Jesus 
Christ: therefore despise thou' the chastening 
of the Lord, nor faint when thoa art rebuked 
of him: for all that the Lord loves he chastens 
and scoursces every son whom he receives. If thou 
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art without chastening, of which arc all partakerSy 
then art thou a bastard, and not a son. Thou art 
not yet quite bad enough for the great Physician ; 
all refuge doth not fail thee. ' If my thoughts go 
backward,' say you, *I cannot procure one action, 
much less a thought, that can any ways animate 
my hope or procure me solid peace.' This is 
the worst part of all thy epistle; there is a great 
deal of the old self-righteous leaven in it. No 
ieaven must be found in all the house at the pass- 
over, when God passes over our ti*ansgressions, and 
the punishment due to us for Christ's sake. This is 
aot coming to thewaterswithout moneyand without 
price. God takes no bribes, nor fees, nor will he 
barter his grace with us. This thy way behind 
thee is not quite hedged up with thorns. We arc 
to remember our own ways which were not good, 
and to loath ourselves in our own sight for*our 
iniquities ; this is one thing ; but to look back for 
an action to animate hope, and procure peace, is 
anotlier ; this is not denying self, but trying to fill 
thy belly with husks. A divine Mediator, a sove- 
reign grace, and a finished salvation, are all ready 
and all-sufficient, without any action of thine. 
Thy bills are brought in, but thou art not yet quite 
^n insolvent ; for, " When they had nothing to pay 
he frankly forgave them both." As long as one 
such vain thought as that lodges within theie, thou 
shalt bear thine own burden. There is nothing in 
God's better covenant that militates against a sen- 
sible, perishing, lost sinner. Thou art despairing 
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of God's mercy in Christ Jesus, which is thy sin; 
but thou art not quite despairing of self qualifica- 
tions, which is thy pride: it was that principle 
which kept me so long at the strait gate, and so 
long in the place of the breaking forth of children; 
not knowing that God's grace is sufficient, and 
that his strength is made perfect in our weakness. 
It is the poor and wretched, miserable, blind, and 
naked, that the dear Redeemer counsels to come 
to him for gold, for unction, and for white 
raiment; all which must be bought without money 
and without price. It was this free-will and self- 
righteous principle that made me appear so despi- 
cable in thine eyes at the first, and sent thee away 
cursing from my ministry; for, if thou hadst been 
nothing in thyself, thou wouldest not have been 
offended with me for preaching Christ as the sin- 
ner's friend, and all in all. God will purge thee 
from this, if he beats the furnace one seven times 
hotter than it were wont to be heated; therefore 
stand thou not in an evil thing. Lie passive; 
know that God exacteth of thee far less than 
thine iniquity deserveth, for he hath never dealt 
with thee after thy sin, nor rewarded thee accord- 
ing to thine iniquities. Our light afflictions are 
but for a moment, when compared to eternal tor- 
ment I am persuaded that there are good things 
in thee towards the Lord God of Israel, and things 
that accompany salvation ; therefore patiently wait, 
and quietly hope, for the salvation of God. 
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I shall add no more, but the poor petitions of 
a sinner saved, and a debtor to grace, 

W.H. 



LETTER XXXL 
To the Rev. Mn Huntington. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

JmLy abode is still in the wilderness, and very 
little likelihood, I think, of my coming out of it 
The Lord knows how long I must yet wander in 
it. I live continually between two fears: I fear 
to go deeper into the pit, having suffered so 
severely in it already; and again I fear lest my 
distress should go off before the blood of sprink*- 
ling is effectually applied to my conscience. This 
passage is often with me, " If I say I will forget 
my complaint, I will leave off my heaviness, and 
comfort myself; I am afraid of all my sorrows; I 
know that thou wilt not hold me innocent:" and, 
until he is pleased to remove the charge, I never 
shall be. I often ask the Almighty, Why he keeps 
me so long in this state of suspense, with my life 
hanging in doubt before my eyes? Why he does 
not give me strength to bring forth? And the 
answer I generally receive is, " Make your calling 
and election sure;" " Strive to enter in at the strait 



Digitized by 



Google 



143 

gate." I hope my journey to London has been 
some blessing. Your ministry and instructions 
greatly strengthened me, . and gave me light on 
the state of my soul; though I often say in my 
haste that all men will prove liars. I have such 
light given on the scriptures, and am led into 
those which are descriptive of my case, in a man- 
ner I never was before in all my life. The letter 
is opened to me, and I can see into the hidden 
mystery, and speak with authority, and liberty 
of speech, I never was accustomed to before. I 
can see the way of the valley clear, and speak 
with such boldness of it, and of the absolute 
necessity of every soul that will enter the kingdom 
to come that way, that I am sometimes astonished 
at myself; and fear it to be some presumption, or 
some strange spirit that has possessed me, and 
that I am hallooing before I am out of the wood. 
When lam out of the pulpit I am assaulted with 
such temptations as these: * Now,' says the sug- 
gestion, *you have been declaring the generality 
of preachers and people have deceived themselves, 
and that they must come your way or perish; 
what if you never come out? you do not know 
you ever will; and, after all, you may in one of 
your black temptations commit suicide: you know 
you have been very near it ; then what will be- 
come of that way? If it be the right way, sinners 
will be hardened against it, and for ever shun it.' 
These make me at times almost distracted, and at 
my wit's end; but, as soon as I enter the pulpit, 
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I am obliged to declare the same things again^ let 
come on me what will. I tell them I shall give 
them no more comfort, if I can help it, than I 
have had myself; which was a degree of hope 
that God would bring me out some day : this was 
all that kept my soul from fainting. I liave been 
severely attacked, since I came home, at a church 
meeting; but I hope to bear it patiently, as I still 
think that God will bless his word among them; 
and there are some who are very quiet, and still 
approve my doctrine; but I am afraid they are 
not stripped of self. A night or two before this 
I had a dream, that I was in a certain field, and 
numbers of calves ran up to me, and after them 
a great many homed beasts ran to me most furi- 
ously, but they did me no harm. I awoke, and 
it was much impressed on my mind that this 
dream had some signification; but all the next 
day I could not guess what it could be, till after 
the meeting was over; it then came to my mind 
with that passage, " Rebuke the company of spear- 
men, the multitude of bulls, with the calves of 
the people ; scatter thou the people that delight 
in war." They called all the church together 
another night, and proposed I should examine 
them every one, and give my judgment of their 
state. I objected to it, that I could not see I had 
such a call ; I had no command on the Spirit of 
God, nor had I the key of the scriptures, nor ex- 
perience at command; but, if any soul came to 
me in distress, I might expect the Holy Spirit to 
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put an answer in my mouth. I wish to know if 
I acted right herein. I believe some of them are 
so unhappy, they have no rest day or night; they 
know not what to make of me ; they know not 
the way I take; they want me to preach mor© 
comfortable, and I still continue to knock them 
about, and give them no quarter, though they 
beg hard. But I am still afraid I am doing no 
good. I do not see many fall at the Saviour's 
feet. I have great hopes that one sermon reached 
the heart of one poor soul effectually ; there has 
been a groaning there ever since. Many attend 
constantly; God grant it may never be in vain! 
Write me what the Lord will give you. I am 

Your affectionate, 

and much obliged friend, 

J. Jenkins. 



LETTER XXXIL 

To the Rev. J. Jenkins. 

Dearly beloved and longed for, mj joj and crown, par- 
don and peace be multiplied to thee. 

I RECEIVED your last, dated from the wilderness ; 
but whether from the wilderness of Zin, or from 
the wilderness. of Sinai, is not mentioned: I sup- 
pose the latter. Qe it so ; I must, as an ambassa- 
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dor of peace, bring thee good tidings even therej 
for thus saith the Lord,." The wilderness and soli- 
tary place shall be glad for them, and the desert 
shall blossom as the rose;" "For the Lord shall 
comfort Zion, he will comfort all her waste places, 
a,nd make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert 
like tlie garden of the Lord; so that joy and glad- 
ness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the 
voice of melody." It is true, the soul that God 
hath smitten, and the spirit that he hath wounded, 
is a companion for none but the miserable, and is 
compared to an owl in tl>e desert; '* But the dra- 
gons and the owls," saith Jehovah, " shall honour 
me, because I give waters in the wilderness, and 
rivers in the desert, to give drink to my people, 
my chosen." But you ask how long you are to 
wander in tliis wilderness; and I will venture to 
tell you, you shall wander there 'till you can accept 
the punishment of your iniquity, till you can say, 
I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because I 
have sinned against him; till you can humble 
yourself under the mighty hand of God; till you 
can kiss the rod, and submit to him who hath 
appointed it; till you can say, " Not my will, but 
thine be done." Then shall the bruised reed make 
sweet melody; then shall the smoking flax blaze 
like a comet; then shall the meek increase their 
joy in the Lord, and rejoice in the Holy One of 
Israel. The new wine must be put into new botr 
ties. An unhumbled, a stubborn, a proud, and 
haughty, hear^ filled with joy, would lift itself 



Digitized by 



Google 



ur 

up with pride, like a bottle in the smoke; and 
swelling pride would soon burst the bottle, till 
there would not be in the bursting thereof a shred 
to take fire from the hearth, or to take water 
withal out of the pit: the wine would run out, 
and the bottle perish. Oh! how often have I seen 
this verified! Not so, my brother; our scent must 
be changed; we must be emptied from vessel to 
vessel, that we do not settle on our lees; we must 
be melted, softened, and humbled, in the furnace 
of affliction, and there shall come forth a vessel 
for the finer. " I will make a man more precious 
than the golden wedge of Ophir." " I will refine 
them as silver is refined, and try them as gold is 
tried." This is the divine Refiner's ways and 
works with his own ministering servants; others, 
who run unsent, escape all this, and speak a vision 
out of their own heart, having seen nothing. 
Hence it is that in the household of faith there 
are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also 
of wood and of earth ; the former to honour, and 
the latter to dishonour. The blessed vision and 
atonement shall both speak in due time; eternal 
life shall attend the voice, and better things than 
that of Abel shall attend the blood of sprinkling; 
then the infernal king and his army of corruptions 
shall flee apace, and the rescued soul that finds 
her home shall divide the spoil; then Naphtali 
shall be as a hind let loose, and give goodly words; 
the wild ass shall be sent out free, for God shall 
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loose the bands of the wild ass, because the Lord 
hath need of him. 

Satan always bestirs himself when God is about 
to raise up a man to seek the welfare of the chil- 
dren of Israel; he likes to have Zion's passengers 
go in by-ways, and to have her highways unoccu- 
pied; but God will set thee in the gap, and make 
thee an healer of the breach, and a restorer of 
paths to dwell in. " Cast not away thy confidence, 
which hath a great recompence of reward ;'* for 
he that is to come will come, and will not tarry. 
Follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth, and 
mark the footsteps of the flock, and step in the 
prints of their heels, especially that part of their 
way which is called the path of tribulation ; and 
so follow them who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises, considering the end of their 
race, and the end of their conversation. Dare to 
be singular ; this is not a time to say a confede- 
racy ; and thou wilt shine as a light in the midst 
of a crooked generation. Expect a daily cross 
and afflictions in every place, and thou wilt not 
be so easily surprised, nor wilt thou be often dis- 
appointed. Pay no regard to the speech of those 
preachers who are puffed up, but to the power. 
What description do they give of the mighty 
power of God at their own conversion.^ What 
account of the arm of the Lord revealed in them? 
And what power and prevalency have they with 
God in prayer? What power attends their ministry 
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in quickening dead sinners, and in refreshing 
drooping saints? The excellency of thi^ power is 
of (iod, and not of man ; arid, if this power is not 
in them, and with them, they stand alone, and 
will and must come down; and, **Wo to him 
that is alone when he falleth " They know nothing 
of your ground; but you know, by sad experience, 
where they stand. " He that is spiritual judgeth 
all things, but he himself is judged of none." Be 
strong, and quit yourself like a man, that thou be 
not a servant to Moses, to Satan, to sfn, to self, 
and to the fear of man, and the humours of pro- 
fessors. Pray without ceasing ; cry day and night; 
confess, entreat, petition, supplicate, importune, 
and plead guilty to the last; plead the promise, 
the atonement, the covenant, the invitations of 
God; the encouragements he has given to sinners; 
and plead his mercy in Christ Jesus, his faithful- 
ness, and his truth ; and give him no rest till he 
bring forth his righteousness as the light, and his 
salvation as a lamp that burneth, Isaiah Ixii. 1. 
*' God speaketh once, yea twice, but man per- 
ceiveth it not ; in a dream, in a vision of the night, 
when deep sleep falleth upon men, in slumberings 
upon the bed : then he opens the ears of men," 
&c. &c. : and what he shewed you came to pass 
agreeable to the dear Redeemer's promise. " When 
tlie Spirit is come, he will guide you into all truth 
and he will shew you things to come." The 
homified beasts and calves in the dream may be- 
long to the spangled drove of our spiritual Jacob, 
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You read of some saints who are to have horns of 
iron and hoofs of brass; and of others who are to 
go forth atid grow up as calves in the stall. 
Ephraim was a backsliding bullock, and could not 
come to the yoke ; such hate the goad, but it must 
be used. ** The words of the wise are as goads, 
and ^s nails fastened by masters of assemblies, 
which are given forth from one shepherd." They 
that reprove them shall find more favour in their 
eyes than he that flattereth with his lips. A pro- 
fessor in a false covering hates the stripping-rooiti ; 
a tradesman in desperate circumstances hates to 
take stock ; souls in carnal security hate an alarm; 
and those ensnared in holes hate the light, j^s much 
as a rickety child hates shaking. But you must 
be as God's mouth, and speak as his oracles; and 
let him be your fear, and let him be your dread; 
and in this way come with every appeal to con- 
science, and, as soon as ever you get their con- 
sciences on your side, you will silence them, for 
conscience will lash them worse within than you 
can without, and then there will be two to with- 
stand the sinper; and wheii God displays his 
power it will be a sufficient entanglement which 
will hold him ftst, for " a threefold cord is not 
quickly broken.'* Demolish every strong hold 
that Satan had formerly got thee into; discover 
his craft as an angel of light; shew the sinner his 
refuges of lies, and the professor his starting holes; 
shew the legal professor his narrow covering, and 
the secure his short bed, upon which he gannot 
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stretch himself; and send them naked to the Lord 
our righteousness, and wounded to the great Phy» 
sician, empty to infinite fulness, and twice dead 
to him who is the resurrection and the life ; and 
thou shalt be a sweet savour unto God in them 
that are saved, and in them that perish; for, if 
Israel be not gathered, yet thou shalt be glorious 
in the eyes of the Lord, and thy work shall be 
with thy God, and the Lord shall reward thee; 
and I have no douht but many, that may now 
oppose thee and thy heavy tidingvS, will by and by 
be thy most affectionate friends; yea, the time 
will come when many of them will bless God for 
thy faithfulness, and see a beauty in thy feet when 
thou art sent with better tidings. Then, when 
the eye sees thee, k will bless thee, and when the 
ear hears thee, it will give witness unto thee"; 
because, under God, thou wilt deliver the poor 
when he crieth, the fatherless, and he that hath 
none to help him; the blessing of him who is 
ready to perish will come upon thee, and thou wilt 
make the widow's heart to sing for joy. Job 
xxix. 11 — 13. 

The Lord bless thee, and those that hear thee. 
Ever thine in a dear Redeemer, 
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LETTER XXXIII. 
To the Rev, Mr. Huntington. 

MY DEAREST BROTHER, 

Thy God ^shall be my God ; where thou 
dwellest I will dwell ;" for faithful is thy God, 
and there is no safety in this waste wilderness for 
US but living near to him, I am grieved at my 
treacherous heart that is so ready to remember 
any thing, yea every thing, but his faithfulness; 
yet, amidst this cruel unbelief, how is his particu- 
lar love and pity for us manifested ! " How shall I 
give thee up, Ephraim !*' Bless him for his good- 
ness to such an one as me. If he did not love 
me, he would not be so familiar. How freely I 
can talk to him; and methinks he listens, well- 
pleased to hear me. May you and I, my dear 
companion in trouble, be ever thus united to him 
by an unfeigned simplicity. How restless is my 
soul when at a distance from him! I am ready to 
be angry when I feel him departing, forgetful 
that he first sought me. But how can we let him 
go, without wishing to hold him still longer, as 
Jacob did, when he sheweth us that he is the alto- 
gether lovely? I am selfish, my brother; I want 
to possess him wholly; I grudge the days that 
keep us asunder. Though he makes his goodness 
to pass before us, and promises to keep us from 
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the evil of the world; yet we, with Moses, arc 
crying out, " I beseech thee, shew me thy glory !" 
I am like a misei', my eye is fixed on my treasure, 
O, my brother, when shall we be put into posses- 
sion? Thou say est, *The time is short;' so itis: 
the Lord grant to me that I may redeem it, and 
live as if I was sure of it. I am ready to tremble 
at the power of minfe enemies, when I lose sight 
of my divine friend but a little time; for my soul 
dwells with them that hate peace, they are for 
war only. 

I have been in trouble, and am perplexed in 
circumstances a little at present; but, blessed be 
my Lord for his undeserved pity, I enjoy peace 
now within; and, though my corruptions have 
strove for the mastery, and Satan is as diligent to 
fill me with hard thoughts of my only friend in 
heaven or earth, and tempting me to blaspheme 
his dear name, as he did Job; " Yet, says the Lord, 
I will deliver thee in six troubles, yea seven also;'* 
and, " I will not leave thee nor forsake thee.'* 
How good he is to us, how much better than all 
our fears, and how much he loves us, much better 
than we do ourselves! O, my brother, how far 
short do I come of self-abhorrence, and resignation 
to his righteous will concerning me! I wish to be 
worse than nothing in my own sight, and give 
him all the glory that belongeth to him alone. I 
find it so hard to give up this self; yet sure I never 
am so happy as when I am rid. of it. I will then 
in his strength cleave close to him in whom I 
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trust, and live upon the richest fare, upon the Son 
of God by faith, that precious faith that purifies 
the heart and works by love. O Lord, increase 
it! let us cry louder, and longer, and oftener, for 
I starve without it; let us glorify thee, our dear 
Redeemer, in the fire! I can rejoice with you, my 
dearest friend, in this, that nothing yet has sepa- 
rated me from my Christ, he has held me so fast; 
and, though my heart would have gone oftentimes, 
so deceitful is it, yet he brings that backsliding 
thing to himself again, and says, " Here will I 
dwell, for I have desired it for my habitation." 
What can I say to such love as this? Why, * Bless 
him, bless him!' it is all I can say; and trust him 
for more of it, it is all I can do. What cause 
have I to be humbled before him, when I see the 
greatness of man's fall, and iny utter inability to 
extricate myself from such a depth. O the won- 
ders of Christ's humiliation for sinners ! the won- 
ders of his love, in delighting still to do us good, 
unworthy as we are! It should put to shame all 
our murmurings, and we should rather rejoice that 
we are counted worthy to suffer shame for his 
name, who hath thus endured it for us. Though 
I find at times darkness in my soul that may be 
felt, and unbelief, that worst of all sins, I think, 
triumphing over me, yet I find the Lord faithful; 
what he hath promised me he will be to me, and 
that for ever. I am amazed at the hardness of 
my heart, and the goodness of God. Think of 
me, my dearest brother, when you go to him, and 
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find the door opened. I do not indeed forget 
you. The Lord is well pleased we are thus mind- 
ful of each other; and hath knit bur hearts toge- 
ther, I am persuaded, for some blessed end; for 
my soul did cleave to thine from the very firet 
time I heard you; and ever since, I think, hath 
been of a piece with it. I did experience much 

of the light of his countenance while at H 

last; my soul was so melted under a sense of his 
great goodness to me, and my own unworthiness, 
that I could have remained at his feet and wept 
all the day long. My soul was so tender of his 
glory at that time, that I was fearful almost of 
speaking, lest I should offend him. Never doth 
he appear so precious as when we are broken- 
hearted; then the King is held in the galleries 
indeed. I wi$h to hold him all my life long in a 
broken heart. 

I have often thought of your remark; 'The 
child must be weaned, and not always be dandled 
on the knee thus.' I am aware of this, my dear 
brother, that I am called to fight, not with princi- 
palities and powers only, but with spiritual wicked-^ 
ness also. Such powerful enemies they appear 
to be, that at times I tremble, and at other time^ 
I rejoice, ye^ and wonder, at the love and strength 
of my dear Deliverer, who hatli always brought; 
me off more than a conqueror, by making hi^ 
strength perfect in my weakness; and he will do 
the same, I trust, to the end of my journey; fox 
Jae bath shewn me by experience, in many trying 
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seasons, thit he changeth not, though my heart 
was ready to turn atheist when he seemed to dis- 
regard my prayer for near three weeks together. 
* O/ says I, * what shall I do? the Lord will not 
hear me/ I looked up to the clouds, expecting 
to see something there. * He is veiled from thy 
sight,' says faith; and patience said, 'Wait, he 
will be waited on.' The dear, dear Lord did by 
degrees return again, and made me ashamed of 
my impatience and unbelief. O, my dear brother, 
what a mercy is it for us that he takes notice of 
such wretches at any rate ! I long to be at home, 
where I shall not offend him any more. What a 
bright prospect have I sometimes had of that hea- 
venly land we are travelling to! O, my dear bro- 
ther, when shall you and I meet there, and talk 
of his wondrous love in a purer language than, I 
am sure, I can at present? I often wish for a little 
time with you, for thou dost tell me all that is in 
my heart. The Lord bless you, and visit you very 
often. I do live in the sweetest expectation that 
we shall meet in heaven, to be parted no more for 
ever. The Lord bless thee; I am sure he loves 
thee dearly. 

S. Bull. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
To Mrs. Bull. 

DEAR MADAM. 

1 WOULD have answered yours before if I could; 
but, having a deal on my hands, I am obliged to 
wait till a leisure hour comes : as for your time, 
it is always ready. The parents are to lay up for 
the children, and not the children for the parents; 
but I am like Moses, ready to fret when they say 
unto me, Give us bread, especially when I am in 
the case of the importunate borrower, who com» 
plained that his friend was come, and he had 
nothing to set before him. I love to see the chil- 
dren of God grow in grace; and, if they do, they 
are just like the two daughters of the horseleech, 
always crying, Give, give. 

Dream not of a road to heaven that has no 
stones, crosses, roughs, crooks, or straits, in it; 
prosperity and adversity, tribulation and peace, 
crosses and comforts, joyfulness and bitterness, 
will attend every real pilgrim, more or less. 

Fiery trials stir up and discover the native 
enmity of the mind and hieart, and purifying grace 
purges away the dross. No trials, no heart purity. 
" I will purify them," says God, " as silver is puri- 
fied, and try them as gold is tried; they shall call 
on my mame, and I will hear them ; and I will 
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say, They are my people; and they shall say, The 
Lord is my God,'* 

I wonder not at thy being perplexed in cir- 
cumstances. Where there is much pride, there 
will be much humbling: poverty may pull down 
a high head, if honest reproof cannot. 

By weaning, I do not mean that God will de- 
sert his people, or leave them comfortless; I mean, 
God's tender indulgences in hearing prayer before 
we speak, and answering them while we are speak- 
ing. His communing with us day and night, 
sleeping and waking; the perpetual sounding of 
his bowels towards us; the ravishing views that 
we have, and the wonderful manifestations of 
pardoning love and reviving grace; may and will, 
at times, be withheld; this I call weaning; and 
it is done that faith, patience, and constancy, may 
be tried; that we may watch the hand of God; 
know the old man from the new; the motions of 
corruption and those of grace ; be led to consider 
the covenant; to live on stronger food; to be 
more steady in our profession; not always upon 
eagles' wings, nor desponding if his comfortable 
presence be withdrawn. The immutability of 
God's counsel, the stability of the covenant, the 
in variableness of the Almighty, and the eternity 
of his love, are things, when clearly seen, savingly 
manifested, and soundly credited, that fix the 
heart; so that we are not like children tossed to 
and fro with every wind of doctrine ; but learn 
to walk steady in the faith, and enjoy a solid 
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peace, attended with a comfortable persuasion that 
neither life nor death shall ever separate us from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

When God says, Give me thy heart, present 
thy body as a living sacrifice, offer me praise and 
prayer; these things are easy, when we find his 
presence ; but, when we are called, according to 
our often experience, to offer up our comfortable 
frames, this touches us to the quick, any thing 
but this; spare this, this, ^^ it is a little one; is it 
not a little one?" and my soul shall live. 

We dread the furnace, the cross, and the fight 
of faith ; hence the new-born soul creeps to the 
bosom of the good Shepherd, and often dreams 
of its rest never being disturbed; but the breast 
of divine consolation will often slip out of the 
mouth, either sleeping or waking, and we shall 
conclude with the prophet, " The comforter that 
should relieve my soul is far from me," Lam. i. 16, 

If you complain of trials, what must I do, 
who have such a nest of distressed little ones ; 
and every day, instead of a door of hope, there is 
nothing but fresh scenes of famine. " The de- 
struction of the poor is their poverty.'* At pre- 
sent I have as much as my heart, head, and hands, 
can manage. I thirst for the salvation of sinners, 
but I meet with oppositon from every quarter; 
from preachers and professors, as well as from 
devils and worldlings. I believe I shall have my 
share of the heat and burden of the day. How- 
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ever, I still gain by trading; God will wean mc 
from every arm of flesh, from friends, from guides, 
and from the whole church of God, as Avell as 
from nominal professors ; he will make me stand 
in his strength, and in the testimony that I have 
received. 

Feelings over-tender, too great fondness, and 
too much fear of wounding or offending the weak, 
is a bar to faithfulness, and a cloak for hypocrites. 
My own sufferings have made me savour too much 
the things that be of men irf this respect But 
the treatment that I meet with at present will, I 
trust, cure me of this disease. Then I shall savour 
a little more of God, and be able to see the mean- 
ing of this text; " Call now, if there be any that 
will answer the^; and to which of the saints wilt 
thou turn?" Job v. 1. The mercy of God in 
Christ has been wonderful to me; and, though I 
have as many trials as I can bear up under, yet 
the kingdom of God is sure, and I have a good 
hope through grace in my heart, which I shall 
not be disappointed of, nor do I believe that my 
expectations will be ever cut off. At present I 
am not on mount Tabor, nor in the valley of To- 
phet, Isa. XXX. 33. "My foot standeth in an 
even place," Psal. xxvi. 12. A continual ray seems 
to lie on my path, in which blessed beam some- 
thing new is daily discovered. Supporting grace 
is with me according to my day. I eye the fend 
of my path, and know it will terminate in the 
happy enjoyment of the reconciled countenance 
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of my God, after which my soul longs more than 
the hireling for the shadow j but my family hangs 
fast by my skirts, and I am in a strait betwixt two* 

My persecutors are unwearied ; and no woitder, 
for their master neither sweats nor tires. I shall 
be a savour of death unto death to them, if rfot of 
life unto life. My "work is with my God ; and, if 
they be not saved, it shall not alter the state of my 
soul. I kjiow in whom I have believed. 

The Lord be with thee, and grant thee accord- 
ing to thine own heart, and work in thee all the 
good pleasure of his will, and the work of faith with 
power : while I remain, • 

Dear Madam, 

Yours to serve, 



LETTER XXXV. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I LONG to see and hear you again, for I believe 
the Lord blesses your ministry much to my soul; 
but the distance between us is too great for me to 
have that satisfaction ofteiv; yet I have reason to 
bless the providence of God that* it is not so great 
but that all difficulties can be surmgunted at times. 

VOL. XIII. M 
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I know not what w ould become of me, had not 
the Lord directed me this way. As for preachers 
and writers in general, I cannot find them* out; nor 
can they find me out. What they are, as to their 
eternal state, I must leave to the Searcher of hearts ; 
but this I know, that they cast no other way up 
than that which I have travelled long enough in 
vain ; nor do they preach any other doctrine than 
that which I know as well as they; and yet God 
left me in bondage twenty years, and under the do- 
minion of sin ; and this I can now see as clear as the 
day; and I know that I often felt it in gloomy de- 
jectito of mind, which frequently brought me very 
low, notwithstanding my vain confidence. 

Since the Lord has made me to feel his displea- 
sure, I have been sorely tried by devils, and men; 
yet I now prefer the worst of this to the best of my 
former state; for that was nothing but a confidence 
in my own tabernacle, which God has rooted out; 
and, though I have suffered severely of late in body 
and soul, and am persuaded must be brought still 
lower, yet I would not now change states with the 
best of them, nor would I take the whole worlds 
could it be given me, for the hope I have in the 
Redeemer, though it is yet deferred. I am bitterly 
persecuted and hated by many of my fellow-crea- 
tures for endeavouring to undeceive them ; but 
this I am sure of, whatever becomes of me and my 
preaching, that they must come down from their 
high station before they are saved; for their foun- 
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dation is sand. I was never inferior to them; j5pt 
all I had was not sufficient to bear me up in the day 
of trial. 

I am a poor dark creature still; and I think at 
times that my darkness verily increases: the Bible 
is so shut up against me, and so much perplexed am 
I in my judgment, that it almost distracts me; and 
yet I know, if your preaching Ue right, which I can 
never dispute as long as I believe the Bible to be 
true, that the good work is begun in my soul; and 
I never discovered so much of it as tKe last time I 
heard you : this has meekened and humbled my 
heart much before the Lord ; and I find something 
of this meekness still following my spirit, though 
harassed at times by bitter temptations; yet I hope 
it shall not yevail against me; The Lord has 
brought me through much, and I hope he will go 
on, let me suffer what I may ; but what puzzles me 
above allns, that I can see the work done on my 
soul under your preaching, and I am sure it is the 
same as you describe, and yet I cannot describe it 
myself I think my judgment and memory so im- 
paired and confused, that there is no restoring of 
them; this makes me so fretful, that when I read 
the Bible, and cannot see into it, I am tempted 
to throw it away in my rage, and protest that it' is 
impossible to understand it How is it that I can 
see when you preach, and yet not feel the power 
of it? and how is it that I have hope, if it is good, 
and yet continue in darkness and bondage? and, if 
it be a false hope, how is it that it agrees with the 
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Bible; which it certainly does, when I have light 
to see it ? This is what I cannot put together. 

There is a poor woman in an obscure part af the 
country, who heard me twice, some time last sum- 
mer, and was cut up root and branch; but heard 
no more afterwards for many months, and conti- 
nued in sore distress^and bondage, unable to go 
abroad: but one day of late, in her own house, the 
Lord, I believe, visited her, and set her soul at li- 
berty. Some time after this the M of Heath- 
field called gn her, and damned hei^ in her own 
house. She offered to give a reason of her hope, 
provided she might have one that she chose in com- 
pany* He answered that he did not want to hear 
it,'for he was sure it came from hell; and told her, 
moreover, that she was aJenkinite, ai||i,if she would 
not leave such whims, that she was damned for ever. 
You see. Sir, I have already given a name to a 
sect; and you may see likewise the judgment of 
some men that are called ministers of the gospel^ 
This deceitftiJ worker, with many more of bis stamp 
in Moses' seat, have much opposed me. warning 
llieir congregations against my doctrine; calling it 
error, heresy, enthusiasm, &c, and some too of 
whom I had reason to hope better things. But 
what is man? The above-mentioned gentleman 
declares to the people that he will pursue me, and 
stick as clociC to me as my shirt to my back. But 
I am sure he mu»t coaie into a path that he has not 
travelled yet before he can came near me; for I 
know the awful end they must make^ together with 
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the multitude of their followers, if the grace of 
God do not prevent it. Their faith stands only 
in the letter, not in the power of God. Farewell, 
my dear friend; the Lord abundantly bless you, is 
the prayer of, 

•Your very affectionate friend, 

J. Jenkins* 

P. S. I shall hope for a few lines before long. 



LETTER XXXVL 
To the Rev. J. Jenkins. 

BELOVED IN THE LORD. 

1 AM glad to find that thou art still at school. 
We must all sit down at the Redeemer*s feet 
and receive of his >vords, for none teacheth like 
him. 

You are welcome to me, come when you 
please. If I have been of any use in the hand 
of the Lord to you, it is a matter of thankfulness 
to me, and it is your duty to give the glory to 
God. But, * Your mind is as dark as Sinai, and 
your heart is hard.' Some in glory have made 
the same complaints : " Thou hast brought me into 
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darkness, and not into light," says one; "Why 
hast? thou hardened our hearts from thy fear?" 
says another. But God gives light to them that 
sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, and will 
take away the stony heart and give you an heart 
of flesh. This is his promise, and* faithful is he 
that hath promised. He, who never felt the hor- 
rid gloom and hardened frames, never knew the 
blessed change. I wonder not at thy hard thoughts 
of God; the carnal mind is enmity against him, 
and the law worketh wrath. Wh?n the command- 
ment comes, it reveals God's displeasure against us, 
and stirs up man's enmity against God: this shews 
us the need of a Days-man to stand in the gap, and 
make reconciliation for iniquity. One believing 
view of Christ crucified will close this breach; for 
he is God's way upon earth, and his saving health 
among all nations. God of his own will hath be- 
gotten thee by the word of truth; and his word is 
quick, and powerful, and sharp, in thee; it cuts, 
pierces, and makes manifest the thoughts and coun- 
sels of thy heart ; it is the incorruptible seed, being 
attended with the Holy Ghost, and coming and 
working with much assurance : you feel the power 
and are sure of the truth of it. The Spirit hath 
quickened thee ; thou hast keen feelings, keen hun- ' 
gerings and thirstings after God, an appetite for 
spiritual food that nothing but God can satisfy; 
thou hast felt various impressions of wrath and 
mercy, hope and despondency, grace and corrup- 
tion. You feel a famine, and cannot live upon 
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husks : 3'ou have a heart to seek^ a soul to crave, 
and a mouth to beg; you are dead to the world; 
at war with yourself, and dissatisfied with both. 
A supernatural power attends thy ministry, when 
thou art sinking under a thought of the work* 
Thus grace is sufficient, and the Lord's strength 
is made perfect in thy weakness; the Spirit helps 
thine infirmities, and strengthens thee with his 
might in the inward man. But, * you want a soft 
heart/ " He that trusts in his own heart is a fool :' 
" Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean 
not to thine own understanding." But, *your 
memory fails you.' Our memory is often robbed 
and plundered; but, "The Comforter shall bring 
all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said nnto you.'* You are no blind guide; 
you are before all your congregation in power, 
light, and knowledge. He that can dissect the 
human heart, describe the terrors of God, the 
spirituality of the law, and the lawful use of it, is 
no mean divine. The first step to the pulpit is 
an experimental knowledge of self, and the highest 
and last is an experimental knowledge of God in 
Christ Jesus. Thou art now full of power by the 
Spirit of the Lord, to shew to Jacob, his transgres- 
sions, and to Israel his sins. Thou knowest at 
this time, in thine own heart, that thou hast both 
experience and knowledge sufficient to employ 
thee in that work which God hath called thee to 
and commanded to do; namely, to speak as the 
oracles of God, and to minister as of the ability 
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which God giveth, that God in all things may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ. 

It is required according M that a man hath> 
and not according to that he hath not. You 
want to be out of your fetters, to ascend the 
mount, and to view and describe the joys and 
glories of another world. But what then is to 
become of the few poor sheep in the wilderness? 
What is a heavy heart to do with your songs? The 
mourner in Zion would hate the melody of your 
viols, and then conclude that they were guilty of 
the great transgression in this. I have no desire 
to see you upon the wing, and all the sheep in the 
bog; this would render you in speech a barbarian 
to them : it would provoke their souls to jealousy, 
and their hearts would fret against the Lord for 
releasing Barabbas and leaving Paul bound. You 
would appear in their eyes no better than a turn- 
coat, or a deserter; one who had betrayed them 
into the hands of their enemies, and then, turned 
king's evidence. * He has hammered us,' say they, 
^ out of ^11 our superficial profession and false 
peace, till he has brought all our necks under the 
yoke, and now he has slipped his own head out.* 

Furthermore, thy liberty would be attended 
with such joy afld peace, that thou wouldest drink 
(50 abundantly as to forget thine own poverty, and 
remember thy misery no more; and out of the 
abundance of thy heart wouldest speak. You 
Svould be inviting them all to the mount, and thy 
jjeal would be ready to curse them if they couW 
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not ascend as well as you; forgetting, through 
the abundance of the heavenly wine, thine own 
weakness and helplessness when in their state. Is 
this becoming all things to all men, that thou 
mayest gain the more? 1$ it not becoming strong 
to the weak, healthy to the sick, free to the bound, 
and merry to the miserable? This is all discord, 
but no concord. Here would be little sympathy, 
little condolence. Christ himself began not here; 
he was '* A man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief," and so every way fit to preach that sympa- 
thetic sermon to his mourning followers on the 
mount, and to all those who were waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, or looking for redemption 
ia Jerusalem. Yea, he was made perfect through 
fiuflferings, that he might be a merciful and faith- 
ful high-priest; tempted in all points as we arc, 
that he might succour them that are tempted; for 
such^an high-priest became us, who can be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities. 

But my poor brother wants to be in the ban- 
queting house, and the banner over him to be 
love; he must have nothing to bring forth but 
the feast of fat things, and wines on the lees well 
refined : but, was this the case, he might spread 
his table, and bid his guests, and eat the whole of 
it when he had done; for, few, if any, would at 
present banquet with him; and I think he is an 
unfeeling, pitiless father, that would wish to starve 
his children, and eat his morsel alone. Not so, 
my brotlier; it is given in our behalf, " Not only 
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to believe in Christ, but also to suffer for his sake.'* 
We must drink of his cup as well as share in his 
triumphs, and be nurses to the feeble as well as 
helpers to the joyful. God has shook you all in 
the bag together, and you know not which will 
come out first; but there are many of them which 
attend you have a jealous eye over you, fearing 
your enlargement and their own perpetual impri- 
sonment. Moreover, should the Lord be pleased 
to proclaim liberty to thy soul by a sense of par- 
doning love, he would often lay thee by the heels 
again, that thou roightest speak to those that are 
bound ; and this change would puzzle thy best 
judgment not a little, for thou wouldest draw such 
strange conclusions from it, as that his mercy was 
clean gone, that thou hadst sinned against the 
Holy Ghost, &c. And thou wouldest pine after 
that divine comfort till thou wouldest be fit for 
nothing but the house-top or the wilderness. Yea, 
and the poor flock would shout and clap their 
hands every time that they saw Samson bound, 
and would sit in sackcloth every time he snapped 
his cords; and this would provoke thee to indig- 
nation against them, that thou wouldest be ready 
to resolve to speak no more in his name. God 
will make Ephraim to ride in due time. At pre- 
sent thou art running with footmen; let them 
not weary thee, lest God call thee to contend with , 
horses ; for, if thou art wearied in a land of peace, 
what wilt thou do at the swellings of Jordan? 
'^ In returning and rest shall ye be saved, in quiet- 
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ness and in confidence shall be your strength/* 
God calls you clay, therefore lie passive; he will 
form thee a vessel for himself in due time. To say, 
" Let him hasten his work," is the language of a 
rebel, not of a suppliant. Pay no regard to the 
treatment of those preachers that are puffed up; 
it is not those who commend themselves that are 
approved, but whom the Lord commendeth. Say 
with the Psalmist, " Let them all curse, but bless 
thou;" and again, " Let him curse, for God hath 
bidden him." Thy work is with thy God; to 
thine own master thou must stand or fall, by thine 
own testimony thou must abide, and to him alone 
thou art accountable. I fare no better from the 
disciples of Moses in London than you do at 
Lewes; but, blessed be God, I know where I 
stand, and I know where they do, and that they 
know neither. There are but two covenants and 
two foundations, the rock and the sand; and no 
more than the curse and the blessing, to be di- 
vided among ail the children of Adam. " One shall 
call himself by the name of Jacob," saith the Lord ; 
and for this reason, because he ran away with the 
blessing: therefore, let thy hands be strong, and 
hold Esau fast by the heel, and struggle with him 
from the womb to the grave, and never give it up 
till thou hast supplanted him. Never niind his 
threatening to kill thee; get the blessing, and 
Gbd will then confirm it at Bethel, and the house 
of God shall be the gate of heaven. 

Ever thine, 

W. H. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 
To Mrs. RouMiEU. 

lo the mother in Israel, taking her joyful leave 
of this world, the son of her vows wishes grace, 
mercy, peace, and strength, equal to her day. She 
has acknowledged me in part, that my joy has 
been her joy; and I have no doubt but she will 
acknowledge me to the end, that that Jesus which 
I have preached is a sure foundation, and that the 
truth which I have advanced is a sufficient girdle, 
and the power that I have enforced is, and will 
be, her inward stay, and only comfort, when heart 
and flesh both fail 

Thou wilt not be hastily plucked by death, 
but gently gathered. The good thing that bends 
towards the Lord God of Israel will flourish in 
the next world s felicity ,*in proportion as thy ani- 
mal spirits wither to this. As every thought is 
gathered out of this world, they will meet with 
kind entertainment above; " O, how sweet are 
thy thoughts towards me!" saith the Psalmist 
The outward man decays, the inward is renewed 
day by day. Sickness invades the body, health 
springs up in the soul. Death works in the for- 
mer, but life in the latter. The first shall enter 
the joy of the Lord; the last shall sleep in hopc^ 
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and nothing be lost but what can well be spared 
I mean corruption. 

Every ray of lights every beam of hope, every 
soul-cheering thought, prospect, or view, are to 
let our souls know that the door of hope, and the 
gates of paradise,, are open to us who keep the 
truth, and tliat we are not without a friend in the 
higher courts. 

"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of his saints." The Lord loves to see us 
finish our race; he laves to see us faithful unto 
death; he loves to be the plague of death, by dis- 
appointing him of his prey ; he loves to introduce 
his bride into the nuptial chamber; he loves to be 
admired in his saints, and to be had in honour of 
all that arc round about his throne; and every 
one who departs this life in faith increases the 
number. 

This blessed husbandman delights in his bar* 
vest-home, in seeing his sheaves and shocks come 
fully ripe to the bam. He longs to reward grace 
with glory, and to perfect the work he has begun, 
and to accomplish the end he has in view; which 
is, that his friends may be with him and behold 
his glory, and that he may banish sorrow and sigh- 
ing; that he may wipe away all tears from our 
eyes, and lead us to the fountain of living waters, 
and shew us plainly of the Father, and speak to 
us no more in proverbs; that he may rend the 
remains of the old veil, and do away that which 
is in part, that we may see even as we are seen; 
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not through a glass darkly, but face to face; and 
know even as we are known. 

These are the things which our near and dear 
kinsman has in view; nor will he rest till he has 
finished them. He has long gone on courting by 
proxy, and sends poor creatures to espouse souls 
to him in his name, and to open his wardrobe for 
wedding garments, rings, jewels, and shoes, and 
to give as good a portrait of his excellent person 
as such poor creatures are capable of. 

But, after all is done, it can hardly be called a 
resemblance, and far enough from a tolerable like- 
ness; this he knows, and therefore by sickness 
and death he tells us to come and see for ourselves. 
You must now go and see this Solomon in all his 
glory, and say, the one-half hath not been told 
roe; and you will wonder enough at the poor nar- 
rative you have heard from me, and much more 
at the portrait of such a pitiful limner. Mother, 
God bless thee; the son of thy vows saluteth thee, 
and greeteth thee. If you want to see me, I will 
come at any time. Farewell. The God of all 
grace give thee patience in the way, and a pros- 
perous journey. 

Ever thine in Christ Jesus, 

W. H. 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

DEAR FATHER IN CHRIST, 

The kind letter you sent me I found precious to 
my soul; having, through rich mercy, been sweetly 
fed ^nd established under your ministry, the Holy 
Spirit having sealed it home to my heart. Dear 
father, the Xord bless thee, and reward thee, for 
all thy labours of love to thine own daughter in 
the faith, 

£. ROUMIEU. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul ! 
[She is since dead] 



LETTER XXXIX. 

To the Rev. Mr. Huntington, 
Thames Ditton. 

MT BROTHER IN THE KINGDOM AND PATIENCE 
OF CHRIST, 

May we, who desire to love our dear Jesus in 
sincerity, be kept with his strong hand from 
drinking into the spirit of this vain world, which 
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I so much dread. I know my heart is so deceitful 
and desperately wicked that it would, unless our 
dear Saviour did say, " Come out from among 
them." As I have, my dear brother, for a time 
been deprived of an opportunity of hearing you 
speak of him whom our souls love, I cannot for- 
bear telling you how he deals with me now, and 
how much I long to love him more. You had 
his presence with you the last time ; and I too, 
though so stiff-necked and rebellious in heart, was 
enabled to catch a little of that fire of divine love 
that burnt up the bry^rs and thorns .for a time; 
but pride and corruption, as thou sayest, will grow 
again. O wretched creature that I ami it con- 
strains me to say, " Who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death?" yet, with the presence 
of my Saviour with me, I can say, " It is not I, 
but sin that dwelleth in me; for the thing I hate, 
that I do." ^ I would run away from it, but cannot. 
Christ hath conquered sin, death, ^nd hell; and I 
tru«^t he will give us faith to overcome the world. 
O, thou blessed Jesus! what hut love could bring 
thee down from heaven? I am amazed when I 
feel how good he is. And what could move him 
to be so good to me who am so poor a creature? 
I want my heart to break; I travail with a hard 
one. When I can get to him with a broken heart, 
and weep at his dear feet, like Mary, in the deepest 
humility, I am for making a tabernacle. What 
tfray thou pleasest, dear Saviour, so we are but 
near thy heart; for^ though thou dost now stand 
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behind our wall, yet thou changest not, but 
abidest faithful; thou art ever the same. 

Thou knowest, my dear brother, I have been 
greatly indulged in communion with my Lord; 
and now he comforts me, as it were, without 
speaking to me. I beg for your prayers. I stand 
in need of grace every moment; and thou also art 
needy. I beg for thee, and my dear sisters D. and 
B. May the Lord of life keep us from every 
false way, and make us covet more earnestly the 
best gifts; but, above all» more love to Christ, 
and less confidence in the flesh; more faith in his 
name, more patience under his yoke, for it is easy, 
and his burden is light, when we can look through 
all to that rest that remaineth for the people of 
God. Dear Lord, what love is this, that we are 
counted worthy to suffer for thy dear name's sake! 
Well may we run the heavenly race, when Jesus 
doth shew himself the prize; yet, my br^the^r, 
how I lag and tire! " Quicken me, "O Lord, ** ac- 
cording to thy word !'' it is bad travelling without 
thee. 

I had a visit from thee this morning, though 
but a short one. Blessed be thy name, then, for 
that; it is more than I deserve. My soul's desire 
and prayer to God is to love him more, and serve 
him better. If it comes upon your mind, and 
you have time, a line would be acceptable to poor 
me. If I have said any thing amiss, I hope you 
will be faithful aod correct me. The Lord has 

VOL. xiri. N 
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wonderfully supported me under the world's 
frowns: he carried my cross, for I felt it not. 
" As thy day is, so thy strength shall be;" and so 
it is, thou God of all truth ; it ever has been so 
with me. Thou sayest, my brother, there is a 
heavenly gate before me, if I can hold out. I 
cannot hold out then; but Christ can, who is our 
life, and we shall also appear with him in glory. 

The thoughts of that long white coat and 
sparkling crown, which sure I shall cast at Jesu's 
feet, doth make me long to be quit of this body of 
sin. And, though at times with clouds he covereth 
the light, and commandeth it not to shine by the 
cloud that cometh betwixt; and although thou, 
sayest, O my soul, thou shalt not see* him; yet 
judgment is before hhn, therefore trust thou in 
him. 

Now, then, may the God of all grace comfort 
our heatts, and enable us to trust him more in all 
his righteous dealings with us. To him be all 
the glory, sincere love, and humble praise, for 
evermore. 

S. B. 
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LETTER XL. 

To Mrs. Bull. 

DEAR MADAM, 

When I saw the postman, I said, Here is that • 
Shunamite come again : I fear her continual coming 
will weary me, because I know, by past experience, 
that new-born babes, which desire the sincere milk 
of the word, are never satisfied. 

I am in no danger, madam, of drinking into 
the spirit of this vain world; for, from the least 
to the greatest, every one curseth me. I am the 
sport of fools, and the song of the drunkards; and 
often go from the meeting to my house in a 
shower of stones, attended with a band of rough 
music. 

The opposition that I meet with for preaching, 
and the wo to me if I preach not; the strong hand 
\vith which I am instructed, and the grievous 
temptations and assaults of Satan that I labour 
under; my hands fast to the plough, and my soul 
craving the wings of a dove, to flee away and be 
at rest; hard labour, and miserable fare; are quite 
sufficient to crucify me to this world, much more 
to keep me from saying a confederacy, where 
Christ has sent both a sword and a fire. 

The wormwood and the gall behind, which I 
still remember, keep me from looking back; and 
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the foretastes of the great reward encourage me 
in the race that is set before me. I esteem my 
worst hours better than the world's best; for I 
know that destruction and misery are in all the 
sinner's ways. 

The world and I are well agreed. They are 
sick of me, and I am sick of them. Bless God 
for evermore, who remembered us in our low 
estate, for his mercy endureth for ever. If thou 
keep not out of the country of Moab, thoa shalt 
soon change thy name to that of Marah. If the 
beauty and infinite fi'lness of Christ are not suffi- 
cient to charm, ravish, satisfy, and fill thy soul, 
thou shalt cry, My leanness, my leanness! long 
enough. 

I do not like your head-dress, Madam; there 
is no call for those preposterous streamers, toge- 
ther with first, second, and third tier of curls; it 
does not become women professing godliness; 
but I spare you, knowing that a little more fur- 
nace-work will teach you to loath yourself in your 
own sight as bad as I do, and to pull down those 
useless topsails. 

Various are the changes that I pass under. 
Sometimes I am so chained in the pulpit, and so 
bound in the spirit, that I know not what is to 
befall me; and yet the people are happy. At 
, other times I am so enlarged, and my joys rise so 
high, that the people hang down their heads, in- 
timating that these things are too high, too won- 
derful for them. Here I am fed, and they are 
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starved. When I hear of Gods having blessed 
the word of his grace to two or three at once, 
then I leave the meeting and set off home as a 
man of consequence; but, before I get two miles 
on the road, some messenger of Satati is sent to 
buffet me, which makes me forget all my useful- 
ness before I get half the way to Thames Ditton. 

I know the devil hates me; for, when I have 
been exposing his devices, he has so tempted me 
in the dark nights, in my way home, that my hair 
has moved upon my head; but the very next time 
that I get into the pulpit, as soon as my cruse 
begins to fill, 1 at him again, though 1 know that 
this dog will worry me to the threshold of my 
house. He hates to have his kennel disturbed. 

You complain of a body of sin, and well you 
may, for that is the plague of all plagues. 1 once 
vainly thought, yea, and prayed hard, for the 
final destruction of the old. man; but I find that 
he is one of the Canaanites that is left to prove 
Israel. We used in a state of nature to be led by 
him, and he will now be the scourge and plague 
of us. Let him alone, for the devil is in him. 
They are both agreed; but the one is free among 
the dead, and the other is bound among the 
damned, and neither of them shall hurt nor destroy 
in all God's holy mountain. The cunning of Satan 
will make us watch, and his darts will keep us 
humble; the other is a sentinel to keep us from 
confidence in the flesh; both are of use to us, 
howbeit they mean not so. God is with me as a 
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mighty terrible one. I am wonderfully supported, 
and wonderfully upheld; a wonder to many, and 
a wonder to myself; but God is my strong refuge* 
I pray hard for thee, yea, I cannot forget thee; 
you are sure to come tumbling up upon my mind 
before I go from my knees, either at the beginning, 
in the midst, or at the end, of prayer. The Lord 
strengthen, stablish, and settle thee. Let filial 
fear present thee always before him, and him before 
thee. Let the testimony, the approbation, yea, 
and every check of conscience, be considered as 
acting under his influence. Keep a conscience 
void of offence, and thou shalt not offend him; 
and thou needest fear no other; for who shall harm 
thee if thou beest a follower of that which is good? 
Time calls, and I must go into the vineyard. No 
labour, no penny. " Favour is deceitful, and 
beauty is vain; but the woman that feareth the 
Lord, she shall be praised." Adieu. 



LE^ITER XLL 
To the Rev. Mr, Huntington, 

MY yERY DEAR FRIEND, 

You see that Moses will not permit me to claim 
a nearer kindred to you than that of friendship J 
a terrible enemy I find him, an accuser indeed. 
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I know not when he will be content. I should 
long ago have answered your valuable epistle, but 
Satan has hindered me. These are the thieves 
into whose hands I am fallen ; they have stripped, 
wounded, and left me half dead; and neither priest 
nor Levite will look on me; and the near neigh- 
bour has not yet come this way. I fear every 
day of my life they will kill me before night, and 
in the night that they will make an end of me 
before morning. " From day even unto night wilt 
thou make an end of me." 

Your letter described my state indeed. I sec 
the law has got hold of me, and I am led about 
that mountain that burns with blackness and 
darkness: this works wrath in my soul. The 
devil and unbelief work distraction, and this has 
well nigh drove me to despair and blasphemy; 
and my heart is too narrow and contracted ever 
to yield to the blessed Saviour, " I am afraid of 
all my sorrows." 

No; this cannot be the work of God's Spirit, 
or he would let me know it before now. I can 
see no hope, nor any way to escape. I am cer- 
tainly given up to hardness of heart; for some- 
times I do not care about deliverance, nor what 
will become of me. When I preach I have nothing 
to proclaim but the terrors of the law; and this, 
you may be sure, hardens all that hear it. If I 
attempt to speak of liberty, conscience gives me 
the lie; and, if I try to speak of the trials of the 
saints, and the corruption and plague of the heart, 
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conscience tells me that it is ail the lashes of conr 
science and wrath. And I believe it. 

Yoii will excuse the trouble 1 giv^ you in read- 
ing this tedious scroll. I believe this will be the 
last that I shall ever write to you; it is of no use. 
In your letter you describe my feelings, encourage 
roe to wait, and tell me I shall come out; but I 
have said a hundred times that he is a liar. Thus 
my heart has requited your kindness. I never 
meant that you lied wilfully; but, from your 
compassion to the distressed, you found a readiness 
to administer relief to me, not knowing my case 
to be singular, which I verily believe it is. I 
have wept for hours over your epistle, andxried 
> This is too good ever to be verified in me.' 

I sometimes think my distress to be all owing 
to bodily complaint, or nervous disorders, which 
iare commoii to all the wicked when their spirits 
fail. Yet I have seasons of relief; but they are 
soon gone; and this, I think, cuts deeper than 
any thing, that I cannot keep the little support I 
gometimes find^ 

I awoke one Sunday morning in all the horrors 
of the damned; and the thoughts of going into a 
pulpit almost made me mad. I took up your ser- 
mon on the f Dimensions of Eternal Love;' in 
the latter part of it you thus address yourself, * As 
an awakened and quickened sinner you err in 
your conceptions of God.' I began to tliink 
what were my conceptions; and soon found that 
I viewed him in his fiery law; I looked upon him 
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as an inexorable judges and feared he would dis- 
close all my secret sins in the day of judgment 
This filled me with horror, I cried, * How am I 
to conceive of him?' And that passage occurred, 
" God is love." I thought the Bible appeared to 
me in two parts; all the threatenings and curses 
were the language of the broken law; but that 
God never was, nor ever will be, any thing but 
love to his elect. This gave me sensible relief; 
but it was suggested that all was true, if t could 
prove myself an elect sinner, I cried to God 
that he would keep me from going again into the 
pit, but the suggestion followed me for two days, 
and I could not answer it; therefore down I went 
again lower than ever: I thought it could not be 
worse if I was in hell. 

All must be wrong with me, or I should not 
meet with so many frowns from people that have 
long professed the gospel, and whom I thought 
had known it for many years, and were so much 
attached to me once, that I believe they vv^ould 
have plucked out their own eyes and have given 
them to me. Their countenance is now fallen^ 
they reprobate my experience, and I believe hate 
my person ; and I am a man in whose mouth there 
are ho reproofs, still thinking that they are right. 
But I believe some of them are in bondage as well 
as myself, though they will not own it, and I 
believe they do not know it, I know I was alive 
without the law once, even when I was in bond- 
age. I was self-condemned; but I kept up my 
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head as long as I could with the letter of the gos- 
pel; and, if I am not mistaken, many of them arc 
upon this ground. But I must judge nothing; I 
know not what to say ; but I know that lover 
and friend are far from me, and all mine acquaint- 
ance are put into darkness. 

I sincerely thank you for your kind offer. The 
blessing of heaven attend you, and accompany 
your labours of love, while I remain, 

My dear Sir, 

Yours most affectionately, 

J. Jenkins. ' 



LETTER XLII. 
To the Rev. J. Jenkins. 

Xhe good work, my dear brother, goes rapidly 
on : there will shortly come forth a vessel for the 
finer, and I expect a fellow-labourer after my 
own heart. 

The great Head and Prophet of the church 
hath taught thee two excellent lessons: thou 
knowest now what flesh and blood is; what free- 
will, human power, natural and acquired abilities, 
can do for thee. 

You have tried likewise what head knowledge, 
the letter of the gospel, blind zeal, feigned faitii, 
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dissembled love, and ministerial gifts, can do for 
a poor sinner in the fiery trial; which fire and 
day, sooner or later, shall try every man's work of 
what sort it is. And in all this wood, hay, and 
stubble, thou hast suffered loss, for it is all burnt 
up: but thou shalt be saved, yet so as by fire. 
For God will " bring the third part through the 
fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and 
will try them as gold is tried. They shall call 
upon my name, and I will hear them; I will say, 
It is my people; and tTiey shall say. The Lord is 
my God." " The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will 
perform this.'* And thou, my son, shalt set to 
thy seal that God is true. 

Thou art just coming into the knowledge of 
the third lesson; thou art just beginning to smell 
out Moses, the prime leader, the only glory and 
triumph of all the bond family; and thou art be- 
ginning to look through his vail, yea, and to feel 
some of his accusations, which he carries on 
against thee behind the curtain. 

Thou knowest now that the spirit of the law 
is the wrath and indignation of God, a spirit of 
bondage to fear, because it binds over to banish- 
ment, and fills the soul with the fears and horrors 
of eternal death. 

You know that you were labouring to bring 
poor souls to the law as the rule of life, and I 
believe you are more fit for that business now 
than you was then, because God has now sent 
that rule home to your own conscience to make 
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trial of it; so that thou hast got the spirit of it in 
thy heart, as well as the letter of it in thy head; 
and what has that rule done for thee? 

These, my brother, are some of the wholesome 
lessons that make a minister, and which those 
learn who are taught of God; and, when thy 
studies are finished, I have no doubt but we shall 
have a pure language; not half Hebrew and half 
Ashdod, not the sound of the silver trumpet and 
ram's horn at one breath; not a jumble of discords, 
mourning and piping, groaning and harping, in 
one concert Thou wilt keep the day of atone- 
ment and the feast of tabernacles apart; and 
every thing will be kept in its proper place ; law 
will be law, and gospel will be gospel. 

All the above lessons are clear to me, and thou 
hast proved thyself clear in these .'matters; and 
now thou hast but three lessons more to learn 
before thou wilt take up thy degrees in faith. 

The first is, resignation and submission to the 
will of God, come life or come death. 

The next is, a believing view of the Lord of 
life and glory crucified under all thine intolerable 
load of accumulated guilt, which is a looking to 
him whom thou hast pierced. 

The third is, a feeling sense of everlasting love, 
driving before it all wrath, fear, torment, and 
every sensation that attends despair; and, when 
once God's lovingkindness and thy misery meet 
together, there will flow out such pure evangelical 
repentance towards God as necdeth never to be 
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repented of. Then thou wilt put off thy sackcloth, 
and be girded with gladness. 

This makes a man, *' a burning and a shining 
light,'* and " a minister a flaming fire;" and when 
this comes to pass the people at Lewes must stand 
clear; for this holy fire from the altar, and the 
natural heat of the Welshman, will set both the 
shocks and the standing corn all on a blaze. I 
am so fully persuaded that this will be thy happy 
case, that I both cry and laugh while I am 
writing it. 

But you ' often get into carelessness and ease/ 
These little respites are the good Lord's indul- 
gences; breathing times, in which he lets thee 
alone that thou mayest swallow down thy spittle. 
The lions must at times keep silence, that thou 
mayest renew thy strength for a fresh attack; 
and generally the next onset is more hot than 
any have been before; nevertheless, thou must 
look to him, as Daniel did, " from the land of 
Shinar, from the lions' dens, and from the moun- 
tains of the leopards." 

That sweet drop, on the Sunday morning, after 
the reading my sermon on Eternal Love, was a 
great indulgence, an earnest penny, a foretaste, a 
drinking of the brook by the way; honey from 
the comb, and droppings from the sanctuary. 
" My son, hast thou found honey, eat as much of 
it as doth thee good : so shall the knowledge of 
wisdom be to thy soul when thou hast found it; 



Digitized by 



Google 



190 

then there shall be a reward, and thine expecta- 
tion shall not be cut ofF." 

But you have called me a liar a hundred times. 
Take care that I do not make you prove your 
words. However, I shall not deny the charge, 
ibr, " All men are liars." 

Your * friends stand aloof, and your acquaint- 
ance are hid in darkness.' This is often the case; 
when God comes with a rod, he likes to have a 
fair stroke at the fool's back, and therefore either 
scatters, strikes dumb, or shuts up, the rest of the 
crying family, that they may not ward off the 
blows. Job's friends are silent seven days; Asaph's 
acquaintance stood aloof from his sore; and an- 
other looked for comforters but found none : " But 
I," saith Jehovah, "am thy comforter;" ''And, 
as one whom his mother comforteth, so will I 
comfort you." " Who art thou, that thou shouldest 
be afraid of man that shall die?" My son, God 
bless thee. 

Ever thine, 

W.H. 
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^ LETTER XLIII. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

TENDER AND BELOVf D IN THE SIGHT OF THB 
LORD, 

This sickness is not unto death, I believe, my 
dearly beloved, but that the Lord's perfect faith- 
fulness may be glorified !n me. I find this dearest 
and invariable Father what thou hast found him 
for s6ven long years, supplying all my needs out 
of his riches in glory by Jesus. O, my dear Re- 
deemer! but I cannot bear to think of what thou 
hast done for me. It is so much, it almost at 
times kills me with grief; and I am constrained 
to say, in the fulness of my heart, * Depart from 
me, thou Holy One!' 

Before my present weak state of body I was 
amazingly indulged with this kind of pleasing 
grief, both in hearing, praying, and meditation. 
What a soul -strengthening union is this! for only 
here the Lord is all, and we are nothing. We 
have the mind of Christ, my dearly beloved; but 
think thou of me and my temptations, for they 
are many, lest I should be beguiled and depart 
from this simplicity; for my ears are daily filled 
with the conversation of those that hate him. 
Oh! when shall this sword depart from my house? 
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But they are to wear out the saints of the Most 
High, until the time of the end shall come. 

Thy prophecy concerning the emptiness of 
that huilder from Babylon is literally fulfilled, and 
is, daily fulfilling. The Lord will uphold his 
church in this time of sifting and trial, I humbly 
hope. 

Will my brother, my faithful, tried, and sym 
pathizing brother, cease to pray for me, when he 
believes my soul hateth both the tempter and the 
temptation? No; that %€ far from him. 

When I received the little note (it brought 
more by half than it expressed) I said within my- 
self, Thy kindness to me is wonderful, passing 
the love of all in this hard-hearted world; fori 
shall never find a better copy of the Saviour's 
heart while I dwell here below ; and, blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus, that hath 
given thee more abundant life; and blessed be he 
that blesseth thee. 

If I thought it would be no alleviation to hear 
how I go on, I should not venture to write ; but, 
having the Spirit's witness before 1 began, I 
thought if any hindered it must be Satan. I could 
wish to have a little of thy soul's late experience 
upon paper, but I dare not ask; perhaps it will 
not be expedient. 

There is a lion in the way, though at present 
he lies down with the kid ; for so the Lord will 
have it, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 
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O, that the very God of peace may rule and reign 
in thee, my soul's companion upon earth! When 
I heard that thou wast sick, I lost my selfishness 
a little while, and wished thee to depart; for I 
often feel the rest that does remain for thee, and 
all that love him. I know Jesus loveth thee, and 
me as well as thee; and I think he will keep us 
by his mighty power through faith unto salvation. 
I think it will be some time ere I recover my 
health of body, I am so very weak at present. 
Blessed be the Lord, I do not feel much anxiety, 
be it for life or death; for, though I have been in 
deaths oft, I clearly see the hope of Israel changeth 
not Thrice blessed I-x>rd! to thee be glory now, 
and to my brother peace for evermore; Amen. 

It is amazing how he supplies me with tempo- 
rals; there is hardly room for brazen unbelief to 
enter in; though it is not long since he preached 
a long discourse upon Hospitals for the Sick Poor. 
I would to God his name was blotted out from 
under heaven^ for he always comes to weaken 
the weak, hnt to strengthen the strong. Mr. T. 
brought me a mite. Shall we ever want, William ? 
I believe not 

I found myself ratlier offended at your inter- 
fering with my head-dress, thinking it was out of 
youx pravince as a minister of the gospel; and 
was^e&iag'to write to you sharply about it; but, 
happening to fall asleep by the fire as I was read- 
ings the Bible, the candle caught the lappet of my 
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cap, consumed my cap, and a good deal of my 
hair; and I view it a great mercy that I was not 
consumed myself; and you may be assured that 
you will see neither streamers, curls, nor topsails^ 
agaiUi^ 

S. Bull* 



LETTER XLIV- 
To Mrs. Bull. 



To Sarah, the Mother of us all. 

X HERE is no affliction that cometh unto thee but 
what is ordained of God. " All these things are 
appointed for thee, and many such things are with 
him.*' They are dealt out by exact weight and 
measure; "I will correct thee in measure, and 
not leave thee wholly unpunished ;" but it is the 
rod of a merciful Father, who himself has provided 
a Physician to heal every stripe and every wound; 
" Yea, he took our infirmities, and bare our slck^ 
nesses; the chastisement of our peace was upon' 
him, and by his stripes we are healed." He was 
chastised in wrath, that we may be healed; we 
are chastised in love, that we may be humbled. . 
The sweetest frames are those which attend a 
believing view of our crucified Lord, and of our 
interest in him: this dissolves and levels alL 
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■<* With the broken and contrite heart will I dwell," 
saith the Lord; "to revive the spirit of the con- 
trite, and the heart of the humble." Jesus and 
his disciples are always alone at these seasons; 
the old man hides his head, and Satan keeps his 
distance; self is loathed, denied, and put olF, and* 
folly cannot enter; the throne is accessible, and 
every impediment removed. Great is the boldness 
and freedom of the soul at such seasons, and won- 
derful the condescension of our Lord, to. suffer 
our eyes of faith to see, our circumcised ears to 
hear, and our very souls to feel and handle, this 
incarnate Word of life. 

These visitations preserve our spirits and keep 
glory fresh in us; the sounding of his bowela 
towards us sweetly draws forth all our love, and 
every grace into exercise; the spices flow out 
indeed, and the odour of every grace emits its? 
sweetest fragrtnce; the south wind, the Spirit's 
softest gales of love, operating upon the soul, 
delight and entertain the King of kings and Lord 
of lords. I could wish myself confined \A a prisoi), 
or in a hermit's cave, so that I might uninter- 
ruptedly enjoy those believing views of a dear 
Redeemer, and the evangelical repentance, the 
godly sorrow, and the sweet humiliation, M^hich 
' attend such views; together with the still voice 
that whispers peace, and those soft words which 
break the bones; These are the prodigal's ban- 
quets, and this is Mary's place— at her Saviour's 
feet. This is the cordial reception of a returning 
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sinner, and the weary soul's resting-place; this is 
the dove's cleft of the rock, the saint's hiding- 
place, and the sinner's last refuge; it is a covert 
from every storm. 

What is all the world when compared to this? 
and what is all religion without it? I am almost 
at times ready to put it away, and say with Job, 
" My soul refuses to be comforted," knowing what 
a poor, ignorant, blind fool I was from my child« 
hood; yea, one of the oiF-scouring of the earth, 
whom none sought after or cared for, and who 
envied the happiness of every pharisee in his mask, 
and the comfort of eveiy one that had a home 
they could call their own, or a bed whereon they 
could lay their head. 

But, " God has" strangely " put down the 
mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low 
degree;'* "He hath filled the hungry soul with 
good things, and sent the rich em^y away." So 
that I no more envy Nabal his table, Ahithophel 
his wisdom, the miser his bags, nor the monarch 
his throne. Poor, sickly, despised, and afflicted 
as I am, I covet no man's state, nor envy any 
mortal bis happiness; for the Lord is the portion 
of my soul; a favour which I never expected; 
yea, I thought it was no less than perilous pre- 
sumption in me even to look to heaven. 

But now I have nothing else in view, nor any 
thing less in hope; and though it is often sug- 
gested by the enemy, ' Can the Most High dwell 
with man, with such a man, with such an ignorant 
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creature a$ you^ less than nothing?* To reason it 
appears impossible, but faith and the witness 
within carry all before them, and silence all these, 
nor suffer one doubt to rise or remain about it; 
** For truly our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son, Christ Jesus ;" yea, his delights arc 
with the sons of men, and his pleasure in those 
that hope in his mercy. 

I was rather displeased when I saw your letter, 
having but little time to write, as my hands must 
minister to my necessities^ and to those that are 
Avith me ; for, " If any provide not for his own 
house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than 
an infidel;" " If they will not work, neither shall 
they eat'* 

But these words came softly to my mind, 
"Son, behold thy mother ^ If this text had not 
come to me, this letter had not come to you. I 
am glad that you are led to look to God by faith 
for temporal supplies; the apostles were sent out 
without purse or scrip; and, as the royal priest- 
liood is fallen to our lot, we must not expect much 
inheritance in the land of Jsrael. 

We must eat the labour of our hands, and the 
offerings of the Lord shall make up the deficiency. 
A little will suffice while the Lord is enjoyed; but 
let his presence once depart, and then, "That 
which is wanting cannot be numbered." 

A daily cross must be expected. The gospel 
often occasions divisions; " Yea, there shall be. 
five in one house divided; three against two, and 
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two against three/' Pray for him ; the unbelieving 
Jiusband is sanctified by the faith of the wife; 
good conversation coupled with fear may in time 
gain him; if not, who shall harm you, if you be a 
follower of that which is good? " Commit the 
keeping of your soul unto him in well doing, as 
unto a faithful Creator," I was brought very low, 
and told one of my friends from Richmond (Cap- 
tain Duckett) who came to see me, that ^ I thought 
my work was done.' He replied, * I think it is/ 
But the few sheep in the wilderness, and the 
feeble ones of my household, pulled so hard, that 
I was in a strait betwixt two; and perhaps for the 
sake of them my withered limbs have obtained 
this resurrection. 

You must view me no more than a poor in- 
strument by whom you believed; nor expect 
comfort from me, but from the Father of all mer- 
cies and the God of all comfort; he makes minis- 
ters, but not robbers; for, as to me, I am kept 
spiritually poor and needy. You must not look 
to the streams, but t§ the fountain; not to the 
reflections of light, but their eyes shall be blest 
which behold the sun; you must not hang upon 
my skirts, but the skirts of him that is a Jew. 

The opposition I meet with is very grea^ 
which at times much discourages me; but a little 
success, and the discovery of here and there a bro- 
ken heart, lifts me above all my discouragements; 
" By evil report and good report; as dying, and, 
behold, we live; a^ deceivers, and yet true; as 
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unknown^ and yet well knovni; as chastened, and 
not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing ; as 
poor, yet making many rich; as having nothings 
and yet possessing all things/* " Bless the Lord, 
O my soul ! and forget not all his benefits. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul! and all that is within me 
bless his holy name !" 

Adieu! 

W. H. 



LETTER XLV. 
To the Rev. Mn Huntinqton. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

I HAVE received your last fav6ur in due time; 
and never did any thing, I think, come more sfsa- 
sonably. I had been for some days without a 
gleam of light on my way; not a text in the Bible 
that seemed to open to me. How hard it is to go 
on so? The matter of your letter works in my 
soul both hope and humility; the reading of it 
has been attended with power to my soul. I know 
that the desires of my heart are towards the dear 
Bedjeemer, and that I long for the coming of the 
Lord more than the watchman does for the morn- 
ing. I have read with profit your last publication^ 
and cannot but admire the deep things the Lord 
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enables you to bring out of darkness, when so 
many try to learn them, by mere dint of study 
and strength of natural judgment, and never come 
to the knowledge of them. I read them, see, and 
acknowledge and feel, the truth of them; but 
my bewildered understanding cannot comprehend, 
nor my memory retain, them; but your 6fteen 
propositions, previous to the union taking place, 
delighted my heart, and I could not but weep 
and rejoice in reading them. I think of late that 
I am sinking lower and lower under the spirit of 
despondency, and I know that I must go deeper 
before I am led to the Rock. My natural frame 
is much broken and shattered; gout, rheumatism, 
and weakness of eye-sight, are symptoms that 
very much alarm me; but, above all, that horrible 
tern^itation that generally follows me to blaspheme 
the Almighty; this distresses me more than any 
thing, and the anguish I feel in this conflict makes 
liie fear that I shall fall, and it is suggested that I 
cannot possibly endure many such seasons. That 
which supports me at these times is, some hope 
springing up that the Lord will appear, and then 
I fall down before him, and feel my heart melted 
to weep and mourn, and reflect with indignation 
on my wretched thoughts against him. Why 
should I blaspheme the good Lord that has spared 
me so long, and of whose mercy it is I am out of 
hell? This generally breaks the strength of the 
temptation. Some intimations I have had, of the 
Lord one day appearing for me, encouraged me 
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still to hope; but what, my dear sir, if these were 
not from him, but Satan's delusions? I know he 
can give dreams, and bring scriptures to the mind, 
and put on the garb of an angel of light. Should 
this be my case, I shall be ashamed of my hope, 
and undone for ever. I know you pray for me, 
and may the dear Redeemer hear you. I purpose, 
with the Lord's leave, to be at Providence Mon- 
day night God bless you a thousand times, prays 

Your unworthy but very affectionate friend, 

J« Jenkins. 



LETTER XLVL 
To the Rev. J. Jenkins. 

MY DEARLY BELOVED BROTHER IN CHRIST, 

I wish grace, mercy, and peace, through our ever 
adorable Lord Jesus. 

I HEAR thou art still in the furnace, fitting for 
the important work of the ministry; and I have 
not a single doubt but he will turn thee out a real 
vessel of honour fit for the Master's use; a work- 
man that needeth not to be ashamed. Who 
teacheth like him? A soul truly taught of God is 
made to feel the divine impressions of God's glo- 
rious perfections. A glimpse of divine holiness, 
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and a deep impre$sioii of it, makes all oar comeli- 
ness turn into corruption, and we ciy, ^ Wo » 
roe, for I am undone!" 

A sense of divine justice makes us feel the 
snares of death and the pains of helK 

A sense of almighty power holds us fast to a 
sight of the law, and a sense of our just deserts, 
and makes us cry out, " It is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God;" while the 
light that shines within makes manifest the coun- 
sels of the heart; "All things that are reproved 
are made manifest by the light which doth appear;" 
the Spirit of life quickening the soul, gives it the 
keenest sensations, that it may be thoroughly sen- 
sible of the reality of the terrible majesty of God, 
and feel the need of a Saviour. But under all this 
teaching we are upheld; "They shall be holpen 
with a little help." God's eyes are still upon us 
for good; for, " To this man will I look, even to 
him that is poor, and of a contrite spirit, and that 
trembleth at my word/* All this, my brother, 
paves the way for mercy, and makes it highly 
acceptable when it comes. 

Jesus stands behind the wall of partition, while 
we are labouring under the law, and shews him- 
self through the lattice of all this chequer-work 
of seeming contrarieties and puzzling perplexity; 
and, as a refiner, mitigates and regulates tlie beat, 
so that the flame doth not kindle upon us. 

But when the set time to favour Zion comes, 
when the day of the Son of Man arrives, when 
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the day of salvation appears, when the day of our 
espousals, our coronation day, is fully come, the 
day to forgive our iniquities, to heal our diseases, 
and to crown us with lovingkindness and tender 
mercy, then Jesus becomes our hiding-place from 
the storm, and covert from the tempest, and the 
shadow of a great rock in a. weary land. Then 
the day breaks, and the shadows flee away, the 
veil of darkness passeth, and the true light shineth; 
" Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory 
of God is risen upon thee!" Then shalt thou look 
on him whom thou thou hast pierced, and mourn, 
being in bitterness of soul, for him; and in the 
vision of faith thou shalt see that Just One, and 
hear the voice of his words; the sight and voice 
of whom shall cut thee deeper, lay thee lower, 
and make thee appear ten times viler, than the 
terrible sword of justice, the storms of Sinai, or 
all the flashes of lightning that ever darted from 
that mount. O, my brother, my mouth is open 
to you, my heart is enlarged! Let patience have 
its perfect work; patiently hope, and quietly wait; 
" It is a good thing for a man to bear the yoke 
in his youth;" the stony heart will soon dissolve, 
the bonds and cords will soon fly, the bolt of 
unbelief will give way as soon as love touches 
the handle of the lock. Remember, and forget 
not, that our ALL in all is before the throne; 
our fountain to cleanse, our robe to cover, our 
ransom price; and the grace that is to make us 
meet for the inheritance is now in the presence of 
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God for us; and, sooner or later, thou shalt put 
<m the Lord Jesus Christ and walk in him. Think 
it not strange concerning the fiery trial of temp- 
tation ; the same is accomplished in your breth- 
ren that are in the world. Satan seduced Eve, 
and Adam by her means; he stirred up David to 
number the people; he accused and resisted Joshua 
the high-priest; he tempted the Saviour, sifted 
Peter, and bufietted Paul. Christ was tempted 
in all things even as we are, that he might succour 
them that are tempted. Satan is discovered by 
the Lord's light. While the sword of the Spirit 
reaches him, and lays at him ; this galls 'the ser- 
pent, and he wreaks his rage on the spoil that is 
taken from him. He wants to lead the captive 
at his will, but divine power forbids; therefore 
he tempts, and tries to do by stratagem what he 
cannot effect by violence. Pay no regard to him ; 
let him curse on; let him go round the city and 
grin, and grudge, for he shall never be satisfied. 
Whip him by confession and prayer; nothing cuts 
him worse. The Syrophenician woman drove 
him both out of her daughter, and out of her 
house too, by a threefold petition. And Jesus is 
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever; and 
never is he better pleased than when, like the 
poor woman, we are vexed with the devil, and 
cry to him against him. His errand into this 
world was to destroy his works by his death, and 
to rescue us by his power; this the devil knows, 
and therefore begins to howl as soon as we begin 
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to cry to Jesus. O, hour many wonderful promises 
there are in God's book to encourage the coming 
sinner under Satan's temptations. ^ The seed of 
the woman shall bruise the serpent's head;'' *^ He 
ihall wound the head over divers countries; h^ 
shall drink of the brook by the way, therefore 
shall he lift up the head." " Thou wentest forth 
for the salvation of the people, for salvation with 
thine anointed} thou woundest the head out of 
the house of the wicked, by discovering the foun* 
dation even to the neck," Hab. iii. 13. The cun- 
ning power and policy of this infernal serpent is 
called the head; the bond of iniquity by which 
the devil holds and leads his slaves and vassals 
captive. is called the neck, which ties the poor sin^ 
ner to that cursed head; to discover the foundation 
is to shine into the heart so as to discover Satan, 
the origin, fountain, and foundation of all evil, 
ruling in the heart of the disobedient. The strong 
man armed keeps the palace and his goods in 
, peace; but the Lord takes away his armour 
wherein he trusts. I know of no other armour ia 
which Satan trusts than unbelief, self-righteous- 
ness, a blind mind, a stubborn will, carnal enmity, 
a hard heart, a seared conscience, human wisdom, 
pride, the chains of sin, corrupt affections, ami 
carnal security. These compose Satan's strong 
hold; it is the devil's panoply, and the siuner's 
prison ; and Christ is anointed to let these prisoners 
go free, and justice agrees to it by the blood of 
the covenant. 
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Now it is manifest, by my dear brother's let^ 
ters, that not one piece of the above armour 
remains whole ypon him. The arrows of the 
Almighty, and the sword of the Spirit, go through 
all the joints of his harness, so that Satan's goods, 
are not in peace, but sadly disturbed. Your soul 
is not in a false peace, nor the devil in quiet pos- 
session; nor can he lead thee captive at his will^ 
nor stop the mouth of prayer, nor harden thy 
Iieart, nor blind thine eyes, nor make thee loyal 
to his usurped throne, nor draw thee to favour, 
much less support, his interest. He is the god of 
this world ; but this world, and the god of it too, 
are both against thee, and thou against them. 
Thou art more than upon even ground with thine^ 
adversary ; thou hast the advantage by gaining 
the heights of Zion ; and thou art enabled to resist 
him, and deal blow for blow; and hast often called 
in the assistance promised, and hast obtained it, 
and superior strength has been put forth in thy 
weakness; and thou shalt overcome him by the 
blood of the Lamb, and by the word of thy testi- 
mony: the former shall purge thee from all thy 
guilt contracted, and the latter shall wound the 
father of falsehood and his unrighteous cause. 

Satan is not thy king, but thy fowler; not thy 
master, but thine accuser; nor art thou his wiUing 
captive, but his enemy; not his servant, but his 
antagonist; and thou shalt by and by return, as 
the disciples did, saying, " Master, the devils arc 
subject to us through thy name." Think not to 
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escape the fiery darts of Satan any more than the 
rest of thy brethren. He cannot be a good /soldier 
of Jesus Christ who never engaged in the fight of 
faith; nor can he prove his sonship who never 
was chastened; nor is he in the way to the kii\g- 
dom who never was on the path of tribulation. 
Plenty of furnace- work furnishes us with a choice 
fund of experience, which is of infinite use to 
those who preach the kingdom of God, which 
kingdom stands not in word, but in power. And 
God will in future shine upon thy heart, and then 
thou wilt bring forth out of thy treasures of expe- 
rience and grace things new and old; and, when 
thou art at a loss to find out the meaning of a 
text, thou wilt then refer to the Spirit and his 
work within, and thus understand the scriptures 
and the power of God, and compare spiritual 
things with spiritual, spiritual words with spiritual 
works. Thou findest already how bold, how 
explicit, how confident, how at a point, how ner- 
vous and masterly, thou art in handling those 
subjects which thou feelest, and hast felt, in thy 
own soul; and, as thou art with the trumpet in 
sounding an alarm, so wilt thou be with the harp, 
when thy now broken heart comes to be strung 
and tuned with the threefold cord of everlasting 
love: then, "As well the singers as the players 
on instruments thall be there; all my springs are 
in thee." 

Go on with thy mourning for the present, 
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ai)^ wait till thy change cometh. '^ Blessed are 
they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.** 

Satan is afraid of thee; he knows that thou 
art not ignorant of his devices, and that thou wilt 
la^i him open, demolish his strong holds, weaken 
his interest, and that he shall suffer loss, whenever 
the time comes for thee to return in the power of 
the Spirit. There are a great many under your 
ministry who are alarmed, awakened, and sensible 
of their chains, of their prison, of the dark regions, 
and of Satan's dominion over them, and he cannot 
rock them to sleep; this enrages and exasperates 
him, as the young disciples did when they 
preached the kingdom of God; they galled and 
inflamed him till he fled about the air all in a blaze* 
*^ I," saith the Saviour, '^ saw Satan like lightning 
fall from heaven.'* We are in the hand of a good 
ally; Christ is on our side; " Verily he took not 
on him the nature of angels, but the seed of Abra*' 
ham." In our own nature Christ died, and in 
our nature he reigns, and has destroyed the devil 
and his works in that very nature that Satan 
ruined, and thus outshot Satan in his own bow.' 
**0, the manifold wisdom of God!" Satan has 
been our tormentor, and we now torment him; 
and we, that have been his vassals, shall one day 
be his judges: " Know ye not that we shall judge 
angels?" Go on, thou mighty man of valour, 
mighty in thy Saviour's might, the sword is upon 
the Lord's thigh, and there is victorj" written both 
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on his thigh and on his vesture, *^ King of kings^ 
and Lord of lords," Leviathan shall be punished, 
and the dragon shall be wounded, and that by the 
foolishness of preaching. We must storm the hole 
of the asp, besiege the cockatrice's den, crush the 
serpent's eggs, burn the spiders' webs, disannul 
all leagues with death and covenants with hell. 
And who is sufficient for these things? ^^ But our 
sufficiency is of God/' ** I will give thee a mouth 
and wisdom, that all thine enemies shall not be 
able to gainsay or resist; for it is not you that 
fipeak, but the spirit of your Father speaketh in 
you." And thus we are no more than instruments; 
the work is the Lord's, and, '^ He will work, and 
who shall let it?" 

Pver thipe^ 



LETTER XLVIL 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

MY BEAU SIR, 

1 RECEIVED your last favoi^r, and, as all the rest, 
it was sweet and refreshing for a little while; 
but all my goodpess, like the morning cloud, soon 
goeth away. I can only i?ay that I am very sen- 
sible of all this kindness; ^nd may also add, that 
I am much afraid I am not worth so much atten- 

yOL. XIII. F 
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tion from you. I am a greait tebel, amd a Itardened 
sinner, and Imve no heart to mourn for sin, nor 
to lament my folly. I can see my state very clear^ 
but have no power to escape, nor to pray ibr 
deliverance. I can at present see no evidences 
of the work of God's Spirit on my soul; and those 
I conjectured to be so I am afraid werefabe: for 
what can one draw from convictions, sense of sin, 
terrors of God, despondency, and despair, but 
iv^hat is common to hypocrites and apostates wlicn 
they are alarmed? and how many can I see in 
those gulphs, wading all their days, and for want 
of love are never able to come out. 

I am dii^ouraged with the barrenness and 
hardness of my own heart; the awful rebellion I 
find within, and often a propensity to despair. 
My past folly I now rue; and, when I consider 
what an awful state of hypocrisy and presumption 
I have been in for years, I then think. What pro- 
bability can there be that God should choose me? 
But that conscience should be at last alarmed is 
no wonder at all. In the next place, 1 can see 
no w:ork going on among the people; and, though 
there may have been a noise like that in the valley, 
some alarm, and awakenings of conscience, yet 
there is little breath, life, or power; but then, if 
there was one to lead them, some of the people, I 
think, would come forth; but they have not one 
among all the sons they have brought up. At 
certain seasons I find some degree of light and 
utterance to speak, and at other times am quite 
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shut up; and I have been now for some time in 
this state, generally dark; can neither read, medi- 
tate, nor speak; and sometimes as rebellious as 
the devil can make me. What a dark night hangs 
over our country! and how few burning lights! I 
am sure this part of it is awfully so. Not one 
that endeavours to set the minds of the people 
jight in the very important things which concern 
their souls! What hard thoughts this works in 
me! and makes me ready to tell the Almighty to 
his face tliat he knows there is none in these parts 
that stand forth for his glorious name; and that 
he alarmed me, shewed me my state, and the state 
of others; and that I try and endeavour, with all 
that is in me, to bring them out, and yet he suffers 
almost all of them to curse me, and leaves me to 
struggle with so many difficulties in hard bondage. 
I have a good mind to go over the sea to France; 
it cannot be much worse with me there than here. 
I understand you have had another combat; I 
should be glad to sec the result of it. I know 
the Lord has made you an iron pillar against 
them, and has given you the necks of all your 
enemies; for you know under what yoke they 
^re, and how easy it is to crush them all. Farewell, 

your sincere and yfiry affectionate friend, 

J. Jenkins. . 
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LETTER XLVIII. 
To the Rev. J. Jenkins. 

^ DEARLY BELOVED BROTHER IN THE LORD, 

I PERCEIVE thou art still at College, fitting for 

the important work, struggling hard with the first 

rudiments, and galled with the legal yoke. Be it 

so: this is needful for all that God uses in his 

husbandry. Ephraim loved to tread out the corn, 

and he was an heifer that was taught to do it 

Ah! but God passed over upon her fair neck ; he 

handled his shoulder, and put the labouring yoke 

upon him ; and he cried oiet at this, ^^ I am like n 

bullock unaccustomed to the yoke; turn thou me 

and I shall be turned, for thou art the Lord my 

God.^ The ox that tread3 out the com should 

know his owner, and the ass that the Lord rides 

should know his master's crib; for beasts of labour 

and of burden stand in need botly of strength and 

provender. But you ask, ? What can one draw 

from convictions, sense of sin, terrors of God, 

despondency, and despair, but what is common 

to hypocrites and apostates?* It is well, my brother, 

tl?^ thou saidst this of thyself; for, had any body 

else said so of thee, thou wouldest have given 

them the lie to their face, and have said with Job, 

\\ I am not inferior to you.'* I give no credit to 
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this part of your letter, because your own heart 
gave you the He when you wrote it; for you know, 
as well as I do, that they are not called hypocrites 
that cry day and night unto God; but they are 
hypocrites that cry not when God binds thcra. 
To thirst for the living God, as* the hart for the 
water brook, is not a criterion of hypocrites; for 
they say unto God, ** Depart from us, for we 
desire not the knowledge of thy ways." Nor 
does the Lord say of all hypocrites, ^ I rebuke and 
chasten them, and scourge every apostate whom 
I hate$' for it is said that the rod of God is not 
upon themw But you complain of barrenness. 
The Almighty doth not expect grapes from thorns, 
nor figs from thistles, any more than we do. He 
knows that a wild olive tree must bear wild berries; 
and therefore he is cutting thee out of the old 
stock, in order to engraft thee into the good oliv« 
tree, that thou mayest partake of the goodness, 
and fatness of that tree. But thou art too impa- 
tient under his hand, though it is already im- 
pressed on thy mind that all these things are 
working together for thy good. I say this is im- 
. pressed upon thy mind, and that by the Spirit of 
God; for, was the Almighty to withdraw and take 
away his rod, his terrors, ^nd his strong hand, 
from thee, and give thee up to ease and carnal 
security, thou wouldest then say, ' Now all my 
hope and expectations are gone; 4his is the worst 
mark that I have ever perceived yet: when I was 
in hard labour there was some hope of coming 
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forth, but now there is none; O, that I could get 
once more under my burden.* 

As to the work going on among the people, 
you must leave that to the Lord ; the work is not 
yours, but his; he will work, and none shall let 
it. The work of the Lord*s house often seems to 
stand still, till the Lord again stirs up the spirit 
of the builders; this wind bloweth where it listeth,. 
and we must attend to the motions and sound 
thereof; for the work is not to be done by human 
power, nor by human might, but by my Spirit^ 
saith the Lord of Hosts. The heart of the wise 
is a well-spring of life, and the tongue of the wise 
is the Spirit's trumpet. When the Spirit unseals 
the heart the spring will rise, and then thy heart 
will teach thy mouth, and add learning to thy 
lips ; *' Thou shalt be dumb," saith the Lord to 
the prophet, " and shalt be no longer a reprover;'^ 
»but when I want thee to speak I will open thy 
mouth. Thy tongue hath long been an instrument 
without life giving sound; but now there is a 
bridle in thy mouthy and therefore fluency and 
silence must be both expected in their turn; for, 
" There is a time to keep silence, and a time to 
speak," Eccl. iii. 7- David did well in his inten- 
tions to build the Lord an house, though he was 
only to give the plan and prepare the materials. 
Thou dost well in wishing to see God glorified in 
the conversion of his children, for God accepts 
the will for the deed. * But, though thou aim at 
^their salvation, they curse thee/ Well> that is 
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no bad sign, for it is for a right work that a maa 
is envied of his neighbour. But our corres- 
pondence is at an end, it seems, for thou art going 
over sea to France. Poor soul! thou dost not 
know where thou art going, for the Lord is bring- 
ing thee by a way that thou knowest not, and 
leading thee in paths that thou hast not known ; 
but thou shalt know hereafter, when he makes 
darkness light before thee, and crooked things 
straight. Poor sinners, when in the strong hand 
of God, have sought out many inventions. David 
wanted the wings of a dove to fly away; Israel 
said, No, but we will ride upon horses; but Jonah 
and Jenkins are for going by water. I would 
sooner hear of a tour to Wales than a voyage to 
France, for the waves of the channel might be 
worse than the swellings of the Severn; however, 
should this take place, I am resolved not to go 
passenger with thee, for I should expect no less 
than that thou wouldest drown me and all the 
crew. 

As for the combat that you have heard of, it 
is nothing but what I expect. Dathan and his 
company confronted Moses; and David kept Ahi- 
thophel, the enemy of his soul, at his own expense : 
Eli's sons kicked at God's sacrifice; and Judas 
kicked at the Apostle and High-priest of our pro- 
fession ; and a Mr. Hacker, who hath eaten bread 
with me, hath lift up his heel against me. But 
we mus^ontinue with the Saviour in his tempta- 
tiona;^ for it is enpuglji: that the disciple b^. as his 
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master. " If they have persecuted me, they will 
persecute you; if they have kept my sayings^ they 
wiU keep yours also." 

I know that I must be weaned from the church 
of God as well as from the world. 

Grievous wolves are to enter in, not sparing 
the flock; Yea^ saith the Spirit, and, "Also of 
your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away disciples after them," Acts 
XX. 30. " But none of these things move me/' 
-from the foundation^ for the answers that I get 
to prayer, the seasonable instructions I am favoured 
with, the little comfort that I get at times, the 
nearness of access that I am indulged with in 
secret, and the testimony that he gives to the 
word of his grace, together with a consciousness 
of the goodness of my cause, and my comiQission 
from the Lord of Hosts to the work, helps to 
counterbalance all the oppositions that I meet 
with from presumptuous and ungodly men. 

Through rich grace, though the chief of sin* 
ners, I can say, " I know whom I have believed;" 
and I know who ordained me to the work and 
sent me forth, who told me to come to London, 
who gathered the small remnant to my ministry, 
who built the house of prayer for me, and who 
fixed me in my present station: for this has aH 
been tried, both by devils and hypocrites; and I 
am left without a doubt that the hat^d of God 
my Saviour is in all this. ^ 

The lot is fallen unto me to burn iitVense 
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atid, to the glory of my dear Redeemer, I can say 
that, for twenty-one years past, he hath maintained 
my lot; nor have any of those ever been blessed 
with a double portion of his Spirit that have 
laboured to pull me down from my station. 

"^ They shall surely gather ^ogether, but not 
by me; for whosoever shall gather together against 
thee shall fall for thy sake; for no weapon that is 
formed against thee shall prosper, and every 
tongue that shall rise in judgment against thee 
thou shalt condemn ; this is the heritage of the 
Lord s servants ;" and I shall see it fulfilled, and 
shall trust in him till he bring it to pass. 

Cain laboured, stormed, and raged, for God's 
testimony; Esau for the blessing; Dathan for 
the priesthood;, and the ministers of Satan for 
the apostolic office. And this affair of mine is a 
revival of the old cause, a kindling of the old 
9trange fire, and a compassing themselves about 
with a few of the old sparks. 

Biit we know who it is that denies this weighty 
charge to a novice; and we know that there is 
no getting, with the approbation of God, into the 
highest seat until they have first taken the lowest 
room. 

My supplanter has been long sick of the pew, 
and wants to be restored to health by the occ^pa* 
tion of a pulpit: he is apt to teach, but unap| to 
learn; swift to speak, and slow to hear; but 
before this honour is humility. 
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He offered hknself ta us as a hearer, but what 
he aimed at was ta be a teacher; and his attends 
ance an me was not to dung the ground, but to 
fill the hovel; not to stock the cellar, but to stow 
the garret; and in this way he soon became more 
mighty in word than some s^re in deed. He took 
a deal of pains, and travelled many miles in secret^ 
to see if I had printed any thing wrong in Mr. 
Vessey's letter, which had been in some of our 
people's hands for ten months before it came to 
me; which, God knows, was printed verbatim- 
This he did, being leavened in his heart with Ves- 
sey's damnable heresy. Upon this he waged a 
paper war with several poor simple souls in the 
city, some of whom, were in the back-string, and 
some in the go-cart; who made great complaints 
to me about it ; but I took no notice of it, because 
once, yea twice, have I heard this, that, " A prating 
fool shall fall,'' and therefore I thought there must 
be an end to this war some time or other. 

The business of Mr. Hacker on the Lord's day, 
for some few years back, hath been to come and 
hear me, and to watch for my halting, to lay in 
wait fi>F me when reproving in the gate, and to 
make me an offender for a word; and consequently 
the HKwe blunders I made the better he fared: 
tfaui he fed upon ashes, which confirms the pro- 
phff s prediction!, that dust shall be the serpent's 
iflfat; and it is plain that the ancestors of this 
.^rooked and perverse generation followed the. dear 
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Kedeemer for nothing else but to catch something 
out of his mouthy that they might have to accuse 
him. 

After Mr. Hacker had offered this sacrifice of 
a fool, he generally returaed to his house, not pri- 
vately to meditate, but in company with several 
poor simple souls, whom he endeavoured to charm 
with the melody of his viols; and, as little ones 
are, in the general, more fond of pleasant music 
than they are of solid matter, they began to look 
up to him as to some great one, while he let his 
light shine before them in discovering my dark- 
ness and ignorance, and displayed his abilities 
upon my weakness and emptiness, until he found 
a few admirers. All this time I was in the secret, 
without either feal* or danger of my army being 
ficattered from me; for I was fully persuaded that 
those who had been in distress, those that had 
been discontented, and those that had been in 
debt, would not mend themselves; and, as for a 
scouting party, I never wished to lead or command 
them. 

This being judged the best way of coming 
into the sheepfold, and despairing of tlie Lord's 
ever committing a flock to his oversight, he 
thought it was the best way to steal a few of my 
charge to begin with; that of his uncle Laban he 
might get all his glory, without enduring either 
the hKat by day, or the frost by night. 

And now comes a letter, directed, * To the 
Rev. Mn Huntington/ beginning with ' Rev, Pas- 
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tor/ The words were smoother than oil, but I 
knew there was war in the heart; and therefore 
this kind and candid salutation sat no better upon 
my stomach than the '^ All hail" and affectionate 
kiss of Judas did upon my dear Master, when he 
had sold his blood for thirty pieces of silver; for 
the language of my heart was, " Why tempt yc 
me, ye hypocrites?'* 

However I sent an answer to itj rather better 
written than my heart could well afford to one 
whom I knew to be a spy. This employed some 
of the combination for a whole Lord's day; and a 
large roll of learned criticisms and dissertations 
were sent to me soon after by a Mr. Priest, who 
had formerly enlisted for a soldier, took the bounty^ 
and then deserted the corps. 

My treating this long scrawl with disdain, 
having much better employment to engage my 
time, opened the desired way of displaying Mr. 
Hackers wisdom, talents, and power, from the 
press; so that all wisdom might not die with him. 
Some of the worst enemies I have in I^ondon were 
applied to to sell the performance, and there has 
been a little shout in the camp of the Philistines: 
but all reports beyond this is Grub street; for the 
ark is not taken, nor is the glory departed from 
Israel. 

Some of the combination have been in expec- 
tation of an answer to his performance, concluding 
that that will be a means of bringing him forth 
into the ministry ; but, as this is not the common 
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way of ordaining and setting ministers apart for 
the important work, I intend that he shall con- 
tinue a layman in Jericho until bis beard be grown. 
^^Take counsel, and it shall come to nought 
speak the word, and it shall not stand, for God is 
with us.'' I have seen many of these combinations 
both cemented and dissolved. God generally 
mingles a perverse spirit among them, and then 
the contention is who shall be the greatest, till 
they all hate one another, and their cords of union 
become a rope of sand ; and it must be so, unless 
the bond of all perfection bind them to the chief 
comer-stone, by which all comfort is drawn from 
Christ, and all glory given to him, and then each 
esteems others better than himself. 

Since this sally from the press, no open hosti- 
lities have been commenced, only my assailant 
hath moved his seat out of the gallery, and stands 
right before me in the bottom of the chapel, to 
see how a panic from his countenance may affect 
me. This, one says, is to attest his innocence; 
and othjsrs say, to display his insolence. However 
it is no more than the Otaheitan defying his 
antagonist with a wry mouth. 

O, whstt a sight would it be to see such a heap 
of wheat without chaff! Yet this cannot be 
expected in the present state of things; but the 
Lord will purge his floor, and mak/e pianifest who 
are his, and then the different kinds will herd 
|;ogether. And J think a traitor appeals mor^ ia 
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character at the head of a hand of soldiers than 
at the table with the King of Zion. 

You must expect to meet with a little of this 
treatment as well as myself; when this fails, all 
my expectations will fail of you; for, " Wo be to 
you when all men/' especially presumptuous hypo» 
crites, " speak well of you." But the Lord hath 
act thee down to count the cost, whether thou be 
able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh 
against thee with twenty thousand; and, if so, he 
will keep thee from sending an embassy and 
desiring conditions of peace where the Lord of 
Hosts hath sent both a sword and a fire. But I 
must tell thee that this affair is among the all 
things that work together for good, and has fell 
out for the furtherance of the joy of faith; for it 
hath not only purged out some who are in the 
damnable delusion of Sabellianism, but it hath 
brought out a little clean provender for the young 
asses that ear the ground. 

I have always been fearful of enlarging upon 
the subject of legal bondage, lest I should bring 
some of the free-bom sons into it; of this some 

few have complained. Mr. and Mrs. B , 

of Oxford street, whom you well know, but a few 
weeks since said one to the other, going from 
chapel, * He was upon it to-night.' * Yes,' says 
the other, * I wish he had said a little more upon 
it.* The other replied, ' Let hijn alone, some one 
or other will be stirred up against him by and by, 
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and then we shall have it all out.' In three weeks 
this prophecy was accomplished; and they now 
bless God, who in wisdom overrules the malice of 
devils and traitors, for the glory of his own cause^ 
and the comfort and establishment of his own 
elect; an^ I bless God for raising up so many 
characters into a profession to answer the portraits 
he has drawn of them in the scriptures, that in 
all things his ministering servants and children 
may be instructed. I never knew what a hypo- 
crite was till I knew my old mistress at Ditton; 
nor what is meant by the house being swept and 
garnished till I knew Butler. In Ves&ey I saw 
the quintessence of dissembled love, feigned faith, 
and daring presumption; and now I know what 
a scomer and hater of Zion means, who are his 
real friends, to whom he is allied, and where he 
flies for succour when his ways are found out to 
be hateful. The world loves his own, and sinners 
love sinners. Farewell; the Lord be with Aec. 

Ever thine, 

W. H. 
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LETTER XUX. 

To the Rev, Mr. Huntington. 

Dear father in the faith of my saviour 
jesus christ, 

I KNOW not where to begin; but must first tell 
you that the same Jesus, who first wounded me 
by your discourse about the woman at the well 
of Samaria last Wednesday night, by your instru- 
mentality, poured into my heart water from the 
well of salvation, so that I can now say " My 
Lord and my God!" and conscience dares not 
gmn^ay it It seems too much; but I have been 
enabled to beg hard that I may not deceive 
myself, as I have seen so much of late of my own 
depravity that I am almost afraid to trust even 
the sweetest feelings; only this I know, and am 
sure, that the power I felt in my soul at that 
moment could be nothing less than Christ him- 
self; for it was God, I know, that first wounded 
me, and ever since my soul has panted and been 
kept begging and praying for the enjoyment of 
bis presence in Christ Jesus. And, though I hav^e 
had unbelief so powerful al times as to make me 
disbelieve that ever Christ came upon earth as 
man, yet I had faith to believe that he heard my 
prayer as God iQ heaven, and that he would mani* 
fest himself tq ipe before I went out of this world. 



Digitized by 



Google 



225 

One night, when I was going to bed as miser 
aUe as any poor wretch could be, I sat, quite 
undressed, neither able to believe or to pray, and 
almost without hope, when the Spirit inwardly 
told me to pray to Jesus. I thought I would try, 
and did (tbougli I got no answer nor comfort), 
thinking that, if I was to be damx^ed, this could 
not aggravate the matter. 

In this state I went to bed, rather composed, 
and in this state I have sometimes come to the 
house of God, not daring to stay at home, though 
I have been afraid that every discourse would rise 
in judgment against me, and yet have been kept 
praying d>at I might never shun the light, as I 
found the Laid had made me willing to know 
the worst of myself; but the devil still harassed 
me till you have begun, and then left me. 

At other times I have had such a pain in my 
bowels that I thought I must leave the chapel; 
my heart also has seemed too big for my body; 
but this I have been led to see was the work of 
Satan to prevent my coming to hear ; yet, bless 
^e Lord, nothing has ever yet hindered me from 
attending the means. 

I have long wished to come. Sir, to tell you 
more of these things, but was not*permitted. The 
fiOrd is jealous of his own glory^ and will not suf- 
4er his children to trust in an arm of flesh. 

I will not trouble you with all the different 
^frames and feelings I have experienced since I last 
spoke to you; but this I must say, that till now J 

vox. XIII. Q 
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could never say with confidence, " My Lord and 
my God!" without doubting of my part and lot 
in his finished salvation. Help me, dear Sir, to 
bless him; help me to praise him, who hath saved 
such a wretch as me, wretched me! from hell, 
from misery, and from every thing bad, and given 
me a new heart, divested, at this moment, of all 
but himself. Help me to praise him: He was 
angry with me, but his anger is turned away, and 
he comforts me, and tells me that my sins are cast 
into the depths of the sea, to be remembered no 
more for ever; and has revealed himself to me as 
my Saviour, my friend, my husband, my all in all, 
and that I shall not remember the shame of my 
youth nor the reproach of my widowhood any 
more; and bids me not fear; that it was his Father's 
good pleasure to give me the kingdom; and, bless 
him for ever, he has given me faith to believe that 
he will perform all his promises. 

You, dear Sir, know when I was first wounded. 
But last Wednesday, when you mentioned that, 
* Had the woman known who it was that asked 
her for drink, she would have asked of him living 
water;' that moment I heard as though a voice 
had spoke to me and said, Ask the same, Jesus is 
with you ; and now, in an instant, (I thought my 
heart would burst) an heart was given me to beg 
that water of life; and I must say, to the praise 
of my ever-blessed Saviour, that the water flowed 
indeed that night, and washed away all my doubts 
and fears; and brought in such peaoe, assurance, 
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and many sweet promises, to confirm me, that I 
could say the desire of my soul was come; and 
as you describe in your book, I laughed and cried 
at the same time. When I came home I attempted 
to pray, but could not; I could only bless and 
praise, and laugh and cry. The 12th chapter of 
Isaiah was all my own; I read every line with 
joy. I hope I shall not tire your patience before 
I begin the heavenly chain; but children will take 
more liberty than servants; 1 must, therefore, first 
tell you that I have been more than a year praying 
for an open vision of Christ, as Isaiah and Daniel 
had, and have looked up to heaven when alone, 
in my silent, peaceable room, with my eyes filled 
with tears, begging the Lord to manifest himself 
to me that way, thinking nothing else would make 
me believe. 

I had never till lately read your ' Kingdom of 
Heaven taken by Prayer;' and, though I have 
been greatly comforted by it, yet I wanted the 
same blessed view that you had, and have begged 
and prayed for three months past for it, but all to 
no purpose. Then I prayed that the Lord would 
direct and give you such texts as would suit me; 
and, bless the Lord, you have in a wonderful man- 
ner been led to preach to my feelings, so that I 
am convinced that the good Lord answers such 
prayers as the Spirit dictates ; and, though I have 
often been told that the vision is for an appointed 
time, and that I must wait for it, yet I did not 
well understand these things. 
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But now I see I was wrong in attempting to 
lay down rules for my Maker^ O, the forbearance 
of our God ! how does he bear with such rebels 
as we! A wonder that he does not crush us as a 
moth; but he delighteth in mercy. 

All last week I was kept begging to know if 
a vision was essential; at last I took up your 
answer to Mr. E. wherein you say it is not essen- 
tial, which greatly comforted me; and at night 
you preached nothing but concerning vision, from 
the 1 6th chapter of Acts, when Paul was going 
over to Macedonia. When you took the text I 
thought you was going to leave us for a time, 
and that this was preparatory; but no; you then 
convinced me that God was a sovereign, and 
whether a dream, or any thing else, if it did but 
lead us to Jesus, that was enough. 

On Tuesday evening I went to Monkwell 
street, and there sat like a child at the breasts of 
consolation. You preached from part of the 22d 
of Revelation. I felt that a right to the tree of 
life was given to me, though I did not seem to 
be got quite through the gate into the city; yet 
I was well paid for my walk, and found myself 
comfortably resigned to wait the Lord's time. 

On Wednesday, April 24th, that ever to be 
remembered and ever blessed day, I came to hear 
you again, and, mark the goodness of the Lordi 
you was not suffered to leave that same chapter, 
for that blessed Jesus had sent his angel to testify 
those things unto me, nor was you to leave that 
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very place till the Lord, by your mouth, had spo- 
ken peace to tne. 

. I felt the Spirit say, Come; and that I was a 
hearer, and was to say, Come ; and that I had a 
right to come ; that I was athirst, and was made 
willing to come to Jesus. O, how did that blessed 
Spirit furnish me with words when you was led 
to say, * Had the woman known who it was that 
asked her to drink, she would have asked of him 
living water.' You was led, I say, and your eyes 
darted promiscuously down upon me, for this did 
not concern what you was then saying; and I am 
sure, by the power I felt in my soul, that it was 
Jesus that applied it; besides it was what I had 
been led to pray and beg for. 

O, Sir! help me to praise and bless my God 
and Saviour for thus favouring so vile a wretch 
with a witness and promise of being his. I cannot 
tell you all I felt, nor all I now -feel; it seems too 
much for such an one as me. Much has been 
forgiven; and I can say, with Mn Hart, that I 
have long repented, but late believed. Oh may 
I now walk with joy to heaven! may I never be 
unmindful of my God, that has brought me out 
of darkness into light, given me a heart to love 
him, and has taken every idol from my mind! 
Help me to beg that he will reign the sole object 
of all my wishes: as to temporals, he has promised 
with himself freely to give me all things. 

I would ^ot be rich if I might, only in faith. 
From Wednesday to Sunday last I have been led 
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to beg that, if the Lord see fit, he would not suffer 
me to conceal from you what he had done for 
me; and yet shame seemed to put a bar to pre* 
vent it. I can but admire the heavenly chain. 
On Sunday last, when you preached from Rom. 
X. 9, and observed that confession with the mouth 
should be made to salvation, and likewise that 
the Lord would not have his word and grace 
smuggled ; this stared me full in the face, when 
you confirmed it concerning the woman that crept 
behind the Saviour to touch his garment, who 
was obliged to come forward; but, whether I 
come forward or stay back, I know the Lord has 
blessed me. 

All 1 have to ask of you, as your daughter, is, 
your prayers and advice. Pray, dear Sir, for me, 
that, whatever future trials the Lord may see fit 
to exercise me with, he would be pleased to be 
with me and to strengthen me. And, bless him, 
he has already promised that no weapon that is 
formed against me shall prosper, and that every 
tongue that rises up against me I shall condemn. 
And last night, from your text in EzeWel, the 
Lord seemed determined to leave nothing unsaid 
that could establish me; for, though the M^ords 
were spoken to Jerusalem, I felt them spoken to 
me also, and that I had that skirt spread over me, 
and at present do not doubt but that my ever* 
blessed Saviour has redeemed me, for he has 
changed my heart, given me faitU in himself, 
given me a solid peace, and I can say that there 
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is nothing, in heaven or earth, that I desire above 
him< And now, Sir, help me to beg that he will 
not leave me any more, that no cloud may ever 
come between him and me; and I desire, thou 
best of earthly friends, that thou wouldest ask 
counsel of the Lord to direct me in future. I 
know I have deserved every rod that has been 
laid upon me, but the dear Lord has bid me go in 
peace, and shed his love abundantly abroad in my 
heart May that love ever constrain me to take 
up my cross, if required; but, being at present so 
happy, I cannot think of crosses now. 

I can say of you, as Job might of Elihu, for 
you have been in God's stead in many things to 
me; for, when I have been taught to beg any 
thing of God, you have been furnished with an 
answer. The Lord knows I lie not O may I 
never forget the goodness of my God and Saviour, 
who sends his blessed Spirit to teach, to lead, and 
to direct, such a wretch as I once was. I now 
can see his hand has been in my defence from my 
cradle, and never did I see myself so bad by nature 
before. 

I hope you will have patience, and read this 
through, long as it is. I should have come to 
your houae, but T know you are always engaged, 
therefore I judged it best to write, especially as I 
have a quiet little room where I can enjoy my 
God unmolested. Here I have enjoyed the sweet 
presence of Jesus, and many blessed promises have 
I received from him, even before I knew what I 
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iiot*^ know. Should you, Sir, thiiik it conSwtcat, 
you would greatly favour mc by callings if at any 
time you shouki pass this way. 

Pardon me if I ask too much, I never dared 
to do this before it is a Bethel, for the Lord has 
been here; but be that as you please. And now, 
dear Sir, I conclude; and, begging your prayers 
joined with mine, and relying on his promised 
strength, hope ever to remain, 

Your ever obliged and grateful daughter in the 
faith of my blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, 

J. C. 



LETTER L. 
To J. C. 



That which is hard to come at, my daughter, is 
in the general the most valued when obtained. 
Christ is the pearl of great price, and we by sin 
are far from him; and, being blinded by the god 
of this world, he is wholly out of our sight and 
far from our reins. Our original guil^ and the 
wrath and curse of a broken law incurred by sin, 
are our prison and strong hold, in which we are 
shut up and cannot come forth, being fast bound 
in afQictions and iron. 

A few convictions, which are given us by con- 
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science under the light of nature, which God 
knows is dim enough^ at times alarm and rouse 
us, and we begin to stir ourselves, and to work 
we go; and, after many resolutions and hard 
struggles; find it to be nothing but fruitless toil; 
and, perceiving our way to be hedged in, and no 
success attending our endeavours, we get weary, 
we faint and tire, and, in despair of success, lie 
down again in sorrow, a prey to the infernal fowls 
of the air, and to every wolf of the field. 

But God knows them that are his, and in his 
own good time finds them out who could not find 
out him, and calls upon their name who in truth 
could never call upon his. The blessed Spirit of 
life and love breathes upon the dead and barren 
soul, and animates it with spiritual life, while the 
eye of justice reflects the anger of an holy God 
upon us from a broken and violated law. Life 
makes us feel, and wrath makes us tremble. A 
sense of sin, and a just demand by law, seize the 
conscience, while divine displeasure and carnal 
enmity both meet together, the intolerable burden 
of which sinks us as in the wine-press till our 
sore runs without any intermission. All loins are 
filled with this loathsome disease, though few 
know it. It was communicated to us from the 
loins of Adam, and we communicate it to others, 
while the flying roll and curse of God attend it 
through all the earth, Zech. v. 2, 3. 

But a soul thus awakened by God is never cast 
into a deep sleep again, nor can he ever sleep the 
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sleep of death. Every grace that the Spirit works 
in us bends heavenward, and leans toward the 
Lord God of Israel, while every ray from the 
countenance of Jesus opens the way for the long- 
ing soul to approach unto God, till ftt length 
mount Sinai appears at our back, and out of Zion, 
the perfection of beauty, God shines; then there 
is an earnest inquiry to that mount with our faces 
thitherward. 

In this mount all the heavenly company are 
to be met with; the walls of salvation sweetlj'^ 
encompass us, while every gate is praise, because 
every enlargement is attended with fresh disco- 
veries of immortal love. O that I had but lan- 
guage, light, and wisdom, to discover and describe 
what I have seen of this city in the open visions 
of God! 

Every covenant name of the Almighty is a 
tower, every truth a bulwaTk, and every believing 
heart a palace. Blessed be the founder, the foun- 
dation, and the city! Upon these walls stand the 
Lord's watchmen; enthroned on our renewed 
affections sits the King upon his holy hill, exalted 
and very high, while in his face shines the Judge 
of all. 

Here the fountain of life sends the river of 
pleasure, the streams whereof make glad the city 
of God; and here the heavenly hosts attend, and 
God among them, as at Sinai, in the holy place. 
This is the city of our solemnities: God has 
founded it, and the poor of his people shall trust 
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in it. Many see it and fear, and so hasten away : 
fear takes them as of a woman in travail, not 
being able to endure the light; the treacherous 
hypocrite ftnd evil worker goes round about the 
walls, and grins like a dog; while the bar of infi- 
delity and sword of justice forbid his entrance. 
Hence they grudge, but are never satisfied, nor 
ever shall be, for, " They that hate Zion shall be 
desolate,'' 

But her gates have been open to thee; the 
way has been cast up, the stones gathered out, 
the stumblingblocks have been removed, and the 
standard lifted up toward Zion. O what a debtor 
art thou to grace, and what great things hath 
Jesus done for thee! May the noblest ties and 
strongest cords of Zion constrain thee to walk 
worthy of thy high vocation, and never forget 
the poor man who by his wisdom delivered this 
city, demolished the bulwarks that were built 
against it, and destroyed him and his works who 
besieged it; and for ever remember the poor suc- 
cess that attended all thy efforts against the strong 
man armed, and that will often lead thee to con- 
clude with the wise man, that wisdom is better 
than strength. But O, how is the poor man*s 
wisdom despised, and his words are not heard! 
But, though this is the case with some, yet this 
wisdom appears exceeding great to others; and 
so it did to Solomon. May the good Lord of all 
lords, who opened the door of hope to thee, lead 
thee on in the way of life, till thou receive the 
end of thy faith, the salvation of thy soijK^^^^^^^G^^^^gi^ 
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Vision, my daughter, is twofold. The first is 
when any image or likeness is represented to the 
enlightened understanding by the Spirit of God, 
which is one method that God is pleaesed to use 
in teaching poor sinners to know his mind and 
will, and is intended to excite attention, to leave 
a lasting impression upon the mind, to strike the 
soul with awe and with fear, or to excite pity, 
according to the representation, whether it be 
terrible, miserable, or admirable. ^^ A spirit passed 
before my face," said Eliphaz; ''fear came upon 
me, and trembling, which made all my bones to 
shake; an image was before mine eyes, but I 
could not discern the form thereof; but I heard a 
voice, saying, Shall mortal man be more just than 
God? Shall man be more pure than his Maker? 
Behold, he put no trust in his servants, and his 
angels he charged with folly,'' Job iv. 16, &c. 

A man in distress appears to Paul, saying, 
" Come over into Macedonia, and help us." This 
was a representation of God's elect in that city, 
which lay in the ruins of the fall, dead in sin, 
slaves to Satan, and without eye to pity or hand 
to help. This object of misery craving the help 
of the Lord's servant, was sent to excite the 
apostle's pity to them, and away he goes; and 
the poor jailor, with his sword at his breast, appears 
to be one that stood in much need of divine help, 
-and God sent it in a good time. This was a 
representation of misery. 

Jeremiah saw a basket of good figs to shew 
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him the purgation of God's elect in Babylon, the 
good that they should gain in that furnace, and 
their happy restoration and return in God's ap- 
pointed time. 

This vision, and John's vision of the heavenly 
Jerusalem and the marriage of the Lamb, were to 
encourage faith, hope, and patience, and to excite 
love, joy, and thankfulness to God. These images 
were pleasing and admirable. 

While others, such as Isaiah had of Christ bx 
his dyed garm^its, with bis blessed form and 
visage torn and marred more than any man, are 
melancholy forms, and lead the soul to mourning, 
to godly sorrow, evangelical repentance, and to 
self- abhorrence. But this is not all that is mieavt 
by vision. 

God shines into the heart of his elect, as he 
did into the heart of Paul and Isaiah; and in that 
light we see, as Isaiah did, our own uncleai^ness, 
and the uncleanness of others, which is a wo to 
us and to all mankind ; and in this true light that 
shines into the heart is discovered to us our sins. 
We see ourselves under God's curse; and, the 
same light shining in the word, we see God's 
good will, his purpose and grace in Christ Jesus ; 
reconciliation by his death, and free salvation in 
his finished work; and tfaese-views being attended 
with faith, the things discerned are applied to us, 
experienced by us, yea, felt and enjoyed under 
the influence of the Holy Ghost; and thus to see, 
by the eye of iftith, God to be propitious to us in 
Christ Jesus, is seeing him who is invisibledx) ho*- 
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dily sight, and invisible to the light of nature; for 
this light is supernatural and divine; it is God 
shining into the heart, and it is in his light that 
we see light. Spiritual things and mysteries arc 
not discerned nor known by the natural man; they 
can only be seen by the illuminated understanding, 
which is attended with a persua3ion in the mind 
of our happy interest in what is seen and disco 
vered in the Lord's light; this in the patriarchal 
age is called seeing the promise at a distance, and 
in our days, a walking by faith, and a looking to 
Jesus; because in the light of the Lord's counte- 
nance lifted up the suitableness and all-sufficiency of 
the Saviour is seen by the poor sinner; and though 
he sees no image or representation of any likeness, 
and though he never saw him in the flesh, yet by 
faith he sees all that he wants in him; whom hav- 
ing not seen ye love; and, though now ye see, you 
see him not; yet, believing, ye rejoice with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory. 

In short, some visions are called visions of God, 
as EzekieFs were, who saw a throne, and one like 
the Son of Man upon it! which was a. vision of 
God incarnate, or of the Son of God in future 
manhood. 

Others, as some of Daniel's visions, had various 
images represented by various brutal forms, as the 
different kingdoms and empires in the world. 

Others have had angelic forms, and so me hu 
man, as before observed; all which is called vision. 
And indeed an understanding opened, illuminated, 
^nd led to Christ by the Spirit of God, or the Sun 
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of Righteousness rising and shining into the heart 
with healing in his beams; the glory of the Lord 
rising and shining upon the soul; believing views 
of the preciousness of Christ and of interest in him ; 
the light of the Lord's countenance lifted up upon 
us, attended with a sense of- love drawing us to 
him; is no less than open vision; it is supernatural, 
divine, and heavenly, and will shine more and 
more to endless day. 

Whatsoever in us is reproved and rebuked, is 
ma'de manifest by the light which doth appear; for, 
" Whatsoever maketh manifest is light" 

Whatsoever of wisdom, power, and goodness 
appears to us in the word of God, is a light shining 
in a dark place. 

Whatsoever appears ravishing, delightful, and 
invaluable, in God our Father, is the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Je- 
sus Christ. 

And whatsoever maketh error and evil manifest, 
and points out the way of tr^ith and holiness in op- 
position thereto, is the path of the just shining 
more and more unto perfect day. 

This is open vision; for such souls are light in 
the Lord, and walk as children of light. 

Daughter, fare thee well. Let thy garments be 

always white, and let thy head lack no ointment, 

and the Lord shall give thee of the fruit of thine 

hands, and thy own works shall praise thee in the 

gates. 

Thine to serve, 

w. a 
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LETTER LI. 
To the Rev. Mr. Hwntingxon. 

MV DEAR SIB, 

• 

1 oft£:n expect to have some good account of 
myself to send you; but the longer I delay the 
worse I get. I can find nothing in me but an evil 
hearty desperately wicked, and full of unbelief; and 
surely it is getting worse and worse. It is not 
without cause that I complain. I find such abo- 
minations in my heart as make me ready to con- 
clude that there is nothing in it but sin ; no hidden 
man, no grace, no word of God dwelling richly 
there; nor does the Saviour reign in it, nor can I 
set my heart upon him, or my affections on things 
above. I strive and struggle, but corruption gets 
the mastery. Not ^at I am overcome by, nor 
much tempted to, arfy outwaixl acts of sin : but 
my vile, rebellious, and abominable thoughts can 
never surely be brouglit into captivity to the obe- 
dience of Christ. 

How striking is my case described in your last 
printed sermon. I labour with all my imigbt to 
control mvy thoughts, :to subdue sin, and ;humble 
my heart; but all in vain. Then I sit down and 
murmur, and rebel, like a tiger, and am as obsU- 
«iate as an ass. 
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I groan and grieve at my .hard fate; but no 
contrition of spirit, nor sympathy with the blessed 
Saviour. And so true it is, that I often set to 
work to comfort othefs, when at the ^ame time 
I cannot take one ray of comfort to myself, though 
I stand in more need of it than any of my pa* 
tients. But this work I am constrained to do, in- 
asmuch as I am the pretended physician; and am 
very angry with them at times because they do 
not receive it. 

My soul in this state can only be bitter and 
peevishj and pleased with nothing; though I have 
much to be thankful to God for in many re- 
spects. And yet, could you suppose it? I take a 
little comfort sometimes to think I am in this pit 
and verily find pride in my heart in such a state 
as this. 

I believe many of the people have found great 
satisfaction in this sermon of yours, as they have 
found in it a clearer . description than I can give 
of what I have heen a long time shewing the need 
of. Mr. B. sent us but two dozen, and I believe 
th^y all went off in two minutes. I should be 
glad if it was in my power to pay you a visit, but 
I cannot expect it as yet. I am determined, by 
the strength of the Lord God, to abide by the 
truth, let come on me what will; and I am ready 
to say, at times, that I will go with it, and the 
preachers of it, both to prison and to death; yea, 
I could as soon deny my existence as deny it And 
when I am tempted to give all up, and to try to flee 
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from the hand of God, these word$ often follow 
ihe, *fD whom shall I go?' I hope, my friend, you 
are not tired of praying for me; yet, through all 
this intricate work, . there is some appearance of 
success at the chapel. The hearers still increase, 
and entire strangers to us frequently come, but 
where from we know not, and what for I cannot 
conceive, for they hear little else but their con- 
demnation; and I am sure that I am as barren in 
the pulpit, and out of it, as a dry tree. 

My old intended is married ; so sure was what 
you so often told me, namely, that * She was not 
for me/ I thank the Lord for this happy deliver- 
ance, and hope no more t6 be entangled with one 
whose hands are bands, and whose heart is snares 
and nets. 

Mr. S 1, of B , is no more. 

Fare you well, my very dear friend. God ever 
bless you says. 

Yours affectionately, 

J. Jenkins. 
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LETTER LIL 
To the Rev. J. Jenkins. 

MT BEAR BROTHER^ 

J HAVE been rather impatient for tidings from the 
field, wishing to know what success, who have 
come over to the royal standard, who have bowed 
to the sceptre, who have taken the better yoke^ 
and who have submitted to divine revelation; whe- 
ther any have taken the oath of allegiance, kissed 
the heir apparent, and what gifts have been djr« 
tributed among the rebellious. 

But you have been in hopes of sending some 
better account of yourself. For my part, I ex- 
pect ^othing of that sort yet. I shall be able to 
tell you when that may be expected; but the real 
throes of a spiritual birth have not as yet fallen 
upon thee. This appears plain by your letter, 
wherein you inform me that you * get worse and 
worse.' The Lord be praised for that; I would to 
God thou wert dead. When the commandment 
came to Paul, sin revived and he died; and sorry 
I am that you die so hard. " Behold he whom thou 
lovest is sick/' said Mary. Jesus takes little notice 
of that. But, " Lazarus is dead !'*> Aye, that will 
do; then Jesus goes. And so it is now; " The 
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dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and 
they that hear shall live." One believing view, 
one appropriating act of faith on Jesus, and we 
pass from death to life, and shall no more come 
into condemnation. 

* But,' say you, * there is nothing in my heart 
but sin.' This is better news still; this comes up 
to God's testimony, that, " Every imagination of 
the thoughts of man's heart is only evil, and that 
continually." Surely thou wilt not trust in thine 
own heart now, since it is deceitful above all 
things. For in very deed Jesus will have nothing 
to do with any but sinners. To save these was 
his errand into this world; and he who holds fast 
this proverb keeps a faithful saying, that is wor- 
thy of all acceptation. 

When the poor leper was covered all over with 
scurf, the priest was to pronounce him clean; but 
one pimple in the forehead, one little swelling of 
pride, was sufficient to render him utterly unclean* 
with the plague in his head. God will pull down 
high things, high thoughts, and high looks; a 
proud heart he will not suffer. " Before honour is 
humility;" that is, before we are honoured with 
adoption we must be humbled for sin, and that by 
a godly sorrow. 

You ' labour with all your might to control 
your thoughts, to subdue sin, and to humble your- 
self before God; but all in vain.' I am very sorry 
thou hast so much might left; because the promise 
is, that God will give power to the faint, and to 
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them that have no might he will increase strength. 
Hence these strange sayings. " Let the weak say, 
I am strong;" " For my strength is made perfect 
in weakness." 

But you inform me * that all your mighty strug- 
gling and labour is in vain/ It certainly is, my 
son; it is the -Ethiopian changing his skin, and 
the leopard his spots; for, " Without me," says 
Christ, " you can do nothing." That is a hard, 
and it is almost the last, lesson that we learn be- 
fore we are exalted to safety. I am persuaded by 
the Lord that he will not let thee bottom on the 
old lees, nor build upon the sand. 

You ^ labour to comfort others, and cavil at 
them for not receiving what thou canst not take 
to thyself.' It belongs to masters and rulers to 
find fault; this must be done to shew authority, 
right or wrong. Go on, my son, and be sure to 
magnify thine office. 

At present the whole work goes 6n in a fog; 
it is the blindfolded leading the blind, the lame 
helping the halt, the weak upholding the faint, 
and the wounded nursing the sick. Never was a 
shepherd and his flock, a pastor and his charge 
better matched than you and yours. Among your- 
selves you speak mysteries, but to all that are 
out of the secret it is in parables. Your voices are 
not without signification to your own company, 
but it is barbarianism to all that are around you. 
Your dialect is peculiar to your own charge; you 
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have trained them up to your own hand, and 
spoiled them to the hand of every body else. No- 
thing will go down with them but a Welshman 
in the stocks and a burr in the pipe. 

I wonder not at the increase of thy. hearers; 
there is a power that attends thy word; the bread 
which is now; cast upon the waters will be found 
after many days. People come to have their 
thoughts and feelings described and explained; 
and God keeps thy feet in the stocks, and thy 
head in the vail, that thou mayest not run out of 
their path, nor speak above their sensations. 
They get light, though you are in darkness; they 
get wisdom from what you suppose to be your 
ignorance, yea, strength from your weakness, and 
courage from your faintings. They that are sen- 
sible of their captivity will bless God for raising 
them up prophets in Babylon; no wonder, there- 
fore, at their coming to hear thee, when they wax 
confident by your bonds. *' Life worketh in them, 
but death in you." 

You ' hope I do not get weary of praying for 
you.' Oh! no; I have long been employed in 
walking the hospitals, attending groanings, and 
making caudle. I am quite in my element at 
these things. You may depend upon all the 
patience, candour and sympathy, that can be ex- 
pected from one so noted for a bad spirit. 

But you * get proud of your present state.* I 
am in that secret also; but, when you come to 
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make a meritoriousmatter of it, it will be removed, 
acd a sense of love will lead you to repent of that, 
and, discover your baseness, and wound you deeper 
than all that you have ever seen or felt yet. One 
propitious look upon poor Peter will be sufficient 
for this. 

But your ^ intended is married;' All the better; 
she is not the pearl of great price, nor the one 
thing needful. You will have plague enough 
without that addition. If she had been a good 
thing, fit for a divine, and worthy to eat of the 
holy things, you would have had the first choice; 
for, " No good thing will God withhold from 
them that walk uprightly." But a stubborn old 
man, and a crooked rib, would make you couch 
down between two burdens. But, " Naphtali is 
a hind let loose." You must court by prox}% not 
wed; and espouse souls to the King, and not care 
for the things of a wife. Two blisters on one 
head is not half so bad as a laborious ox and a 
wild ass in one yoke; these must not plough 
together. Plenty of heart work within, and plenty 
of pulpit- work without; numbers to feed, and the 
power and good hand of God to watch; will 
employ thy mind, and make thee contented with 
thy present state, being under no previous engage- 
ments. But when these fail, and other company 
gains admittance, then matrimony will be the 
principal thing. God leaves thee not without a 
witness. You know your enemies, and you see 
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their fall. " They that hate the just shall be 
desolate." 

I shall expect to see thee at Christmas. Pray 
tender my kind love to all the ricketty family, by 
all means. The Lord be with thee. 

Ever thine, 



LETTER LIIL 
To B. M. 

DEAR SISTER IN CHRIST, 

The long wished for answer to mine is arrived 
at last, and I was glad at my heart to see thy name 
at the bottom, before I began to read the top 
line. I longed to know how the warfare went 
on; what ground of hope was obtained; what 
advantage over the enemy was gained; and what 
hopes, views, and prospects, of future deliverance 
and enlargement were granted to thee: and when 
I came to thine opposite * confidence of the vision's 
being for an appointed time, and that the Lord 
will come with a strong hand to save thee, and 
that at the worst of times thou shalt not be left 
without a gleam of hope,' I went on with many 
tears, and mingled my petitions with thy confi* 
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dence. And I tell thee, by the word of the Lord, 
that the vision speaks in that quotation, and 
blessed is she that believeth; that my sister is the 
voice of faitli, and of strong faith too; because 
her voice is heard in the face of all her enemies., 
and above the noise of all accusers; and I tell 
thee, in the name of the God of Jacob, that that 
voice, that principle, that incorruptible seed, is 
born of God; yea, it is born of the Spirit, and is 
Spirit, and is a part of that which shall inherit 
incorruption; it is a principle of divine life, the 
voice, the hand, and the foot, of the new man; 
and, though at times it may disappear, and be 
overwhelmed as it were with the prevalency of 
corruption, guilt, and sense of sin, and tl)e clamours 
of Satan, yet in every respite, cessation, breathing 
truce, time of refreshing, or at the application of 
eveiy word of promise, comfort, oc encourage- 
ment, that blessed fruit of the Spirit will shew 
itself again; it will be both perceived and fdL 

When the spirit of lieaviness sinks thee, it 
will be obscured in the gloom, of the old vail; 
but, as hope and expectation bear thee up again^ 
then that good work, that workmanship of God, 
that good thing toward the Lord God of Israel, 
will appear above all the members of the old man; 
for grace shall reign. Charity will, sooner or 
later, be. called in to assist faith, that she niay 
work by love; then comes a believing view of 
Christ crucified, attended with a melting seaise 



Digitized by 



Google 



250 

of dying love; then all thine accusers will be 
struck dumb, Jesus will appear alone, and the 
woman standing in the midst " Where are those 
thine accusers? Hath no man condemned thee?" 
No, poor soul, nor will Jesus condemn thee; 
" Go in peace, and sin no more." Time will shew, 
my sister, whether 1 am a lying or a true prophet, 
in all these assertions. 

Thou hast * heard many, and hast been long 
spending money for that which is not bread, and 
thy labour for that which satisfieth not;' but, after 
all, thou wilt be entangled in my net, thou wilt 
be one of the sheaves that I am appointed to bring 
with me, and thou shalt be my joy, and the crown 
of my rejoicing, in that day. O, that my quiver 
may be full of thcml The legal, the lingering 
labour is pretty well over; what is yet to come 
may at times be more sharp; but the intervals 
will be more and more sweet, future prospects 
will be more open, views will be more, bright, 
expectations more strong, and hope will be at- 
tended with much assurance, which will create a 
deal of diligence in the means of grace, and a deal 
of fervour and energy in praj^er; thou wilt both 
plow and thresh in hope. Bear the grievous 
temptations with submission to the will of God. 
To be vexed with the devil, and made sick of sin 
by smarting for it, leaves a sore and tender con- 
:science, which in future will cry out most bitterly 
if wounded or injured by any sinful compliance: 
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besides, thou art not alone; Christ hath a place 
in thy thoughts, in thy faith, in thy affections, so 
that the adversary shall not prevail; for there are 
two to withstand him. What spiritual things 
you have reaped from me bring you in debtor to 
the Holy Spirit of promise, who alone makes the 
application, and of whom is the excellency of the 
power. This epistle is not mine, it came from 
above, and only flowed through my heart and head 
to thee. I may truly adopt my dear Master^s lan- 
guage, and say, " 1 Jesus have sent my angel to 
testify these things to thee ;" and that thou wilt 
both see and feel, for every nail which fits, and is 
fastened, comes forth from the master of assem- 
blies, and is given by one chief Shepherd. 

I thank thee for my Christmas box, but must 
tell thee that kind Providence deals bountifully 
with me, and this epistle must pass in return for 
a New Year's gift. It is true, ' the worst hour of 
trouble under the chastening and instructing hand 
of God is better than the world's best hour of 
earthly pleasure and carnal ease, because we know 
that God sends it upon us for sin, that we deserve 
it, and that all must have it either here or here- 
after.' 

Moreover, there is a hope springs from this, 
that as God chastens us in this world, and judges 
us, that we shall not be condemned with the world 
at last. 

There is also such beams of light, such encou- 
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ragements, and such uncommon sensation s^ mtn* 
gled with the rod, that keeps the soul in expecta- 
tion of better days and better tidings. 

There is Hkewise a testimony within, and the 
testimony of the whole word of God, that God's 
rod is the lot of God's elect, and tribulation the 
saints way to the kingdom; and this witness is 
so powerful within us, that, though we tremble 
at the thoughts of worse perils, yet the thoughts 
of going back is ten times worse than the thoughts 
of going on, seeing a greater danger in carnal 
security than in the furnace of affliction. I shall 
add no more, my sister, but the poor prayers of a 
sinner saved; and, when it is well with you. 

Remember 

W. H. 



LETTER LIV. 
To the Rev, Mr. Huntington. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

1 RECEIVED your invaluable epistle in due time^ 
and surely you never wrote one more suitable to 
the case of any man. I can only say, that I have 
set my seal to the truth of it; for I believe every 
word of it. It is the truth, and the real state of 
my case. You pursue me, you search me, you 
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know my path; you know where I am, and you 
find me out, go where I will; and I can say, with 
truth on iny side, that I am far from being angry 
with you. for it, but rather bless God for favouring 
me with so powerful and so faithful a friend. 

God hath made my heart honest, if he hath 
not made it^ood; and I wish to know the worst 
of myself .1 am fully persuaded, dear Sir, that 
the real pains of bringing forth are not as yet 
fallen upon me; I am sensible of it. I feel my 
bondage, my native darkness, rebellion, and stub* 
bornness, and the intolerable yoke of my own 
transgressions; but am not -as yet favoured with 
a broken, an humble, and a contrite heart; nor 
am I sorrowful after a godly sort, such as worketh 
repentance unto salvation. The terrors of the 
law work nothing of this, nor doth the bondage 
and wrath which the law communicates melt the 
l^eart, but stir up the enmity of it, and rather 
harden it, even against God. It is true the carnal 
mind is enmity against God, it is not subject to 
liis law, nor can be. 

You say you are sorry I am not dead; I would 
to God I was, for at present I am neither dead 
nor alive, and yet not past feeling. O that my 
neck was bowed to the dear Redeemer's yoke! 
nothing stands in the way but a stubborn rebellious 
will, and that is bar enough. Nothing but a 
divine power can subdue this; and subdued it 
must be if ever I am saved. 

I believe there never was such a company of 
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poor souls as we are; we certainly are well 
matched; and you say it is the ' blindfolded lead* 
ing the blind.' It is well if it is not the blind 
leading the blind. If I am only blindfolded, t^e 
remaining folds of the old vail may be done away, 
when he draws nigh who closed the disciples' 
eyes in their journey to Emmaus. 

J have hope that the good Lord will not let 
me continue long in this state; and T. trust he 
will never let me settle upon my old lees, nor rest 
short of his appointed refuge. 

He hath pursued me closely hitherto, and 
driven me out of many false holds, and still keeps 
a fear in my heart, that I may not build on any 
other foundation than that which he has laid in 
Zion; and this is all that I can say at present. 
God bless you, and may your soul ever prosper; 
so prays. 

Your very affectionate and much obliged friend, 

J. Jenkins. 



LETTER LV- 
To the Rev, J. Jenkins. 

DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST, 

I RECEIVED thy little epistle, and it expresses the 
suitableness of mine to you. All the better^ while 
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I fetch old things out of my treasure to fit with 
the new things in yours. It shews that we are 
scribes instructed unto the kingdogi of God, who 
bring forth things new and old. Thy case, my 
brother, was once my own, and therefore it is only 
going a little way back to former footsteps, and 
there I am sure to meet thee, for it is compassing 
the old mount in blackness and darkness; but, as 
it lies in the way to the promised land, it is not 
good to shun it, lest we are bid to turn back 
again. You have set your seal to the truth of 
what I wrote. He that receives his testimony 
with any degree of power, has an assurance in his 
heart of the truth of it, and that assurance is the 
seal he subscribes, or sets his hand to. As to 
finding thee out, it is but to know one*s own 
heart, and then we know the hearts of all man- 
kind; for, " As in water face answers to face, so 
the heart of man to man." I know thy present 
sensations, views, and path, were once my own ; 
the bleating of the sheep, and the lowing of the 
oxen,Tiave ere now been heard in every step thou 
hast taken. 

* The real pains of bringing forth are not yet 
come.' It is true, my brother, they are not yet 
come: servile fear, a sense of wrath, sin, and ter- 
ror, have forced the greatest part of thy past 
labour and travail, which has hitherto fallen on 
thee; but thou wilt find that self-loathing, sub- 
mission, and resignation to the will of God, come 
life, come death, will he found more or less pre- 
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vious to thy happy delivery. The last pains of a 
spiritual birth are attended^ at intervals, with some 
warm attractions of divine love; pleasing beams 
of light from the Lord's blessed countenance lifted 
up; wishful looks at him whom we have pierced; 
weeping over him in his dolorous sufferings; in- 
tense desires for reconciliation and friendship with 
him ; a coy rejection of every overwhelming com* 
fort that appears to operate and rescue the mind 
from the dark regions of the shadow of death; a 
cringing away to shun the light of his blessed 
face, from a consciousness of our utter unworthi- 
ness of the word of reconciliation, or of any union 
or communion with him, under the operations of 
the spirit of love; a desire of more sufferings, and 
of being paid home to the quick for our past folly 
and cursed rebellion against the best of fathers 
and the best of friends; a willingness to go suffer- 
ing to the grave, if it be the will of God, so that 
we may but be avenged of sin and self; a deter- 
tnination never to forgive ourselves in this world, 
notwithstanding the blessed sense of pardon re- 
ceived from above; a holding fast with both hands 
the stool of repentance, notwithstanding all the 
kind expressions of "Friend, go up higher:" all 
of which lie in these words, " Then shall you re- 
member your own evil way which was not good, 
and loath yourself in your own sight for your ini- 
f|uity, when I am pacified towards yoii/' But 
then you will ask, What is to produce all this in 
such a heart as mine? I answer, When the plea 
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of the Advocate confounds the accusers; when 
the voice of the blood of sprinkling silences all the 
clamours of conscience; when divine mercy and 
human misery meet together within ; when sove- 
reign love contends with servile fear, and makes 
it fly before it; when the great Physician takes in 
hand the wounded spirit; then 'the blessed work 
•will shew itself, and the lion of the bottomless pit 
ivill sculk to his den. 

* You feel your bondage and darkness/ These 
are things that go before, to prepare the way for 
mercy, to make us cry for it, and they leave us 
proper objects of it. It was the cruelty of the 
thieves to the poor man which excited the pity of 
the good Samaritan. The Lord is anointed to open 
the prison doors to them that are bound, and to 
give light to them that sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death. 

* You are rebellious and stubborn.' This is the 
case of all by nature; but Christ "received gifts 
for men, yea, for the rebellious also, that the 
Lord God might dwell among them." And, as for 
thy native stubbornness, every beam of hope, 
and every discovery or apprehension of dying love, 
will melt and dissolve that- and, under the influ- 
ence of renewing grace, it will contribute not a 
little toward self-abasement Godly sorrow and 
evangelical repentance are the blessed effects of 
pardoning love, and always follow upon it, more 
or less. .-The law never works thiy, nor is it in- 
tenddH ix> do it; the law wprks death' and wrath^ 
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it discovers sin and stirs it up, that the child of 
God may know both the goodness and severity of 
God, and^sing of mercy and of judgment; of judg- 
ment past, and of mercy come. The work goes 
on, my brother; God will not shine into his word 
before thee, to give thee all knowledge, and to 
understand all mysteries, and yet be nothing but 
a tinkling cymbal, as is the case with some; nor 
will he shine into thy head, to let thee see the vi- 
sions of God, or leave thee to boast of the know- 
ledge of the Almighty, while Satan reigns in the 
heart, as he dealt with Balaam. But he shines 
into thine heart, that thou mayest know thyself^ 
andfeel the plague of thine own heart, that all boast- 
ing may be excluded. The Lord opened the heart 
of his disciples almost three years before he opened 
their understanding to know the scriptures. 
" Knowledge puffeth up," but the rod and re- 
proofs give wisdom; the rod comes in love, and it 
is charity that edifieth. When am I to expect a 
visit? Not a word in all thy epistle about that. 
But I spare thee. I know the rooting up and 
pulling down work in thy soul goes on ; I know 
Satan is discovered and his strong holds totter. 
Self is little more than a cypher; this I perceive in 
every epistle; thy grammar and diction get worse 
and worse; thy memory is like a net, it lets all 
out but the worst part. Never mind; when the 
Comforter comes he brings all things to oiir remem- 
brance. A divine power making us willing, an 
understanding given to us to know him thatis irne. 
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a new heart circumcised to love the Lord, the law 
of faith written in the mind, and a new spirit put 
within, will resolve all things, and set all things 
•to rights. The Lord of all lords bless thee ! 

Ever thine, 

W. H- 



LETTER LVL 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington^. 

REV. SIB, 

I HAVE sat under your ministry upwards of eight 
months, and have got both knowledge and conso- 
lation from it; I therefore make bold to write to 
you, being in great distress, concerning the state 
of my soul. I shall, therefore, without any fur- 
ther apology, proceed (through the assistance of 
God, if I have any title to it) to lay before you 
my present deplorable case, and some of my pro- 
ceedings since I first entered into a profession of 
religion. I lived from my youth up in all manner 
of sin, and in the open violation of every law of 
God; though, in the midst of my career, I was not 
without checks of conscience, often thinking I 
was doing wrong, and as pften resolving to go to 
church, and to begin a new way of life. But I 
never did, till one day, about ten months ago, I 
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was in conversation with an acquaintance, who in- 
formed me that a person with whom I wasintimate 
was turned a methodist. This made some impres- 
sion on my mind, and raised my curiosity to go • 
and see him; nor was I at ease till I went. When 
I came to him I turned our discourse to religion as 
soon as I could, and I agreed with him in all the 
doctrines of the gospel; for indeed I never had 
opposed them, being born of a parent that held 
them. I had indeed assented to the doctrines, 
but knew no more what they were than if I had 
never heard them only by their name. I now con- 
sented to go to chapel with him; but still did not 
like the thoughts of turning from my old religion, 
for indeed I thought it was right till I came to 
know better. 

I then went about from place to place hearing 
the word, but still I had not left the world; till at 
last I fixed upon attending your ministry, being 
very well satisfied and pleased with it My mind 
seemed entirely changed; I began to hate the 
world more and moi? every day; waiting upon 
God in his appointed means became my greatest 
delight; my besetting sins quite left me, nor was 
I overcome by any temptations. In this way I 
went on a good while, and enjoyed a great degree 
of happiness; but all this while I was puzzled to 
know where I was, for I knew that I was not a 
believer. I heard you speak a great deal about 
being condemned by law and conscience, and hav- 
ing a sense of guilt; but nothing of this had I 
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ever felt at that time, nor was the Saviour ever 
revealed to me, though 1 loved both his name and 
his people. At last I was overtaken, and soon 
surrounded with grievous temptations, and fell 
by them : and, as I have often thought, fell never 
to rise again. I now lost all my former happiness, 
and from that time to this I have gone on in work- 
ing, falling, sinning, and repenting. It was at 
that time I began to see what sin was, and what 
a depravity ther#is in my own nature, that I can 
do nothing good, but that my heart is bent to evil, 
and that continually. I now got nothing but re- 
proofs and rebukes when I went to hear the word. 
Sometimes, when the devil has left me for a while, 
I have thought I should get through my trouble, 
but then sin came again, and took all these 
thoughts away. 

But the most wonderful intermission I have 
had was occasioned by a sermon you preached on 
the sabbath before Christmas, which was from 
Lukexi. 13, "If ye then, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spi- 
rit to them that ask him?" When I went into your 
chapel I was in the greatest fit of despair that I 
ever experienced, and was sure that I had wrought 
out my own destruction; that God would damn 
me to all eternity; and that I was the vilest sin- 
ner that ever God permitted to live. I had been 
cursing myself all day, and cursing the day of my 
birth. 
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When I got to the chapel I made a most fer- 
vent prayer that God would decide my cause one 
%vay or other. In the course of the sermon you 
shewed the working of the Spirit of God upon his 
people; which was applied to me in such a man- 
ner, that I went out in perfect tranquillity, and I 
enjoyed such perfect peace in my own conscience 
for a fortnight as I never experienced before. 

But sin has again taken away all peace from 
me, and has left me far worse #ian ever. I have 
not dared to presume even to pray to God since; 
my heart is as hard as you possibly can conceive,nor 
can any thing that 1 can do make any impression 
upon it. I have painted to myself all the torments 
that I can conceive, and that God can inflict, 
through the boundless ages of eternity; but this 
makes no impression on me, and 1 can compare 
.myself to nothing but a villain going to the gal- 
lows, and, as their expression is, Determined to 
die game. 

Besides there is such a spirit of unbelief within 
me, that the most blasphemous thoughts enter my 
mind, and my thoughtsarefullof cursingand swear- 
ing, which I never was addicted to. Now, Sir, I 
have no hope, nor can I see any possibility that my 
heart should ever be changed; yet I am so sick of 
the service of sin and Satan, that I would give all 
the world to be clear from them. Perhaps you * 
may say, The grace of God is free; it must be free 
indeed ever to reach such a wretch as me. 

There is another thing seems very puzzling to ' 
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me, and that is, why I should still keep going to 
chapel. I can scarcely apply any thing to myself 
but what is against me, and I think I shall one 
day be a disgrace to religion ; and though I have 
bound myself by oath never to go again, yet I 
have broken through them all the first opportunity. 
I have strove long ago to trust in God, but never 
could; and I can only now admire his justice, 
and ever shall, in punishing such a vile wretch 
as I am. Now, Sir, I have told you every thing 
as plain as I can, and have confessed the truth, 
as far as I am able, in every sense; yet I know I 
have not represented myself so ba'd as I am. But 
if you can conceive of the worst sinner that ever 
existed, and can send any comfort or advice to 
such an one, it will be esteended a favour never 
to be forgotten 

By your most humble servant, 

J.S. 



LETTER LVIL 
To Mr. J. S. 

DEAR, sift. 

There is nothing in your experience or trials 
but what is accomplished in your brethren that 
are in the world; nor has any temptation taken 
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you but what is common to man. But God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above what you are able to bear, but will with 
the temptation make a way for your escape. 

A sensible sinner that trembles at God's word, 
who hates both sin and himself on account of it, 
who feels a wounded spirit and the need of heal- 
ing, who desires to be less than nothing, and will- 
ing to be saved by grage, and who craves the 
mercy of God in Christ Jesus, is such a sinner as 
the Holy Ghost describes; a real sinner in God's 
account; a lost, an undone, a wretched, a misera- 
ble, a sensible sinner; a sinner by birth and prac- 
tice, and a sinner in hi« own sight and feeling; 
and for such as these the Saviour is provided, and 
for none else. To these he is promised and com- 
missioned; for such he is anointed, commanded, 
and sent; and to these God will manifest and 
reveal him; and such shall be saved in him with, 
an everlasting salvation ; they shall not be ashamed* 
or confounded world without end. God hath 
sworn that he hath no pleasure in the death of 
such sinners, but rather that they turn and live; 
and turn they shall, and live they must, for God 
sent his Son into the world to save sinners; and 
this is a faithful saying, and must be fulfilled, and 
thou shaltsee it. 

It is a rare thing to find a real sinner. There . 
is a nation that is pure in their own eyes; legions 
that sanctify themselves; and others that bless 
God that they are not as other men, no extor- 
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tioners, nor unjust; others who say, "Stand by 
thyself, for I am holier than thou;" some who 
never at any time transgressed the commandments; 
many that are prudent iu their own sight; and 
numbers wise in their own conceit. Others justify 
themselves before men; and some have kept all 
the law from their youth up. The wise ask, 
" Are we blind also?" and many think themselves 
righteous and despise others. Not one sinner 
among all these. But the Searcher of hearts told 
. Simon that Mary Magdalen was a sinner; and 
the publican confessed it, ^^ God be merciful to 
me, a sinner." But we 'have but few of these in 
the worlds I would to God there was more. There 
is nothing in God's book against such sinners as 
these, for God sent his Sou to seek and to save 
such, and it is God's will that such should be 
saved; and surely God's word never contradicts 
his will, but is a revelation of it; nor do the 
scriptures ever disannul the Saviour's commission, 
but reveal and confirm it. But you will object^ 
The precepts of the law are against me: Christ 
has fulfilled all righteousness. God's threatenings 
and curses are against me : They are executed 
lipon the Surety. But sin is against me: That is 
atoned for. Conscience is against me: But we 
have an Advocate with the Father. Satan is 
against me: Christ hath destroyed him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil. But my 
heart condemns me: "God is greater than our 
heart, and knoweth all things,". Justice is against 
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me: Justice is satisfied. But sin is against me: 
" God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." But 
I am against myself: You are not God. But I 
have cursed myself: You have neither command 
nor commission for any such thing, for you never 
was appointed judge either of quick or dead; a 
divine sentence is in the mouth of that King who 
transgresseth not in judgment, and it becomes no 
lips but his. 

There is btit little cause for a living man to 
complarn, and especially 6ne that has done so little 
in the field of battle as thou hast. Not one faculty 
of thy soul is disabled as yet. When I was led forth 
to be tempted by the devil, the Lord suffered me to 
lie so long in it, till I did not know my own mas- 
ter that employed me, nor one man from another; 
nor could any person gain my attention for one 
minute, nor make me sensible of one word that 
was spoken to me; much less sit down and write 
a letter descriptive of my case, as you have done; 
and yet God brought me out, and has given me 
to see that all things hitherto have worked toge- 
ther for my good. "Shall we receive good at 
the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?" 

Confess thy sins to God as he commands thee, 
and say, *' God be merciful to me, a sinner,*' and 
repeat it; plead guilty, and plead the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, and the promises, encou- 
ragements, and invitations, that God holds forth 
to sinners. God's elect cry day and night, and 
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shall he not avenge them? "The kingdom suf- 
fereth violence, and the violent take it by force." 
Confession and prayer shall surely prevail, and 
thou art bid always to pray and fiot to faint. 
Persevere in this, and thou wilt die game indeed; 
it is better to imitate an humble sinner in prayer 
to God, than a desperate hardened criminal, who 
closes his eyes at the brink of the pit, and lifts 
them up in hell. 

Your willing servant in Jesus Christ, 

W.H. 



LETTER LVIII, 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

HV PEAR SIR, . 

X RECEIVED a letter yesterday morning from Mr. 
B. wrote, as he tells me, at your request I see 
very evidently, and I have had many proofs of it 
before, that your concern and good wishes are for 
my welfare; but the report which has given your 
mind the present uneasiness astonishes me very 
much, and where it could originate I know not. 

Your friend is lame, and that in more senses 
than one; and somebody has slandered him to 
the only person in the world that he looks to, 
under God, for spiritual counsel. 
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To forsake the truths that you preach is, under 
my present feelings, I think, and am sure, a thing 
impossible; for where should I go, or what can! 
advance, since it is so clear to me that they are 
the truths of God? And though you know, in my 
present state, that I have not a clear and certain 
evidence of my interest in them, yet I think I 
should choose rather to die on the spot than to 
shrink from one of them, as far as I am able to 
see they agree with my experience and the word 
of God. 

If any person has told you that I do not preach 
the doctrines with that light and power which 
you are enabled to do, it is certainly true ; or that 
I do not preach some of them at all, is no less 
true; for I cannot preach any doctrine with confi- 
dence, power, or satisfaction, that I have not had 
an experience of. 

The general drift of my preaching is to shew 
how people, from a few legal convictions, ccwne 
to rest on the letter of the promise without feeling 
the promised power; and receive the gospel in 
their natural judgment, and believe it with a 
human faith; or assent to the truth of it, as many 
do to any other testimony that carries a rational 
evidence with it of its being true. 

That this assent, affecting their natural pas- 
sions^ gives them much glee and joy, so that they 
believe and rejoice for a season; and so ground 
upon this a strong persuasion of the goodness of 
their state, cavil and dispute for their tenets, and 
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commence champions for this sort of faith; and 
this they call conversion. 

But that, notwithstanding all this, they are 
still under the law and under the dominion of 
sin, for the lust and pride of the heart hath never 
been subdued, and such are as far from righteous- 
ness and true peace as those who never heard the 
gospel. 

Moreover, I endeavour to shew them what 
the work of the law is, when the conscience of a 
sinner is awakened to feel the power of the com- 
mandment; and the bondage that the sinner feels, 
the darkness he is in, and the unbelief in which 
he is shut up; the wrath that the law reveals, the 
corruptions it stirs up, the enmity it provokes, 
and the death and condemnation that it threatens 
the sinner with. 

And here I endeavour to distinguish between 
convictions by the Spirit, and those that are often 
given by a natural conscience; by shewing that 
the Holy Spirit leads to the truth, gives light to 
the sinner that he may know his state; and that, 
under his operations, mourning, godly sorrow, 
contrition of heart, humility, and submission to 
the divine will, are, and must be, produced; for 
the Spirit, as a spirit of supplication, assists the 
soul to call on the name of the Lord, and under 
his influence brings him to the mercy-seat, and 
enables him to prevail with the Saviour. 

I endeavour also to prove from scripture the 
necessity of a powerful application of the word of 
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life, and an experience of the sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus upon the conscience, in order to 
bring the sinner out of his prison ; for it is through 
the blood of the covenant that we get our dis- 
charge* 

I know that I speak disrespectfully of no 
man's person. I endeavour to live peaceably with 
all men: neither do I meddle with the affairs of 
other ministers, or other churches. I only endea- 
vour to inform the few that choose to attend my 
ministry, and to lead them to a right understand* 
ing as to the state of their souls; this is all my 
aim ; and where I am mistaken, I can only say that 
it is for want of light. 

I am daily exercised with the plague of my 
own heart, the sins of my nature, the bondage of 
the law, unbelief, spiritual darkness, and hardness 
of heart I think, surely, that, if some people 
knew my conflicts, they would pity me, instead of 
adding affliction to my bonds. But there may be 
a voice to me in all these things. I know but 
very little of myself as yet, and less of the Lord 
and his ways. I have been very poorly in body 
of late, or I would have seen you before now; 
and I trust I shall be able to come to town before 
it is long. Mean-time I hope for a few lines 
when you find it convenient, and ever remain 

Your souFs well-wisher, 

J. Jenkins. 
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LETTER LIX. 
To the Rev. J. Jenkins. 

Dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, par- 
don and peace be multiplied to thee. 

Y ouK letter comforted my heart, for indeed the 
report was grievous to me. I was afraid you 
had said a confederacy, or that the strong hand 
of the Lord was withdrawn, or that some spirit 
of delusion had influenced thee, or that, through 
temptation and opposition because of the word, 
thou hadst taken an offence; but, blessed be God, 
"'There is no enchantment against Jacob, nor 
divination against Israel." 

God's children shall all be taught of him; and 
every lesson they learn under the operation of his 
Spirit, whether it be a dreadful sight and sense of. 
their own transgressions, the depravity of human 
nature, the divine displeasure of God in the law, 
or his mercy in Christ Jesus, all should be pro-* 
claimed. The watchman is to declare what he 
sees; and not to speaji: a vision out of his own 
heart when he hath seen nothing. To tell others 
what God hath done for our souls is right; and 
whatever the heart is pregnant with the mouth 
will utter, whether it be the terrors of the Lord, 
or the joys of the Lord; for.it is out of the 
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abundance of the heart that the mouth speaketh; 
and such a speaker, whether he be in happiness 
or distress, can speak as the oracles of God, and 
minister as of the ability that God giveth, " That 
God in all things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ;* 

When the Lord raises up a man a little out of 
the common way, it is for some particular work. 
When he was pleased to send me forth, I soon 
perceived that there had been much preaching in 
a very open general way; general calls, and uni- 
versal invitations to sinners, had been much dealt 
in by many; but the scriptural lines drawn between 
the bond and free, elect and reprobate, saint and 
hypocrite, good ground and thorny ground, evan- 
gelist and formalist, had been seldom meddled 
with* As soon, therefore, as the Lord led me to 
enforce these things, I obtained the name of a 
man of a bad spirit by those who hated the light, 
loved their own ease, and hugged their false 
refuge; but those who had felt the plague of their 
own heart, and had an experience of the grace of 
God, cleaved to my doctrine, and got light, esta- 
blishment, and comfort, from it. Such abide in 
the truth; the others turn their ears from it, and 
they are turned to fables. • 

God does nothing in vain: he suffered Paul 
to go great lengths in opposing the interest of a 
dear Redeemer, though, at the same time, he was 
a chosen vessel; and, when he appeared in the 
mipistry, he was viewed by the saints as a singu- 
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lar instance of sovereign grace, as one born out 
of due time; and they glorified God in him. And 
Paul informs us that he was permitted to run on 
in that cruel opposition and persecution, that God 
might shew forth in him all long-suffering, as a 
pattern to others who should hereafter believe oh 
him to life eternal. And 1 believe that God hath 
suffered thee, my brother, to take up the common 
profession of the day, and to thrust thyself, like 
many more, into the office of the ministry, with- 
out either mission or commission from him, and 
hath now taken thee in hand, and undeceived 
thee, that thou mayest undeceive others; for who 
so proper instruments ta root up and throw down 
as those who have been rooted and built up in an 
empty and false profession? You know all the 
haunts, the starting holes, the coverts, and refuges 
of lies, that such poor souls lie in, and therefore 
thou art the better able, under God, to hunt them 
out, to apprehend them, to take them up, and to 
bring them to the bar; and my earnest desire, 
hope, and prayer, is, that the Lord may make 
thee useful in this business. • 

What thou hast said in thy letter is true; 
there are, I believe, a number in such a profession 
as you describe; and, to enforce the Spirit's work 
on the soul, a knowledge of sinful self, and the 
Aeed of the blood of sprinkling applied to the 
conscience, is acting the part of a good minister 
of Jesus Christ; it is sowing to them in righteous- 
ness, whether they reap in mercy or no. 
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As to thy complaints of an bard^ rebellioujf, 
and deceitful heart, thou forgettest, my dear bro- 
ther, that the preparation of man's heart, and the 
answer of the tongue, are both of the Lord; nor 
is it .in man that walks to direct his steps. The 
way of man is not in himself; God creates his 
people anew in Christ Jesus, and forms a people 
for himself, to shew forth his praise; and we have 
no more hand in the new creation than we had in 
the old; we are passive in both, and are nothing 
but clay in the hand of the potter, who forms the 
vessel of mercy for himself, and puts tlie treasure 
of grace and truth into it; and thus the excellency 
of the power is of God, and not of the earthen 
vessel; for divine strength appears in human 
weakness. When a sinner by the/ministry is cut 
up and laid open, the thoughts of his heart made 
manifest, and God draws nigh to him in judgment, 
here is almighty power put forth by the instru- 
mentality of a worm; and a poor sinner also, who 
is beset with the threatenings, accusations, and 
furious assaults, of Satan, who is stronger than 
M»e (and yet the poor tempted creature bears up 
under them all), this is divine strength made per- 
fect in human weakness, and God's grace suffi- 
cient for us, for our strength is all gon^, and heart 
and flesh both fail His grace is sui]9cient to arni* 
us against all temptations, and it is sufficient to 
keep us from the power of temptation; and it was 
sufficient to keep Paul from sinning and falling 
when he was in temptation; and it was sufficient 
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to raise Peter up when he fell by the temptation; 
and the same grace hath hitherto been sufficient 
for thee. Grace in Christ's fulness can never be 
exhausted; and grace in us, as a principle, can 
never be rooted up; it is God's workmanship, and 
nothing can be taken from it, nor any thing added 
to it; and God hath wrought it in us, that we 
should fear before him. I should be glad to see 
you for a few days when convenient. Tender 
my best wishes and kind respects to all that love 
our Lord Jesus Christ; and believe me to be, 



Dear brother in the Lord, 
Ever yours, 



W.H. 



LETTER LX. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

K£V. SIR, 

I HAVE for a long time been bitterly prejudiced 
against you, and that without any just cause; 
and all this time I have been sadly tossed about 
in my mind, and I may say perishing for lack of 
knowledge; but at the same time too proud to 
submit to be instructed by such an, one as your- 
self. 

But all this does not make the purpose and 
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promise of God of none effect to hfs chosen 
people; for there is a set time to favour Zion. 
When he was pleased that your writings should 
come into my hands, one after another, I at first 
spurned at them, as being, I thought, too harsh 
for a Christian. But when I read the ' Mystery 
of Godliness,' published to refute Mr. Loud, I was 
enabled to see, and feel too, that you was certainly 
contending for the glory and honoHr of God, and 
for the truth of his gospel, a^inst the errors of 
such, men; so that it quite dissolved my hearty 
and beat down all my prejudices against you at 
once. 

Then I came, at times, to hear you preach at 
Providence Chapel, and soon found that I was 
got into an antinomian faith, which did not work 
by love. Your preaching, therefore, was too warm 
for my cold heart. 

I saw and felt that I was walking at a distance 
from the blessed Saviour; but that you, and many 
of your churchy seemed to live in his comfortable 
presence; which caused me to fear, and my heart 
to fret against God, and to say, " Hath he forgot- 
ten to be gracious, and is his mercy clean gone?"^ 
I then laboured to' pray fervently to be restored,, 
and the more I tried to pray the worse I made 
out at it, and soon found the apostle's words to 
be true, I was not sufficieni of myself to think a 
good thought, niuch less to pray as I ought; for, 
.as soon almost as I was on my knees, I was either 
asleep, or my thoughts -were going to and fro 
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tllroughout the world, which caused me at times 
to hate the Almighty for not helping me, when 
he had made so many promises to do it. 

In the midst of this wretched rebellion I was 
attending at Providence Chapel, and yoa was 
pointing out the believer's re-entanglement by 
the yoke of the moral law, and the different 
operations of the spirit of bondage; which pei'^ 
fectly convinced me that I was the man ; and it 
made me plead guilty before God, but no deliver* 
ance or assistance could I get. 

Very soon after this I heard that you was 
opposed in that point by one Mr. Hacker, which 
puzzled me, for I could not conceive how he could 
attempt it, seeing you so clearly proved the point; 
and I know for a certainty that my soul was then 
in that state. But when I saw his letters to you 
in print I found they would not do for me, for 
they were without either life or power. 

A little after this I heard that you had opposed 
him in a printed sermon, which I eagerly bought;* 
and it proved to be the substance of a discourse 
preached at Monkwell street meeting, from the 
5th chapter of Galatians, ** Stand fast therefore in 
the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free.'* 
I found you had stated the different operations of 
legal bondage under eleven heads; all of which 
tallied with the experience I have had for many 
months past. In reading this sermon the Holy 
Ghost was pleased to shed abroad the Saviour's 
love in my heart like floods of water upon the 
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dry ground, and continued his blessed influence 
upon me for many days, operating as a free spirit, 
and made me to feel and to stand fast in my 
liberty, and to rejoice in Christ Jesus. And now 
I bless God for that controversy, for he makes 
all things work together for good to them that 
love him. But I fear, if I live long, that I shall 
one day be entangled again in that yoke. God 
grant I never may. I have abundant cause to 
bless God for your instrumentality, and remain, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours to serve, 
in the bonds of peace and love, 

Wimbledon, J. BoWYER. 

near Merton Bridge^ 
Sun-y. 



LETTER LXL 
To Mr. James Bowyer. 

DEAR SIR, 
Grace and peace be multiplied through Jesus Christ. 

I RECEIVED yoiurs, and am always glad when 
Satan and his seedsmen are disappointed. They 
that sow iniquity shall reap vanity, and the rod of 
their anger shall fail. Where the gospel of Christ 
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comes, in the purity and power of it, it leaves no 
man neuter; he must either embrace it or oj>pose 
it; be an advocate or an enemy; be with Christ 
or against Christ; gather with him or scatter from 
him. 

You have been bitterly prejudiced against me 
without any just cause. I have these tidings 
almost every week. Many legions hath Satan 
employed in this service. But my work is with 
my God, nor shall the malice of that adversary 
ever hinder the salvation of God's elect, or the 
usefuhiess of his ministering servants. ** He that 
goeth forth weeping, and bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing 
his sheaves with them." 

You was too proud to be instructed by such a 
one as I. Pride is a sad bar to the sinner's heart; 
but God will mortify it by foolish means, by the 
foolishness of preaching; and that preaching by 
foolish men. Christ is often found where he is 
least expected. Moses never dreamt of the God 
of Israel in a bush ; nor the wise men of finding 
the King of the Jews in a manger; nor Nathanael 
of the chief good coming out of Nazareth; much 
less that the Lord should ever speak by a coal- 
heaver: but his powerful presence hath been 
manifested in all these, and, ** Blessed is he who- 
soever shall not be offended in me.** 

The Almighty's Saviour encompassing himself 
about with these mortifying obstacles, is one 
reason why so many have made him a stumbling 
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stone and a rock of offence, especially to those 
Jews that require a sigh, and those Gentiles that 
seek to find out God by human wisdom. But 
still it pleases God, by the foolishness of preach- 
ing, to save them that believe. Men of corrupt 
ipinds will ever resist the truth; not one grace 
hath God wrought in men, not one doctrine hath 
the Lord revealed and applied to men, but what 
hath been opposed and denied by one hypocrite 
or another. Humbling grace, my brother, in a 
broken heart, is the saint's ballast, the Spirit of 
God is his compass, and a good hope through 
grace is his anchor ; without these he is as sure to 
make shipwreck of his faith and profession as 
ever he takes them up. 

Mr. Hacker, I believe, sat quietly under me 
as long as he well could; his seat has not been 
easy for some time; he has got a root of bitter- 
ness within, a strong delusion, a deceit which 
he holds fast, and which he refuses to let go; but 
the day hath revealed it, and the fire shall try it; 
and then he shall know what the yoke of bondage 
is as well as others; for it will surely fall upon 
him, either in this world or in the next; nor shall 
all his head knowledge keep it off, nor all God's 
word that he hath stolen of his neighbour bear 
him up under it; for, " He that exalteth himself 
shall be abased." 

The sheepskin may be put on by a wolf, and 
the language of Canaan may be imitated by a 
child of Ashdod; but the life and power of godii- 
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ness is not so easily counterfeited. Many know 
their own wisdom, but it is a great thing to know 
one's own foolishness. Balaam knew God, but 
never knew himself; he had seen the visions of 
the Almighty, but never saw his own heart; and 
could prophesy of the Saviour of Israel, but not 
of his own salvation. 

Some taste the good word of God who never 
received it in an honest heart, and taste a sweet- 
ness in the heavenly gift who never hungered for 
the bread of life, nor felt their need of renewing 
grace. An established heart is better than a 
doating head. A tinkling cymbal may please a 
fool, but salt preserves from putrefaction. Every 
sacrifice shall be seasoned with salt. Have salt 
in yourselves, and be at peace one with another, 
saith the King of Israel. 

It is a choice heap of grain that hath no chaiF 
in it, and a singular house that hath no vessels 
but those of gold and silver. I bless God for 
purging us from some of those that are of wood 
and of earth, which are intended to dishonour. I 
had often been informed, by a gentleman thzl 
had long known Mr. Hacker, that he was a man 
of no experience; but I did not choose to cherish 
an ill opinion of him, till God was pleased to 
make him manifest agreeable to his own word: 
" There must be heresies among you, that those 
that are of the contrary part may be made mani- 
fest;" "And every plant which my heaveply 
Father hath not planted shall be plucked up." 
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Thus i$ the child Jesus set for the fall and rising 
of many in Israel: and the work of the servants 
which God sends is to root up and tp throw down, 
to ^build and to plant; hence comes evil report 
and good report; evil report from the hypocrite 
rooted up, and good report from those built up 
on their most holy faith. And unless this work 
of separating the vile from the precious, and the 
chaff from the wheat, goes on, we cannot be as 
God's mouth, nor stand before him with his 
approbation, and with the testimony of truth and 
conscience. 

We live in a day, my dear friend, when it 
becomes every sensible sinner, that feels his need 
of Christ, to look well to himself. Perilous times 
are coming on; many are departing from the 
faith; professors are growing proud and haughty, 
lovers of themselves, and haters of them that are 
good, " Lovers of pleasure more than lovers of 
God; having a form of godliness, but denying 
the power thereof.'* 

It is the boast and glory of many to be wise 
•above what is written. Few submit to acknow- 
ledge the mystery of God, and of the Father, and 
of Christ; not one divine person in the ever- 
blessed Trinity but is insulted and affronted in 
our days by the children of this world; not a 
truth essential to salvation but is openly attacked; 
not a grace peculiar to God's elect but is stigma- 
tized; not an object of God's choice, not a subject 
of his grace,^ not a pillar of his truth, but what is 
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slanilered and ridiculed by some one or other; 
and we may say, in the language of Zions lamen- 
tations, " Wo unto us, for the day spring from on 
high is going away, the crown of knowledge is 
falling from our heads," and the shadows of popish 
darkness are stretching out, and evening wolves 
are creeping forth. 

O, Sir! covet earnestly the best gifts; for it is 
in our days as in the days of the Lord's crucifixion ; 
some crucified him, crowned him with thorns and 
derided him, and some wept over him; .some 
arrayed him in a gorgeous robe to insult hii<i,' and 
others wrapt him in clean linen; one sold his 
blood for thirty pieces of silver, and another boldly, 
begged his body when dead; some pierced his 
side, and others embalmed him; some mocked 
him and solicited his descent from the cross, and 
others stood afar off and bewailed him; some 
parted his under garments, and were for rending 
his coat, while others were for no division, but 
for the whole by lot; some cried " Hosanna," and 
others, '^ Crucify him." And as it was then, so it 
is now; as they dealt with his body personal, so 
.with his body mystical. ''As he was, so are we 
in this world ;J' and as the Father sent him into 
the world, so hath he sent us into the world; and 
he that despiseth him despiseth us, and he that 
keeps his sayiugs will keep ours also. Christ is 
still preached, and strange divisions are made of 
him. Some get their natural passions moved, 
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which is the lot of the way-side hearers, who 
heard the word, and anou with joy received it; 
others rejoice in the light of the gospel, are re- 
formed, and do many things in a legal way, but 
are for revenge as soon as you deal faithfully. 
This was the case with Herod, who heard John 
gladly till he reproved his adultery. Another 
got the apostolic office, a ministerial gift, and a 
commission to preach, but no grace; this was the 
lot of Judas, '* Who took part of this ministry*" 
Others got bodily cures, and no more. Some 
gave credit for a while on the evidence of miracles, 
and believed till temptation came because of the 
word; and others get a lamp and no oil; and 
some the skin of sheep, but not the nature of 
them. But aim thou at the things that accompany 
salvation ; a thorough knowledge of thyself, and 
of thy condemned state under the law; for to 
save such Christ came. Covet that faith that 
applies the atonement, and pardoning love, that 
leads to true repentance; a broken heart, which 
God will never despise; an honest heart, that 
knows its own plague and sore, and confesses it; 
that comes to the light, and neither shuns it nor 
hates it; and a good heart, that receives the truth, 
and believes in it, that keeps the word, and cleaves 
to Christ; and a. righteousness that is attended 
with peace. These are things which accompany 
salvation, and which no hypocrite ever knew. 
The love of God in a believing heart and purged 
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conscience is the empire of grace ib this world, 
and is the pledge and earnest of the realms of 
glory above. 

You wonder how any man could attempt to op- 
pose what I have said on the subject of legal bond- 
age, which so often attends God's children, when 
you yourself have been in that state. There is no 
one thing that the saints of God experience, or ad- 
vance, but what impostors will deny; some have 
said there is no God; and therefore you need not 
wonder at any thing. You must learn, my friend, 
to make a distinction between the sluggard and the 
labourer: the one get? his knowledge from his own 
conceit, the other labours in soul, toils all night 
long, and seeks it as for hid treasures, and, like 
Elihu, fetches his knowledge from afar, namely, 
from the Father of lights; and thence it is that, 
" The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit than 
seven men that can render a reason," Prov- 
XX vi. 16. 

That strange sleepy frame that you complain of, 
and which often comes upon God's people when in 
religious exercises, has puzzled m^^ny ; but we know 
that Satan has many ways to distress and harass 
God's children. He hath ere now mtizzled the' 
drum of the ear, and restrained the power of arti- 
culation, and made the sinner both deaf and dumb, 
Mark ix. 25. He hath contracted the muscles of 
others, till they have been bowed together with 
cramp, Luke xiii. l6. He hath so strengthened 
the muscles and bones of some, that no chain 
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could hold them, Mark v. 4. He can steal the. 
word of God from the mind and memory, and 
leave the soul barren to God, and destitute of 
every truth, Mark iv. 15. He hath twisted the 
bowels of a child, and convulsed him,till he hath fell 
to the earth, wallowing and foaming at the mouth, 
Mark ix. SO. He hath rocked a whole church 
fast asleep, while an army of soldiers were at their 
back, notwithstanding the threefold reproof and 
caution of the Lord himself; "Why sleep ye? 
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation." 
Many are heavy in a pew, but alert enough at a 
play; drowsy at the Bible, but wakeful at a novel; 
in a lethargy upon their knees, but never sleepy 
when they have beeti counting their gain in trade. 
And sure I am that none can destroy the works of 
Satan but the Son of God; nor will this kind go 
out but by prayer and fasting; fervent and perpe- 
tual prayer, and fasting from all the sweet mor- 
sels of sin, whicli weaken faith, sicken conscience, 
turn boldness into cowardice, confidence into per- 
adventures, and a comely honest countenance into 
the shame of a thief; yea, every petition is clogged 
with doubts, which sadly obstruct the living 
creature that is in the wheels. Farewell. Grace 
and peace be with you; so prays 

The un worthiest of all servants. 

W. H. 
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LETTER LXII. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington* 

DEAR SIR, 

J: ARDON my attempt in writing to you; it is 
only to let you know how God hath blessed my 
soul in reading your writings. I have, for upwards 
of nine years, sat under little else than legal 
preaching, insomuch that I never knew what gos- 
pel liberty was till it was God's good will and 
pleasure that some of your books should fall into 
my hands. The first was * The Broken Cistern 
and the Springing Well;* which gave me great 
help, but not enoCigh to bring me fprth; however, 
" God will work, and none can let it*' 

Blessed be his holy name! the 5th day of Octo* 
ber last, a day much to be remembered by me, it 
was the Lord's will that my master should come to 
town to hear you. As for me, my soul was in 
great distress at that time, by reason of a pamphlet 
that fell into my hands, written by a Mr. Hacker. 
1 was much afraid, as he was a member with you, 
that he would be permitted to do much injury to 
the cause of God; and, being informed that it was 
impossible for you to lift up your pen against his 
book, it drove me to a throne of grace, to beg of 
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God to enable you to defend the truth, and stop 
the mouths of all subverters. And, indeed, the 
Lord dealt with me as he did with the disciples 
of old, who while they were praying for Peter, 
Peter was knocking at their gate; for I had been 
praying for a refutation of Hacker's book, and that 
very night my master brought home thq sermon, 
entitled * The Child of liberty in Legal Bondage,' 
&c. Th^t sermon, Sir, under God, has been a 
means of bringing my soul, into perfect liberty. 
This, dear Sir, I write to you to encourage you, 
because 1 know the harvest is great, but faithful 
labourers are few. 

That the Lord may bless your labours is the 
desire and prayer of 

Your soul's well-wisher in the Lord, 

Mcrton Bridge, T. MiTCHELL- 

Surry. 

P. S. Pray send Mr. Barrett to Streatham soon, 
for I am such a cripple that I can seldom get to 
town. 
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LETTER LXIli 
To Mr. T. Mitchell. 

t)EAR FRIEND, 

If the good Lord hath tnade thee free, then stand 
fast in it, and be thankful for it; and remember 
that it was the good will and pleasure of God to 
brdairi the law of telease atid the jubilee year for 
iis; and forget riot, also, that it is riot the sound of 
rams' horns, nor the sourid of ari alarm, nor the 
rincertain sourid of foolish and blind watchmen, nor 
the tinkling cymbals of impostors, nor the melody 
of the viols of men-pleasers, but the silver trum- 
pet blown in faith, arid attended with truth and 
power, that brings the joyful sound to the slave's 
ears: " Blessed is the people that know the joyful 
sound, they shall walk, O Lord ! in the light of 
thy countenance." 

That which delivers the soul frorii all ito false 
notions of the law, from errors and falsehood, is 
truth : " Receive the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free." 

That which brings us out of prison, and dis- 
charges our infinite debts, is the blood of lesug. 
" By the blood of thy covenant I have sent thv 
prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water." 

VOL. XIII. u 
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The spirit of love gives us freedom from fear 
and torment; a living faith in Jesus Christ give^ 
us freedom of access, with confidence, into the 
grace and favour of God; and it is^ the spirit of 
grace and supplication that helps our infirmities, 
and gives us freedom of speech to express our 
wants, and plead the promises with God in prayer. 

And this, my dear friend, is the liberty that I 
contend forj the liberty which God ordained for 
our glory; a liberty which the gospel reveals and 
promises, which Christ proclaimed, and which 
the Spirit of God produces in every soul, more or 
less, that is born again; and, indeed, it is this 
that makes the house of God a Bethel, wisdom's 
ways pleasantness, her paths peace, and God's 
service perfect freedom. 

Thou hast been in great fear, my son, where 
no fear is. God is abk to defend his own cause, 
and to avenge himself of his enemies; nor will he 
be slack to repay them that hate him; be will 
repay them to their face. 

The bouse of God hath not only watchmen, 
stewards, and table-servants, but there must be 
drudges also, hewers of wood and drawers of 
water, for the house of our God. Such were the 
Gibeonitcs of old, and such are the mystical 
Gibeonites now: they came, as they pretended, 
from a far country, like the prodigal son, who, 
by faith and repentance, was brought nigh through 
Christ crucified, who was afar off by wicked 
works. So these came under the name of ambas- 
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BadoiSj a true emblem of hypocrites, who pretend 
to have a message of peace. 

But they came with old bottles, not with the 
new wine, nor with new bottles; and therefore 
neither arc preserved^ 

They bad not got their feet shod with the pre- 
parations of the gospel of peace, but their old 
shoes clouted and mended up; nor did they come 
for the Saviour's robe of righteousness, but, like 
the pharisee at the feast, they came in their old 
garments; nor did they come like the prodigal 
for the bread of life, for they brought their old 
mouldy bread with them, determined to eat theit 
own bread, and wear their own apparel; nor did 
they come to lay hold of God s covenant made 
with Christ, but to make a new league with 
Joshua. 

AH that they aimed at was to save their lives 
by deceit and falsehood; though their pretended 
long journey, as they tell Joshua, was taken by 
them, " Because of the name of the Lord thy 
God; for we have heard of the fame of him, and 
all that he did in Egypt;" and the following per- 
petual drudgery is all that they got by their em* 
bassy, " Now therefore ye are cursed, and there 
shall none of you be freed from being bond-men, 
and hewers of wood, and drawers of water, for 
the house of my God," Josh. ix. 23. 

And these Gibeonites are still employed in 
this work. Christ is a well of salvation, and, 
'' The heart of the wise is a well-spring of life, 
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and the words of wisdom a flowing brook." And 
it is often seen that these pretended ambassadors^, 
when their deception is discovered, and they are 
permitted to oppose the truth, are made instru- 
mental, under God, of drawing the waters of life 
from the hearts of God's ministers to refresh the 
household of faith. 

They oppose the truth to set up themselves at 
the head of a party; and God gives his servants a 
mouth and wisdom to bring forth truth to refresh 
the bowels, and unite and establish the souls, of 
the faithful; and thus these labourers continue in 
their perpetual bondage and drudgery to this day; 
and, although they are cursed^ yet they still draw 
water for the house of my God. 

Moreover, the living vine hath many barren 
branches in it; the house of God hath many ves- 
sels of wood and of earth, which cannot unite 
with those that are made of gold and of silver; 
the Lord's garden hath fruitless fig trees, as >vell 
as true olive branches, that are ingrafted into the 
good olive tree; which branches^ partaking of 
the goodness of the divine stock, bring forth fruit 
to the honour of God. Now these wooden ves- 
sels, withered branches, and barren trees, must be 
removed; '^The branch that beareth not fruit 
[that is, the fruit of the Spirit] my Father taketh 
away." From wooden and from earthen vessels 
we must purge ourselves, that we may be vessels 
of honour meet for the master's use. And the 
fruitless fig tree the Lord himself hath cursed. 
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And these Gibeonites are employed in the old 
trade of hewing these wooden vessels and fruitless 
branches from among us, that they may be 
gathered into the company of the wicked, and be 
burnt at last. Thus the business of hewing wood 
and drawing water gOjBs on to this day, according 
to the ancient league by Joshua, the servant of 
the Lord. And many mofe, as well as yourself, 
have reason to bless God for appointing Mr, 
Hack.er to that office. 

But you tell me you are lame. All the better; 
the lanxe take the prey. Jacob never prevailed 
till his thigh was out of joint; and you will never 
prevail without a broken heart. " The race is 
pot to the swift," but God saves them that halt 

Thine to serve. 



LETTER LXIV. 

To the Reverend Mr. Huntington, 
Paddington, near London, England. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 

As I have been much comfortfsd apd informed 
by your writings, sent ipe from England a few 
months since, £ feel a strong inclination to address 
and thank you; yet a sense of my deep pollution, 
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and a certainty of your being a true child of God, 
creates a consciousness of such t^ast disparity 
betwixt usy that I even tremble in the attempt. 

I am a very sinful and polluted man, Sir, that 
has been most wondrously and mercifully pre- 
served upon this earth near thirty years. I lost 
my father about the age of ten; ever since, til| 
within these two years, I have been in bondage 
to Satan and to men, tossed hither and thither for 
the bread that perisheth; yet so wonderfully con- 
nected was the chain of providence, that were 
you acquainted with the whole (much as you know 
of God's mercies), you would be astonished at the 
discovery. 

About two years ago I was convinced of sin, 

under D, H , at th^ New Church, P ; 

where I tarried until this time twelvemonth, 
when I was ordered, by the Victualling Board, 
clerk to a victualling office they have at this place 
during the war. Since my arrival, which is a 
year this very day, I have heard no word preached; 
nor is the Bible itself but rarely known, that 
blessed book being secured from the poor people 
by the cruelty of their teachers. 

A few months since, it pleased God, in merci- 
ful providence, to send me hither Brown's Self- 
interpreting Bible; all Mr. John Bunyan's works, 
complete, in two volumes; your Dimensions of 
Eternal Love, Mystery of Godliness, Living Tes- 
timonies, and Light Shining in Darkness. From 
the whole of which, I thank my gracious God 
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and Saviour, I find picking, and scraps of comfort, 
and instruction, when often at a stand ; but par- 
ticularly did I find comfort in Light Shining in 
Darkness, from page 281 to 284, as it respects a 
poor backslider; and instruction from Mystery of 
Godliness, respecting our Lord's descension into 
hell. Alas! alasl how often, inconsiderately and 
unthinkingly, have I repeated the belief of that 
preposterous and horrible deceit! For what should 
his precious Majesty descend into hell, when all 
was finished on the cross? I am convinced in my 
soul it is a lie. I must also observe, that there is 
scarce a letter in your Living Testimonies that is 
not in a degree descriptive of some parts of my 
experience. Oh, I have a rich, rich treasury, a 
library invaluable, in all the aforesaid books ! 
may God of his gracious mercy, assist me in the 
use of them. 

You say. Sir, that sure you are none can 
destroy the works of Satan but the Son of God, 
and that the devil must be whipped by confession 
and prayer. Amen. So you preach, and so do I 
heartily believe; yet there are, I am informed, 
those that call you an Antinomian. The good 
Lord, of his mercy, forgive them, and turn their 

hearts. I hope to send to P , by the first 

ship, for your Forty Stripes, &c. 

Seeing, dear Sir, I am shut out of ordinances, 
and from conversation with the godly and expe- 
rienced, will you permit me to solicit your advice. 
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I have been, and am now, singularly exercised. 
When first I began to pray, about two years ago, 
Satan would present before my fancy such horrid 
and obscene postures pf God and Christ as I dare 
not meption; when that a little vanished, blas- 
phemies succeeded in my mind; when that was a 
little allayed, carnal temptations followed, and 
here (oh, tears pf blood never can efface it!) here 
I fell! Since that, a deeper concern, or a stirring 
up, beginning again to manifest itself, and a shun- 
ning heartily the world and mpn, he presents hi§; 
horrible self, horned, black, seated in a chair 
before me, ready to receive my prayers when J 
fall upon my knees, Oh Sir, Sir, I wrestle not with 
flesh and blood only, though that is rebellion^ 
enough, but with principalities and powers, and 
spiritual wickedness, in high places! 

I am not clear, reverend and dear Sir, about 
my v/qrship; far from it. I have again and again 
read your preface to Light Shining in Darkness. 
I would wish to be informed if any image must 
be conceived in prayer; or how the gracious Lord 
manifests himself to the enlightened apprehension. 
I am very carnal and ignorant, and beg instruction, 
Sir. God doth know I write simply for instruc- 
tion; nor is there a soul on earth privy to this 
proceeding. 

A man (who, I am sure, prajrs not at all), speak- 
ing the other day, of catholic images which 
abound here, says unto me. Why you must con- 
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/ceive something when you pray. I felt force in 
^he appeal, but could not answer it, and the 
thought works upon me, 

Permit me farther to inquire, Sir, respecting 
the sacrapfient. Should I receive it from a dead 
Protestant church here, who know not God? or 
should I refrain? I have not hitherto, and have 
been but a few times to church, their mangling 
of the things of God doth so offend me. 

AndT lastly. Sir, as I have ventured so far, I 
am desirous to speak to you of my walk. I do 
firmly believe we must walk in the Spirit, if we 
would not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. This is 
the walk I am scjeking to attain; but whether I 
strive lawfully I cannot determine. I hope, in 
time, God will appear for me, though I certainly 
at present go very heartlessly on; but I will bear 
the indignation of the Lord, because I have sin- 
ned against him; and surely it is of his tender 
mercies I am not consumed. 

Will you forgive my intrusion, reverend Sir, 
even if you should not feel a wish to answer me? 
I certainly am very unworthy your attention. 

I am, Sir, with due respect, 

Your very humble, guilty, 

and unworthy servant, 

Cove of Cork. J. H. 
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LETTER LXV. 
To J. H. Cove of Cork, Ireland. 

Fellow sinner in Adam, and fellow saint in 
Christ Jesus, grace and peace be multiplied unto 
you, through the great channel of all conjreyance. 
That the most high God should condescend to 
own, bless, or acknowledge any thing written or 
spoken by me, is wonderful to many, and a hum- 
bling consideration to myself; but this treasure is 
in the earthen vessel, that the excellency may 
appear to be of God, and not of man; and the 
more weak and contemptible the vessel, the less 
liable to rob the fountain that fills it. I know of 
no disparity, Sir, between the children of men in 
God's sight, unless sovereign grace has made it. 
Christ will have nothing to do with any of the 
human race in a way of grace, but with sensible 
sinners; for though all men are the creatures of 
his care, these only are the people of his charge. 
Sinful and polluted is the whole fountain, Sir; 
and who can bring a clean thing from it? None 
but God, who hath sent forth his own Son, made 
of a woman, and yet holy, harmless, and undefiled, 
and who is a fountain that cleanseth us from all 

sin. 

The name of an Antinomian is to me like the 

serpent upon a rock, or like the ship in the midst 
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of the sea; the former makes no impression^ and 
the latter soon loses its wake, A conscience 
purged from guilt, and furnished with the Spirit's 
testimony, is proof against all the counsel of 
devils, and artillery of men, If God chooses, 
who can rieprobate? It js God that justifieth, who 
can condemn? If he gives peace, who can create 
trouble? No weapon formed can prosper. Let 
them a) 1 curse, but bless thou. 

You are shut out from ordinances, and from 
the conversation of the godly and experienced; 
this you intimate to be your lamentation, and I 
have, for upwards of twenty years, viewed such 
a situation to be the one thing needful. My soul 
is sick of this world, sick of men, sick of preachers, 
jsick of professors, and sick of many real saints, 
who are blown to and fro with every wind of 
doctrine, charmed with novelty, transported with 
an empty noise, zealously affected with the wanton 
allurements and empty oratory of the sons of 
Belial, and who cannot distinguish between Christ 
and Satan; nor between an ambassador of Christ 
by whom the Lord speaks, and false teachers by 
whom Satan speaks. Satan, from the first, spoke 
by the serpent, and proclaims his guile by a gene* 
ration of vipers to this day. The Lord rebuked 
Balaam by the ass, and Jby despicable means he 
still speaks to sinners: now, the former is admired 
for his cunning, the latter rejected for its stupidity. 
To distinguish here is the wisdom of the wise; 
and to pursue the consecrated path of the latter. 
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13 walking in the way which iio fowl knowcth, 
God does all things well ; his lips transgress not 
in judgment, nor can there be any error in his 
government; where he fixes our station is best 
for us, and all things shall work for our good. 
Company entice us to talk, loneliness leads us to 
think : the former empties the cruse, the latter 
fills it: the latter humbles, sweetens, andmeekens 
us; the former exalts us, and nurses pride. " The 
talk of the lip tendeth only to penury;" but 
meditation is sweet to the soul. You are welcome 
to your company; give me a place of wayfaring 
men; let the swallow fly with her shoal, but let 
me he the sparrow alone upon the house-top; in 
the multitude of words there wanteth not sin, 
but prayer in the closet brings open reward. All 
discontent flows from a consciousness of distance, 
guilt, or some legal impediment, rebellion, carnal 
enmity, stubbornness, or some indulged lust, ov 
prohibited idol, sensibly felt as standing between 
God and the soul, which provokes the Lord to 
jealousy, hides his face, closes his ear to prayer, 
clasps his bountiful hand, and straitens the bowels 
of his mercy against us; for our God is a jealous 
God, and will never unite with inordinate affec- 
tions, nor suflfer a rival to himself unresented. 
When the intercourse between God and the soul 
is open, we are in good company; and when the 
heart is fixed, every part of the globe is both a 
home and a habitation. 

I am not ignorant of the ghastly images exhi- 
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bited on the carnal mind, as so many deformed re- 
presentations of the object of worship. All ido- 
latry began here: the idol was first set up in the 
heart, then represented to the limner, and formed 
by the artist. This was Israel's first stumbling- 
block: Satan drew the plan on the stage of fancy, 
and, when the idol was formed, they worshipped 
the first founder in the idol; they sacrificed to de- 
vils, and not to God. The advocate for catholic 
images should have told you what form you should 
conceive when you pray; but here the divine 
question is, *' To whom then will you liken God? 
or what likeness will ye compare unto him?" Isaiah 
xU 18. 25; xlvi. 5. A human form must not be 
conceived; this conception is exploded. Thou 
thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thy- 
self, but I will reprove thee, and set thy sins in 
order before thee; now consider this, ye that for- 
get God, &c. The godhead is not to be likened 
to corruptible man, to fourfooted beasts, nor to 
creeping things, whether pourtrayed by the devif, 
or graven by heart and man's device, Rom. i. U3: 
Acts xvii. 29. Israel saw no similitude, and there- 
fore was strictly forbidden the making of any 
image, male or female, the likeness of any fowl, 
beast, creeping thing, or fish. Read Deut. iv. 
The Deity compares himself to living water, Jcr. 
ii. 13; to fire, Heb. xii. 29; and to wind, John iii. 
8; Sung iv. 16. Of all which no image can be 
formed, either hiiman or brutal. Christ hath 
been evidently set forth crucified among us, and 
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wc can conceive of him as a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief, and in all his suffering cir- 
cumstances, which is food for faith; but though 
we have known Christ after the flesh, yet hence- 
forth know we him so no morej for Christ now 
appears in a spiritual body, in his glorified huma- 
nity, in which he is separate from sinners, and 
made higher than the heavens; in this appearance 
he presented himself to John. Read Rev. i. 13 — 
17. So he appeared to Ezekiel. Ezek. i. 26— 28^ 
Dan. vii. y — IK Of this glorious and glorified 
appearance no image of silver, gold, or wood, can 
be made without degrading the Saviour, and com- 
mitting rank idolatry. Solomon's temple was not 
an object of worship, though the Lord which dwelt 
between the cherubims was; nor is the temple of 
Christ's human body, strictly speaking and ab- 
stractedly considered, an object of worship, though 
the fulness of the godhead, which dwells bodily 
in it, really is. Of infinity and immensity no like- 
ness can be formed j nor is it possible for the shal- 
low conceptions of the human mind ever to cir- 
cumscribe or retain a being who is omnipresent 
and incomprehensible. The first view that ever I 
had, was a believing view of Christ crucified ; this 
was in open vision, and in the Lord's own light, 
while infinite divinity above the light, or bright- 
ness of a thousand suns, shone into my soul. After 
many months this vision of him on the cross gra- 
dually withdrew, vanished, and went in a mea- 
sure out of sight; but the divine, co-equal, co-cs- 
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sential, and co-eternal beam of ineffable light, still 
remains with me, as the true light which now 
shineth. I now view my Saviour as the fountain 
of light, life, and love; as God to all intents and 
purposes ; and in all the fulness, glory, and majesty 
of self-existent and independent divinity; and in 
every sense and meaning of that great and terrible 
name, Jehovah* It remains then, that I still wor- 
ship the fulness of the Godhead in Christ^s glori- 
fied humanity, and God, the Father, as shining in 
his face; and so it is written, " God, who com- 
manded the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined into our hearts, to give us the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ;" " Who is the brightness of the Fa.- 
ther's glory, and the express image of his person;" 
and he that thus hath the Son, hath the Father 
also. 

As to your sitting at the Lord's table with a 
blind guide, I must leave to your conscience; for 
my part I could not : we are not to seek the Uv- 
ing among the dead. I am no stranger, dear Sir^ 
to the distressing impressions of the adversary on 
the imagination; he can mingle his very rebellion, 
desperation, madness, and enmity to God, ^veu 
with our very souls, when he is suffered to buffet, 
vex, and distress us, under the workings of unbe- 
lief; but as the light shines in, he will be disco- 
vered; and at the entrance of joy and peace he 
will skulk off. 

If any thing in this scribble suits you, bless 
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God for it; and when^ it is well with you, forget 
not to pray for 

W. H. S. & 

Paddington; 



LETTER LXVr. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntingtoi*. 

1 HAVE longefd to hear from my dear friend evef 
since he has left us, and be, perhaps, has expected 
to hear from me before this time; and he would, if 
I had not been so slow of heart to every thing that 
is good. This is my case, and this is the reason I 
did not write sooner. I da not know how you now 
do, nor what your tlroughts are respecting your 
last visit to us; but I believe it was the most pro- 
fitable, in general, that ever you paid L ; and 

I think I can say so with respect to myself in par- 
ticular. My views have since been more bright- 
ened, widened, and extended; and some very 
sweet and comfortable seasons I have found, both 
in private and public; and I find, that when we 
are diligent and earnest with him in the closet, 
that he will reward us openly. I had begged the 
Saviour to communicate some gift to me by your 
coming, and my prayer was not in vain; I was 
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refreshed and strengthened, aind I feel tjie efFScts 
$till abiding with me, and I am sure it was of him. 
But what a composition of light and darkn&ss, 
faith and infidelity, I feel myself to be! Some- 
times, as I think, all light, and can discover deep 
things out of darkness; and then again all dark- 
ness and confusion, and feel for some one to lead 
me by the hand. At times stand so strong, that 
lam ready to conclude nothing can throw mp 
down any more; but, by and by, I am at the gates 
of death, andean hardly believe that there is a 
God in heaven, but that every thing I have felt, 
seen, or heard of, is a delusion. Some seasons of 
sweet melting and weeping in private, then I am 
comfortable; but it is not long before I meet some- 
thing that throws me into a passion, or the sweet- 
ness will begin to wear off; then I am trying to 
catch it and keep it, and if I cannot I begin to 
fret, then it is all over. y/Vfter a few seasons of 
enlargement in the pulpit, I begin to think that I 
am going to be moved into a new climate, that I 
shall get no more into the dreary regions of dark- 
ness, bondage, and bitterness again; but oh! how I 
am disappointed! and then conclude it was nothing 
but froth. But that which staggers and distresses 
me most of all, is the attacks which the filthy cor- 
ruptions of my heart make when they come all of 
a sudden into my thoughts, just as if the devil had 
been mustering them up; when I have no inclina- 
tion for them they force themselves. These are 
chiefly the sins that I used to be a slave to, and 

VOL. XIII, X 
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they often now get into my thoughts, and there is 
something that is for indulging them, which makes 
me fear that grace does not reign; for if it did, 
it would not be so. This throws me into fretting 
and rebelling, and then all hope and comfort are 
gone. Oh! this is the pest and the plague of my 
soul! Would to God they were destroyed, for I do 
not want them, nor wish for them. I long in- 
dulged them, and was a willing slave to them; 
but I had rather go again through many years 
more of this misery, wrath, guilt, and terror, than 
be under the dominion of them ; and I often beg 
God to throw me back again, if he sees it neces- 
sary, rather than to be an hypocrite in Zion. 

Many kind respects are sent to you from this 
place. Several have told me they never could un- 
derstand you so well before, and I believe them; 
but the alteration is in themselves. I am often 
grudging in my heart, that I have been obliged to 
hunt them through all the dirty holes of the devil, 
and you come to find them, and have the sweet- 
ness of discovering them. I have, at times, said 
that I will do no more of it. I am fully persuaded 
that the Lord sent you down to us, though he 
burnt our coats. I often grudge this, though I 
say nothing. 

J.J. 
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LETTER LXVIL 
To the Rev. J. J, 

REV. SIR, 

X HAVE no doubt, my dear brother, but that God 
approved and blessed the visit; and I think some 
poor souls, for the first time, had a glimpse of the 
Saviour's countenince,whichhath left a little myrrh 
upon the handle of the lock, and which is a prelude 

to the future glorious anointing. Since I left L 

I have had another little excursion into the country, 
Avhere I found another that is shut up and cannot 
come forth. This sort of work seems, in a great 
measure, to be appointed for me, having now trod 
the hospitals for above three apprenticeships. But I 
am at present confined to my room, as a dumb man, 
in whose mouth are no reproofs. That my former 
visits were not so profitable, is easy to be accounted 
for: you had got them all so near the tropic of 
Cancer, that they were quite beyond my present 
climate, as I have not now sailed in that latitude for 
many years, nor do I wish to go those northern 
voyages again. But as the Sun of Righteousness 
has lately thawed their frozen hearts, and melted and 
softened their souls, under these sweet heams the 
Lord hath drawn them nea.er the torrid zone. 
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Christ did not finish the work of our redemption 
at the extremities of the earth, either north or 
south, but nearer the centre, that sinners might 
look to Calvary from all the ends of the earth 
and be saved. I have long travailed in pain for 
thee, my son, and I hope I shall shortly see the 
blessed effects of it. When God restores comfort 
to Ephraim, he will not forget his mourners. I 

expect great things at L ; not a spurious 

race of hypocrites, not a mingled seed, nor such 
as are clothed with strange apparel. God hath 
planted thee wholly a right seed, and thine off- 
spring will be like thyself; it jvill be like people, 
like priest. Such, and only such, are the blessed 
of the Lord, and their offspring with them. The 
nearer they come to the sun, the better they will 
understand me; and when you and I begin to see 
clearly eye to eye, they will perceive that we 
speak the same things, and walk in the same 
steps. This beginning work of bursting the bands 
and breaking the yokes, will be attended with a 
spirit of jealousy and emulation among them, 
which will provoke very many; many will be 
gathering round these children of light, to inquire 
and examine who hath opened their eyes; and 
many will see these men upon whose bodies the 
fire had no power, and the sound of these things 
will spread abroad, while Sanballat and Tobiah 
will be much cast down in their own eyes, per- 
ceiving that this work is done of the Lord. Those 
intruding visiters, of which thou complainest, arc 
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spme of the old inhabitants of the land : " Judab 
could not drive them out of the vallies, because 
they had chariots of iron." Thou mayest al times 
bring them under, and thou mayest chase them 
out of sight by prayer, and drive them into their 
holes; but I am afraid, after all thy labour and 
toil, that these heathens will come into the sanc- 
tuary of the Lord; " That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit;" this sinful self must be denied daily, 
this part of the cross must be taken up and borne: 
" When I would do good, evil is present with me." 
When God answers prayer in the joy of our hearts, 
or gives us an answer of peace, we have no doubt 
but God regards us; but when we travail and 
labour in soul and body, seeking his kingdom, 
and the welfare of his subjects, till he burn the 
clothes from our backs for our pains, this is not 
so easily accounted for. " 1 am come down/' 
saith God, " to deliver Israel;" but the double tusk 
of bricks, the cruel mandates of the court, the 
stripes of the taskmasters, and the withdrawment 
of straw, was such a deliverance as puzzled Moses 
himself not a little. Job was a man that feaied 
God with all his heart, and he wished to do it 
with all his house; and, lest his children should 
sin against God, he sent and sanctified them, and 
ofi^ercd a sacrifice every morning, according to 
the number of them all; and he continued at this 
till a wind from the wilderness smote the house 
and killed them all together, " By terrible things 
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in righteousness wilt thou answer us, O God of 
our salvation!*' Burning the coats grumbled in 
my heart not a little; but Aaron held his peace. 

Feb. a, 1797. W. H. S.S. 



LETTER LXVIII. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

R£V. SIR, 

It has been on my mind to write to you several 
times, but thinking your time was much taken 
up in the ministry has caused me to delay; and 
knowing that you are an instrument in God's 
band, by the love, joy, power, and peace, that my 
soul has felt and enjoyed in reading your writings, 
and in sitting under your preaching, from the 
hand of the Lord, this causes me to send yon 
these few lines. 

About fourteen years ago I was convinced, by 
a dream, that I had awfully sinned against God, 
and in my distress I promised never to sin any 
more; but soon broke my promise, and went on 
in sin, with my conscience accusing me daily for 
it. From this time forward I had the dread of 
future punishment continually on my mind. 

About twenty years of age, when under great 
feajr and torment, I had a fresh discovery of my 
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sins, I saw all the sins that I ever committed in a 
trance; this. was attended with an intolerable bur- 
den ; but I promised, if God spared me, never to 
sin more: but when my strength was recovered I 
took to a worse course than ever, for I got into 
wicked company, and took to drinking, in order 
to dpown the thoughts of hell torments; I tried 
to harden my conscience against all fear, and 
went on in this course for three or four years. 
Soon after this I was married, and, having a 
family coming on, I left my old companions and 
took to hard labour, with nothing but the thoughts 
of hell and damnation on my mind all the day 
long, and the devil tempting me to put an end to 
my life; but hearing these words often whispered 
to my mind, " Flee from the wrath to come," I 
thought the minister of the church must know if 
there was any way for me to escape; and the 
reason that I did not know, was because I attended 
so carelessly. I went to church, resolved not to 
let any word slip of what the minister said; but, 
alas! he said nothing about my case. And as the 
people who attended seemed to know nothing 
about soul-trouble, I went there no more, but took 
to searching of books, and out of an old prayer- 
book I learnt many prayers, and said them when 
I was under trouble, mourn ipg over my hard fate 
with tears: this I called repentance; but God 
shewed me, in a dream, the epd of the world, and 
Christ coming in the clouds of heaven; 1 looked 
to my repentance for refuge, but that was of no 
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avail, for the mouth of the bottomless pit broke 
open just where I stood; this made tny bondage 
to increase, so that I thought the earth was not 
strong enough to bear me up under my burden. 
I went to hf ar B. H. preach, and his confidence I 
took for faith, which soon lifted me up till my 
head touched the clouds. Soon after this I fell 
into sin, and this brought distress on my mind 
again, and I tried to believe the promise according 
to what B. H. preached; but I could not believe, 
for all my supposed faith was swept away. I 
was under sore temptations, such as no tongue 
can express; there was no character to be com-r 
pared with me in God's word, except that of 
Legions; the guilt of my sin was upon me; Satan 
plose to my heels all day long, so that I was afraid 
to look behind me; the thoughts of my heart 
were such, that I was forced to hold my mouth 
with all my might, lest it should break out in 
such blasphemy that the people would have me 
confined in a madhouse: but finding that God 
spared me, I cried earnestly to him for mercy, 
and that with tears; and Satan would tell me, 
that Esau sold his birthright, and afterwards 
sought the blessing with tears, but found no place 
pf repentance, &c. ; and I had taken hold of the 
gospel, and looked back and sinned against the 
Jloly Ghost, and there was no forgiveness for 
me. There is no tpngtie can express what I felt 
at this time. One night as I was alone reading 
^he passage where the Lord is saying, ** I wjll be 
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a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory 
in the midst of them;" this fire I took to be hell 
fire, and thought that it would devour me before 
morning: this drove me to cry to the Lord for 
mercy, and Christ appeared before my under- 
standing with his pierced side, and I saw that he 
was bruised for my sinsj and look which way I 
would he was still before me, and all my sins were 
separated from me: this filled my soul with love, 
joy, and peace; this enabled me and caused me to 
mourn over him whom I had pierced by my sins, ab- 
hor myself, and repent in dust and ashes; at the 
same time my affections were in heaven, and these 
words were put in my inind, " I never will leave 
5-ou, nor forsake you;" and in this love I walked 
many wteeks, and soon began to fear that my old 
friend *♦*• was not born again, for he described 
nothing of the plague of the human heart, nor of 
the chastisements of God, or the path of tribula-r 
tion; and in ans\yer to prayer the Lord discovered 
this more and more to me, which broke off all 
our acquaintance, and he cast out my name a$ 
evil, that others should not believe what I said 
concerning his faith ; but, as I could hear none 
but legal preachers, my soul was soon brought 
into bondage again, and this led me to backsliding, 
and evpry snare that Satan laid was a trap to my 
feet,' and I was brought again under the law, and 
that worked wrath in me. I heard talk of you. 
Sir, and your books, but my old friend said that 
)ie and you \yere exactly alike in experience, 
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therefore I would not permit any of your writings 
to come into my house, till I heard a person read 
your Bank of Faith; this caused me to think that 
I had been fighting against a true faith, for this 
appeared, to me very different from my old friend s 
faith. 

Soon after this I was coming to London, and 
was under sore temptations to disbelieve my son- 
ship; this caused me to seek the Lord by prayer, 
and he gave me fresh manifestations of his love. 
I asked the Lord to bring you into the pulpit 
with some text of scripture respecting the moral 
law, and he really answered my prayer, for you 
spoke from, these words, " The law of the wise is 
a fountain of life to depart from the snares of 
death." Under this discourse I saw that my soul 
was in bondage, and that I was left there, that 
Solomon's words might be fulfilled in me, " The 
backslider in heart shall be filled with his own 
wavs." And this I had to the full after I returned 
home, and was forced to leave my old place where 
I used to hear, and try other ministers, but found 
no satisfaction under them. 

At another time, a little before I was coming 
to London, I heard three different preachers handle 
this text of scripture, ^*But his mouth is most 
sweet, yea, he is altogether lovely;" but I got no 
satisfaction from what they said. This drove me 
to prayer in the fields, ^nd I asked the Lord to 
let me hear you preach from the same text on the 
Tuesday evening following, at Monkwell street; 
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and the Lord answered me, for you preached from 
the same words, and I found it a Bethel to my 
soul. 

At another time, under sore distress, I was at 
prayer in the woods, and the Lord broke in upon 
my soul afresh with his lovingkindness and tender 
mercy; my faith was in exercise, and I set this as 
a criterion. That if the Lord would let me hear 
you on the next sabbath-day on sanctification, that 
I then would believe that what my soul had past 
under was a work of God's grace ; and you spake 
from these words, ^' Sanctify them through thy 
truth, thy word is truth:'* I wondered at this, as 
you knew nothing of me. On the next Tuesday 
evening I heard you froni the 1 1 th of the Revela-^ 
tions, and the Lord set my soul at liberty from 
legal bondage. Oh! the condescension of Jesus 
to hear and answer the prayer of so ungrateful a 
wretch as me! when you, Sir, little thought for 
whose sake your texts werp given. No tongue 
can express the love, joy, and peace, I have en- 
joyed in the presence of God under your preaching; 
1 never heard you preach but what there was some- 
thing impressed on my mind which gave lasting 
satisfaction to my sOul. 

I have heard that you are coming to Bolney. 
There are a few people that desire the sincere milk 
of the word, and I have asked the Lord to bring 
you to us in God's strength, that j^ou may sepa- 
rate the vile from the precious, and be as God's 
piouth: jny soul is on the \yatch to hear what tlie 



Digitized by 



Google 



316 

Lord will speak to tne by his servant. Mr. J 

has been made very useful in the hands of the 
Lord in labouring amongst us ; we have no other 
preacher near us who is any further than in the let- 
tej-y and I bless God there has not been one of 
them hid from my eyes since I heard you on the 
Revelations. I know you are a man in whom the 
Spirit of God dwells, and if I am worthy of an 
answer, let me hear from you as soon as time will 
permit. If you knew how my soul is knit to you 
in love, it would cause you to look over my blots, 
and pardon me for troubling you. My prayer is, 
that the Lord may bless you, and make you useful 
to his people. I remain, the least of all God's 
saints, 

M. B. 



LETTER LXIX. 
To Mr. M. R. Bolney. . 

]^£LOV£D OF GOD, AND DEAR BROTHER IN 
CHRIST, 

Thine epistle came safe to hand. The contents 
are, " Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace 
?,nd good will towards men.'' It is truly an ori 
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gini^l, an exact copy of the hand-writing within^ 
written with the finger of God dn the fleshly ta- 
bles of thine heart, which hath made thee a liv- 
ing epistle known and read of all men. And God 
hath added his seal to the hand-writing; for it was 
attended with a great degree of assurance, which 
ratifies and confirms the truth of the gospel upon 
the soul, and seals it up to the day of redemption, 
which is to us a pledge and an earnest of the fu- 
ture inheritance ; you may call it the firstfruits of 
the Spirit, and of that glory which shall be re- 
vealed in us. 

The tidings are choice, sweet and precious. I 
knew the voice as soon as the sound of thy saluta- 
tion reached my heart; for it is an echo of the 
voice of .the Son of God reflected from an adopted 
child; a witness on earth, resounding from the re- 
cords of heaven, proclaiming another branch of 
his work done, which is to purify the sons of Levi, 
that they may bring a pure offering in righteous- 
ness; and is a confirmation of the faithful saying, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners. 

The smell of my son is as the smell of a field 
which the Lord hath blessed. He whose garments 
smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia, hath visited him, 
and virtue is gone out of him; from hence came 
the odour, unction, and the sweet savour, which 
are emitted from a manifestation of himself; which 
makes his name as ointment poured forth : and the 
ointment of thy right hand will soon betray itself. 
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Tlie cup of salvation hath its peculiar overflowings, 
and the words of wisdom are a flowing brook, he- 
Cause the spring of the waters of life cannot be 
confined: " Spring up, O well! Sing ye unto it;" 
and well we may, seeing it shall spring up within 
us into everlasting life. 

Thou art not the first poor man, my son, who 
hath had the sad hap to fall among thieves: they 
may strip us and wound us, but they cannot kill 
us quite; they are obliged to leave us as soon as 
we are half dead, that the good Samaritan may 
display his skill. Gilead is never without a phy- 
sician, nor yet without balm ; and therefore the 
health of God's elect must be recovered, that 
they may bear witness to the truth; ye are my 
witnesses. 

I know of no worse trap to a wounded spirit 
than a minister of the letter, who holds the truth 
in unrighteousness; a doctrine of the gospel in his 
mouth deceives the simple; and a hard heart de- 
ceives himself, and drives him into rash presump- 
tion : such cannot allure, but through the lust of 
the flesh and much wantonness; nor can they en- 
courage, but by arrogance and ignorance. Blind 
zeal, legal pride, self conceit, and vain confidence 
are communicated by too too many, which in the 
end is sure to make sad work for conscience ; for 
it is no less than fuel to feed the furnace of afflic- 
tion, or else a worse furnace; But it is by such 
men that the contrary part are made manifest, and 
the precious separated from the vile, for, " He 
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that feareth God shall come forth of them all;'* 
but the sinner shall be taken by them. All that 
come to us in this way, before Christ takes up his 
abode in the heart, are thieves and robbers, but 
the sheep will not hear them when once the 
sheep's nature is given to them; for when the shep* 
herd's voice of mercy, life, pardon, and peace, 
comes to be felt, enjoyed, and understood, then 
farewell to Lo here, and lo there. After this all 
preaching must agree with the unction within, and 
if any man teach us not as that anointing teacheth 
us, we need no such teachers, because their word 
contradicts the Spirit's work; they are altogether 
out of the secret, the mystery is hid from them, 
and the matter is not perceived by them. Never- 
theless, we may say with Paul, that by all things 
we are instructed ; for by these we find out what the 
scriptures mean by lamps without oil, wells without 
water, and clouds without rain. If the Almighty 
did not set such characters before us, we should not 
so well understand his portraits; but by comparing 
the one with the other we find out feigned faith, vain 
confidence, empty gifts, dissembled love, and learn 
to distinguish between the sheep-skin and the 
wolf that wears it; and when the Lord discovers 
them to us, it is a hint given that we may with* 
draw from them in whom we perceive not the lips 
of wisdom, nor even meddle with them that are 
given to change: besides, it teaches us to prize a 
faithful friend the more. Many believed on the 
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Saviour upon the sight of his miracles, but be did 
not commit himself to them, he took them not 
into his privy council, nor did he open one secret 
to them, or make free with them, *' For he knew 
all men, and he knew what was in man." More- 
over, among his own disciples he had one which 
is called the disciple whom Jesus loved; with 
whom, perhaps, he might with more freedom con- 
verse, and who outlived all the others, and was 
the only one who died a natural death; all the 
rest suffered martyrdom. Choose your company, 
and when you find one after your own heart, 
value him; but, above all, endeavour to keep up 
communion and fellowship with that friend that 
loveth at all times, and who sticketh closer 
than a brother. Wisdom is the principal thing, 
embrace her, and hold her fasti "She shall be 
an ornament of grace to thine head, a crown 
of glory shall she deliver to thee ;'* her ways arc 
Vays of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace* 
Yea, amidst a thousand storms she keeps the soul 
Jn heavenly tranquillity; she improves every dis- 
appointment, loss, and cross, to our advantage; 
sets us down under the same experiences and 
sensations of the saints of old; moves us from 
one covenant view to another, from one enlarge- 
ment to another, from stage to. stage, and from 
strength to strength, till our souls take up their 
various lodgments in the same resting-places of 
those who are gone before, and who, through faith 
and patience, inherit the promises. These arc 
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the footsteps of the flock. When the apostles 
had been for some time favoured with the pleasing 
and happy enjoyment of one branch of the Sa- 
viour^s work, they came into soul-trials, which 
brought them out into another. In this way those 
great champions fulfilled their ministry, and their 
flocks, following them, finished their warfare: 
their leaders brought forth, out of the Lord's 
treasures, things new and old; and their followers 
found their portion of meat in due season. 

Dear brother (so I call you, though unknown), 
adieu* 

Church street, P^ddington. • W. H. 



LETTER LXX. 
To the Rev. Mr. J. 



REV. SIR, 

I THANK my kind friend for his last, and hope 
ever to remember him in my poor petitions, when 
the heavenly aid of the kind and dear Comforter 
shall be upon me in that blessed privilege. My 
poor, leaky, and weatherbeaten vessel, is fallen 
into a certain creek where two seas meet; I mean 
the treachery and malice of pretended friends, 
and the scorn and contempt of open foes. Had 
it been an enemy, or one that hated me, I could 
VOL. xiir. r 
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have borne it, or hid myself from him; but coun- 
sellors, guides, companions, familiar friends, with 
whom I have walked to the house of God in com- 
pany, are among the conspirators; and those who 
have eaten bread with me have lifted up the heel 
against me. But my dear Master himself went 
through this part of the path of tribulation, and 
we must follow his steps. Much soul-travail, 

• hard study, wearisome nights, daily prayers, and 
many tears, have been my exercise for the good 
of their souls, who now hate me for attempting 
to undeceive them, and pluck them from the 
hand of the artful fowler. I know the terrors of 
the Lord, nor am I ignorant of the consequences 
that will follow this revival x)f the old cause which 
was once pleaded "kt the waters of strife. They 
have been too well fed, their souls begin to loath 
the manna, the honeycomb, and the feast of fat 
things; these are become too common: and sure 
1 am that God will proclaim a fast to these, he 
will turn them out of the vineyard, and separate 
them from the comfortable presence of the living 
Vine: all smiles of the Bridegroom shall be taken 
from them, and then shall they fast in those dftys; 
they want husks, wine mixed with water, and 
these stolen, for only such are sweet to them. 

•They have sent for the impostor up, and I am 

• glad of it; for the hand of God shall be known 

• toward bis servants, and his indignation toward 
his enemies. God shall give them thdr own 

• way, and they shall be fitted mth their own 
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dfivices; "For the turning away of the simple 
sliall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall 
destroy them." 

Some have been ^uch grieved at my pros- 
perity; they could not endure to see God spread 
a table for me in the midst of mine enemies, 
though, I believe, I might have cried, My lean- 
ness! My leanness! long enough, if God had 
raised me up no better supporters than these who 
are now in the tents of Korah. They would wish 
me to take my bread out of the thorns, or cut up 
juniper- roots for my meat; but they that would 
muzzle the ox, shall feed the wolf; for it is but 
just that those who would starve them that wait 
at the altar, should be left to spend money for 
that which is not bread, and their labour for that 
which satisBeth not. Christ will have no neutrals 
where he comes. If the Jewish sanhedrim cannot 
afford the Saviour a winding sheet, they shall 
give large money to the soldiers to obscure his 
resurrection from the dead. 

In such cases as this there is no conferring 
with flesh and blood; carnal reason and unbelief 
would be for cursing the day in which it was 
said, there is a man-child conceived; or else, 
« Wo is me, my mother, that thou hast born me 
a man of strife and contention to^all the earth;'' 
this brings nothing in, but there is a deal of it 
conceived in the heart. But no way so safe, so 
good, so pleasing to God, as pouring it out before 
his throne; hourly conceptions of this sort have 
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furnished me with hourly burdens for the shoulders 
of ftiy great Deliverer ; bless him for ever, who, 
in this valley of Achor, gives us a door of hope. 
You may see where I have* been, and where I 
now am; frail nature hath got her arguments and 
pleas id us all; the great Captain shewed this: 
" I looked for some to take pity, but there was 
none; and for comforters, but I found none: they 
gave me gall for my meat, and in my thirst they 
gave me vinegar to drink:" and we must taste 
the bitter cup, as well as the cup of salvation. 
This is the third time that I have been tn perils 
among false brethren. The first was at Woking, 
in Surry, through the instrumentality of a minister 
of Satan; that was the longest and sorest trial 
that 1 had met with since my release from Sinai. 
I was then a young father in Christ, and too fond 
of my children, and therefore violence and cruelty 
were used, both by the false and true brethren; 
the former influenced the latter: but this was 
appointed, that my affections might be beat oft* 
by violence, and soon after I was ordered to Lon- 
don. But if that cruel usage had not come upon 
me, I should have come to London like a silly 
dove without a heart; but the children I had 
swaddled the enemy carried away; so that I was 
ready to fondle any that the Lord should give 
me elsewhere. 

At Richmond I had a little more fishing in 
tliese troubled waters; but we must arise and 
depart, for this is notour rest, it is polluted. I 
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was in hopes that the greatest partt>f the burden 
and heat of the day was over; but evil days and 
wearisome nights are the lot of them who labour 
in the word and doctrine. Let me lay a little 
of this weight upon thy shoulders, and fail not to 
bring me forth in thy petitions; for God knows it 
is for the hope of Israel that I am entangled in 
these briars. Remember my bonds. 

Cburch-ttreet^ Paddington. W. H. 



LETTER LXXL 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

H7 £V£R DEAR AND MUCH HONOURED FRIEND, 

I HAVE received and read your last favour, and 
am not a little astonished at what you tell me. In- 
deed 1 can see where you are, and do sympathize 
too with you from my heart; and though I am not 
able to give you any help, yet my poor prayers 
are in your present calamity; and I believe the 
Lord has of late set you much on my heart, nor 
have I the least doubt but that he will bring you 
through all this with a high hand. 

I have a great desire te turn comforter: how- 
ever this I will venture to say, th&t your late jour- 
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ney was confrivcd by infinite wisdom; and what- 
ever they are who have their hands in it, it will 
be found to be ^ne of the all things that shall 
work, not only for your own good, but for the 
good of hundreds besides; and I caa see, with half 
an eye, that Satan will be the greatest Idser by it at 
the long run; for I know that his wiles will be 
further discovered, and that himself will be closer 
pursued: and at every step of ground he loses my 
soul M'ill rejoice, for I hate him with a perfect 
hatred. 

I cannot read this letter M'ithout being filled 
with indignation. Lord, how long wilt thou suf- 
fer hypocrites, liars, impostors, and devils, to pros- 
per! and the just to see iniquity and look at griev- 
ance, and suffer spoiling and violence to remain 
before them ! What shall we say to all these things? 
This I will say, that I do not now wonder that the 
Lord's <lealings puzzle such a poor creature of the 
night as I am, when they try those whom he so 
dearly loves, those who have had s6 much of his 
secrets, and such as he has instructed with so 
strong a hand. Many times has my heart heaved 
against him for fevouring those whom I know at 
the same time he hates, and continuing to frown 
upon them whom he knows love his truth, his 
cause, his people, and his name. Now it staggers 
me when I think how that arrogant and presumptu- 
ous hypocrite could write such a book against you. 
It is a testimony against his own soul ; the in- 
fernal hatred of his heart recorded by his own 
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liand : sure I am he is gone beyond the bounds of 
fear. And here I am tumbling and stumbling in 
the dark| and cannot get the use of any of my fa- 
culties; I cannot, if I was to die, commit to paper 
what I se% and what I conceive in my thoughts. 
But the devil helps his own children; and I am as 
sure, as there is a God in heaven, that he will 
damn that hypocrite, if he lives and dies in his 
present state. 

I do earnestly pray the Almighty (if I am to 
live lotiger in the world than you) that^ when your 
head is laid in the grave, I may never afterwards 
go to London; but that he would hide me in some 
country place near a wood, give me food and rai- 
ment, and make me useful in my little sphere to 
some poor and simple people. This is my wish 
and desire, and never to be stationed where Sa- 
tan's seat is. 

When will it be convenient for me to spend a 
few days with you? I hope you will favour me 
with a line in the course of next week; and if your 
mind and circumstances are at liberty, tell me 
when I may come; if not, I will wait till they are. 

The Lord be with you, bless and strengthen 
you for the work he has cut out for you. He 
surely will; himself has promised it, and he has 
done it, and will do it to the end. This is the 
prayer of him who sincerely loves you, and who 
owes himself to you. 

Lewes, Jones, 1796. J. J. 
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LETTER LXXII. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

REV. SIR, 

1 AU^ this morning, February 22, at Ninfield, and 
am now thinking what company there will^be to- 
morrow at the Doctor's house. I wish I could be 
there among them. My heart is there; and if I 
had but a pair of wings, I would drop in upon them 
early in the morning; but I am doomed to wander 
in the wealds of Sussex, and have no power to 
come out of this wilderness. I cannot get as far 
as the metropolis. Nothing is to be heard in this 
country now, but the landing of the French. 

They are all in an uproar. When I left L , 

the town was in a commotion. Several farmers' 
waggons were pressed, &c. &c. This had spread 
such a rumour, that several were ready to set off; 
others reported that the French fleet stood off 
Brighton. I know not what the Almighty is 
about to do, but I cannot believe, somehow, that 
he will suffer the French now to land. You know 
he himself defeated their late attempt, and he is 
able yet to do it again. I have found lately power 
and liberty in my spirit to plead with him, and he 
suffered me to put in my plea with boldness, an4 
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I thought it was a strong one. The shepherd^s 
care is never more conspicuous than at the time 
of yeaning; wolves and dogs are th6n particularly 
guarded against; and you know there is a little of 
this work going on now in England; here is a few, 
and though but a few, his promise is, to gather 
them with his arms, and to lead gently those that 
are with young. But if we are to have their go- 
vernment, they will not then be led gently. I can 
see what we ar^ to expect, by the sample before 
me. But it is said they will give liberty to all. 
This I do not doubt: they will give liberty to every 
one to knock his neighbour on the head, if he 
should stand in his way. And doubtless they will 
give full liberty to Deists, Atheists, Socinians, 
Arians, Papists, Arminians, and Libertines; but 
the free Spirit of Jesus they will never sufler to 
have his liberty, if they can prevent it; this they 
hate worse than the devil himself. From their go- 
vernment may Heaven save us all! I hope he yet 
will. It may not be too late; if all join in this 
business, who knows what we can do? Have you 
the subject on your mind? and have you any 
thing to propose on it? If you have, I wish to 
hearken to it. 

I have some good news to tell you yet. I have 
seen some looking out of darkness since***. My 

dear friend M. S is getting out, and hath 

shaken himself from thedust This is true, indeed: 
and I see it is in answer to many prayers. I have 
wrestled hard for him, and I shall have him. He 
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has been long in wrath and bitterness, but the oil 
is come down. 

J. J. 



LETTER LXXIII. 
To the Rev. J. J. 



REV. SIB, 



If I am not mistaken, there is such a place in 
Sussex as Ninfield stocks; I hope my dear friend 
is not detained there. In his last the poor wea- 
ther-beaten bark appeared to be almost ready to 
double the cape, but these' tidings come from a 
colder climate; however, he will not go to 
the bottom for want of an anchor, nor ashore for 
want of a cable. The aspect of things in the pre- 
sent day is very gloomy, and it pleases God to 
keep us much in the dark about his great designs ; 
yet we cannot say that there is to more any pro- 
phet, or that we see not our signs, or favourable 
tokens, though it is most certain that there is none 
among us that knoweth how long. Tliat Antio- 
chus was a type of the man of sin, I have no 
doubt; and even the three years and a half of 
Israels sufferings under him, is brought in by the 
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evangelist John, and is explained by weeks of 
years; which prophetic term of 1260 years, in 
which Zion is to remain in her obscurity, the pro- 
phets to preach in sackcloth, and antichrist to 
reign, is attended with many difficulties. The 
conception of antichrist near the centre of the apos- 
tolic age, the working of the mystery of iniquity 
near the close of it, the manifestation and open 
appearance of the man of sin, must be considered 
in several distinct periods, and where to date his 
rise from, I know not; whether from his first ap- 
pearance, or from his first war with the saints; how- 
ever the time of his continuance is plain enough. 
Many good men have fixed the timcof his execu- 
tion, but he has passed the time that they have 
appointed; they have erred in the time, but not 
in the thing; and perhaps this may have been per- 
mitted, in order to harden them the more, that 
they may conclude that the effect of every vision 
is prolonged, that the joy of the hypocrite may 
be heightened, their carnal security completed, 
the scat of violence brought near, the evil day put 
far away, and she boast, I sit as a queen, and pro- 
phesy nothing but peace and safety— ^when, in one 
hour, her judgment comes. Moreover, the east- 
em and oar way of reckoning years differ not a 
little, as far as I can conceive; and as for the so- 
lar and lunar systems, I know but little of, and 
though I find a great itching after these things, 
yet the daily labour that falls to my share forbids 
it; and when I fain would make nine days a-week, 
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to dive after these things in the nighty when the 
hired labourer calls the time his own; yet here also 
I meet with another let, and that is, my eyes wax 
dim, and threaten me with total darkness, if I do 
not allow them to shut up shop at one o^clock in the 
morning, and I must insist upon pulling the shut- 
ters down by five or six at the farthest. The times 
and seasons the Father has put in his own power, 
and it is not for us to know them, unless he 
should be pleased to reveal them, as he did in 
some particulars to Daniel. At the end the vi- 
sion shall speak; fulfilling the prophecies is unseal^ 
ing the book; and when we can compare the pro- 
phecy and the accomplishment together, the vi- 
sion speaks plain, so that he who runs may read it. 
It is thought by many, that as Antiochus spread 
his pavilion between the Mediterranean and the 
Dead Sea, so his antitype will erect his tabernacle 
in Britain, which is between the seas also; and the 
present face of things appear to countenance the 
conjecture. However, the hour of temptation 
must come upon all that are called Christians, to 
try them; which perilous hour to the righteous 
will be the last triumph of their great oppressor, 
and lead on to his final ruin: yet I cannot be 
brought to believe but what there is upwards of 
sixty years to run out before that son of perdition 
goes to his own place. In these times we must be 
constant in seeking the Lord, and in walking and 
keeping close to him: seek mercy, seek righteoua- 
ness ; it may be we shall be hid in the day of the 
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Lord's fierce anger. He counsels us to hold fast 
both his gospel and our profession of it: ^' Hold 
fast till I come:" and again, ^^ Because thou hast 
kept the word of my patience, I also will keep 
thee from the hour of temptation which shall come 
upon all the world to try them." We are in the 
hands of a good ally when we walk with God in 
peace and equity, and hold the mystery of faith 
in a pure conscience; these are no small support in 
the field of battle. 

For about six or seven months before the war 
broke out, I was sorely exercised both day and 
nighty and all about approaching calamities; there 
was nothing uppermost in ray mind, nor before 
my eyes, but distress and trouble. At last, in a 
vision of the night, I saw two armies on a large 
plain, and I was set to watch their motions and to 
carry tidings : I saw them engaged, and ran with 
tidings; and, to my astonishment,! saw a very high 
stone wall between me and the field of action. 
Soon after I had another awful sight, several small 
rivers filled with dead men slain in battle. And 
about sixteen months ago, or thereabouts, going 
to bed full of thought about the present times, the 
moment I awaked a voice spoke inwardly to my 
heart, * This is the hour of temptation;' but from 
whence it came I must leave, though I really 
thought it came from the great Shepherd. After 
I had been exercised with six or seven months sore 
travail, I came forth from those imaginary pains 
(no less painful than real) with much submission 
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And quietude, and in a measure fortified, to meet 
what may be expected ; as I well know that no 
poor creature upon earth has more enemies thau 
I have. I hope to meet thee daily at the mercy 
seat, and that in the unity of the faith ; and am 
not a little delighted with the good tidings of the 
poor Hebrews creeping out of their holes. Go 
on, the Lord is with thee ; and, to thy comfort, I 
tell thee that my success also is very great 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
his benefits. 

W. H. S. S. 



LETTER LXXIV. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington, 

Mr DEAR SIR, 

I MUST write a few lines to you to day, though I 
think I have but very little to tell you. I am not 
able to form any judgment of myself; nor do I 
know where I am, or what I am; a perishing sin- 
ner I certainly am, but whether my hope is true 
or false I do not know. I experience various 
changes: sometimes I am much oppressed with 
heaviness and darkness; feel a burden on my 
spirits ready to sink me; the plague of my heart, 
the confusion of my mind, the importance of the 
work, my incaj^city for it, and above all the 
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doubtful state of my soul, make me ready to wish 
that I never was bom. Under this weight I can 
hardly at times stand, and have often resolved to 
give up all; but again I am a little eased, and 
after this will follow two or three days^ respite; 
then I am at it again, and somehow find more 
strength than ever; this so encourages me, that 
I am ready to conclude that the worst is over, 
that the Lord gently leads me, and will by degrees 
bring me into his presence; but when my distress 
again returns, then I conclude that the bitterness 
of death is not yet passed, that I must go deeper 
than ever; the which, like a coward, I greatly 
dread, and yet want to know the worst. Some- 
times, especially of late, I have found my old 
crimes (in which I long indulged myself, and that 
against the rebukes of conscience) stirred up, and 
am haunted and harassed by them for days toge- 
ther, and greatly fear I shall one day fall. These 
things are bitter plagues to me; I have cried to 
the Lord against them, and, in answer to these 
poor petitions, he has abated their force, and has 
taken them away for weeks together; but now 
and then they will be shewing themselves again, 
as if they would let me know that they are. not 
dead; but I cry again,, and am helped: and I 
think the Lord's promise to Paul has, in some 
mieasure, been verified in me, viz. His. strength 
made perfect in my weakness ^ and at times I 
have been able to defy the devil, and tell him to 
his face that his labour is Ystin, that I shall not 
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fall; and the words of the Saviour to Peter have 
been often sweet to me, " I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not.'* If you recollect, I hinted 
at some of them to you the last time I was at 
your house, and you touched upon them in prayer 
before we parted, and God knows, I have not 
found the strength of them so much since; 
whereas, on my road to town, I never was so 
miserably harassed with them before. 

There is one thing, in a letter of yours to a 
young man, that I have often wished as well as^ 
you, viz. that it had pleased God to keep me from 
sin in the days of my youth. I then had a tender 
conscience; but bad company and evil practices 
hardened it; and a profession of religion, without 
the power of it, almost seared it: this served as a 
cloak to many things that conscience would not 
bear with in the days of my youth; and this I 
expect to rue as long as I live, and I am afr^d 
the sword will never depart from my house. 

Accounts abound with me of the books being 
much blessed to many. I believe they are read 
day and night, and I cannot find one that repents 
buying the book. Those letters between you 
and me I find are most perused 3'et, and indeed 
they seem as if they had received fresh courage 
from them, and arguments to reply against their 
adversaries. There is one thing you have said 
that they all witness to; viz. * that many have 
kept a jealous eye upon me, fearing that I should 
be enlarged, and they left bound.' This they all 
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confess with once consent; and if at any time I 
have gone a little higher than usual, then they 
have trembled: but is not this strange, that they 
should rather hear me stammering in my fetters, 
than preach the liberty of the gospel? But I must 
leave off, as I am going again to-day to work in 
the country, a poor workman, truly ! May the God 
of heaven bless you, and prosper you, is the hearty 
prayer of, 

Your much obliged friend, 

J.J. 



LETTER LXXV. 
To the B^ev. J. Jxitkins. 

R£V. SIRy 

bSy son is still alive, though he can form na 
judgment of hiiMself, and though he knows not 
where lie is; it is Abraham's path, my son, who 
obeyed, aib^cl went out, not knowing whither he 
went Chrisl will find the lost sheep, if it cannot 
find him; for he leads i)s in paths that we have 
9ot known. But wi^'UlMill I^MSpr both what he 
^pes, and where he leadd, here^rfter, when he 
Brakes darkness light before us, and crooke4 
^ings sQw^t. If my son knows where he '^. 
aiid what W i^f he cannot be lost 

' The oil ofjoy is promised for a spirit of heavi* 

Vol. xiit. z 
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ilessy light t6 the blind, rest for the heavy ladeHV 
a physician for the plague^ order for confusion, 
a mouth and wisdom for the ministry, and divine 
sufficiency for tlicm that kiKW they are not suffix* 
cient for these things. But this poor child of 
mine dreams of all-sufficiency in himself; looking 
136 the hills from whence comcth ©ur help, and to 
thfe Lord for grace and strength, in every time of 
need, seems to be too dazzling a prospect for hi*' 
near sight* 

Never resolve either to give all up, or hold alt 
fast; for thou canst do neither. " I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people," is the lan- 
guage of the better covenant from end to end, 
and shall stand fast from everlasting to everlasting, 
let men's resolutions be what they may. Job, in 
the furnace, possessed the iai<juity of his youth as 
well as you. Nathan told David, " God hath put 
away thy sin;" and yet he laboured and cried 
long under the venom and guilt of it It is one 
thiiag for God to view my cri»es cancelled by 
the Surety, and it is another thing for him to let 
me feel and enjoy it. Jealousy offerings were to 
bring iniquity to light; inquisitions mast be made^ 
and iniquity searched out, and found to be hate- 
ful, and we must suffer under a sense of them^ 
and smart for ihem^ that we may remember our 
affliction and our misery,* the wormwood and the- 
gall; that we may have a sympathy for the Saviour, 
and feel, in a small degree, his intolerable suffer- 
ings, for us; this^ under the influence of grace^ 
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maked the conscience tender, excites gratitude, 
and fills the soul with pious grief when we offend 
him, or hear others dishonour him. There is a 
peculiar mark of protection set upon such as sigh 
and cry for their own sins, atid for the abomina- 
tions that are done in the land, and such shall not 
fall in the common destruction. 

To quit ourselves like men, to resist tiie devil 
steadfast in the faith, and give no ground to him, 
well becomes every soldier that God has armed. 
And to defy him, and tell him to his face that 
his labour is in .vain, is doubtless a very heroic 
act in luy son. ^* Nevertheless, rejoice not in 
di^is; but rather rejoice because thy name is writ- 
ten in heaven." 

It doubtless is a peculiar favour, like Joseph 
and Timothy, to be called young; their cords 
and yokes are not so strong as ours, nor may their 
old vices ply the(n so close and' hard as ours do; 
y^t we are the greatest debtors to grace. 

It is not strange at all, my son, that the flocH 
chooses rather to hear you stammering in your 
fetters, than to preach liberty. If they were free, 
they would like to hear of freedom ; but to see 
Naphtali a hind let loose, while Issacfaar crouches 
down between two burdens, is, like Joseph's many^- 
coloured coat, a provocation to jealousy; and who 
can rest contented when scorched with so velier 
ment a flame? 

I have no doubt but the reproach and slander 
ca8.t upon thee, will sprend abroad the r^fpprj pf 
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tbe good hud of God upon thee, while the oinf^ 
ment of thy right hand will betray itself. 

When the pulpits in London were ringing 
perpetud peals against antinomianism and a bad 
spiriti they rung so many bees down to my hive, 
that we were obliged to spend twelve hundred 
pounds to enlarge it The place is too strait for 
us now ; and there are many that are willing to 
go again to Jordan to fetch beams, if we had but 
ground to lengthen the cords upon. However, 
God*s woid shall have free course, it shall run 
and be glorified, and accomplish tbe end for which 
it is sent We must dare to be singular, and not 
say a confederacy. These combinations and con* 
nections consist, not of evangelists, but spies; 
and those who wish jto be thought men of candour 
will not resist ; so /that the trudi of the gospel 
cmitinues with bui; few; nor are these kept in 
joints and bands by truth, love, and gospel sim« 
plicity^ but by policy; not in defence of the 
power of godliness, but against it; to eclipse 
every heavenly ray, and quench every living coal 
that comes from the altar of burnt-offering. Our 
souls must not come into their secret, unto their 
assembly we must not be united. Singularity in 
our day is breaking through the bounds of the 
&ar of man, which brings a snare. We shall not 
be drove to countenance this and tfart scheme, 
against light and conscience, to gratify Alexander 
the coppersmith; nor blunt the edge of God*s 
swt>M £»r fear of offending Diotrephes, who fighti 
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for pre-eminence. We must know no man after 
the flesh. It is true, we shall not pass for men 
of moderate principles, nor will our names be em* 
balmed with the sweet perfumes of candour and 
lenity; yqt we shall have the approbation of God, 
the power of his Spirit, the blessings of the golspel 
of peace, the testimony of an honest conscience, 
and shall be made manifest in the consciences of 
all good men, yea and wicked men too; and these 
are things that accompany salvation. 

My son, let me have joy of thee; give thy 
mind to rtaditig and study, be touch in private, 
watch the hand of God upon thee, and the lead-^ 
ings of his providence with thee; compare spiri- 
tual works within, with spiritual words in the 
book; and take heed to, and cleanse thy way by, 
that rule; indulge not sleep, lest thou come to 
poverty; open thine eyes, and thou shalt be satis- 
fied with bread; strive to enter in at the strait 
gate; that is the best entrance that is attended 
with the greatest difficulties, and that which is 
the hardest to get is the most valued when 
• obtained; every virtue that the hand of faith 
fetches from his fulness is an .inestimable gem, 
and an eternal trophy. My love to all that love 
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth; by 
all means the Lord be with thy spirit. 
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LEttER LXXVL 
To the Rev. Mr. Htti*tt>^«f oJir 

Ur DEAR SIR, 

Jjo you suppose that I have forgotten you? This, 
I am sure, can never be the case, if it was only 
for what I can get from you. I received your 
last favour In due time, though I have been so 
long before I acknowledged it. Sometimes I am 
declining somewhere, I know not where. I get 
into a sad labyrinth, hedged up in a wilderness, 
where I can hear nothing, see nothing, but mope 
about, and grope like the blind for the wall, and 
have no power to write, to think, nor so much as 
to pray; there is nothing dismal in this world, or 
in the world to come, but what I fear will come 
upon me, and then conclude if I did belong to 
the Lord it could not, nor would not be so; then 
again some unexpected relief, such as little indul-^ 
gence in prayer, when I can pour out my com^ 
plaints, and reflect on my baseness and awful 
rebellion; I begin to think how abominably vile 
I have acted, and how merciful the Lord has 
been ; and ought not I to bear all this, and much 
more, from him, without murmuring and repining, 
and let his Sovereign Majesty do with me as 
seemeth good in his sight? I am sensible that I 
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-liave BO claim upon him; I have forfeited his 
favour, and that for evermore, if he was to deal 
with me accjprding to his justice. I am tempted, 
at times, to nibble at his sovereignty; but the 
scriptures presently shut my mouth. What asto- 
nishes me as much as any thing, is the unexpected 
•enlargement I find sometimes in the pulpit, and 
that when I have been the whole day in fetters, 
and not a word opening in the Bible; this, at 
times, meekens and moJts my heart much, but I 
am sure to have it that night; for the devil hds 
kept me awake the greatest part of the night, 
and harasses n>e in a 4i*eadful manner, and if I 
fall asleep he terrifies me with dreams, so that I 
really have sometimes been temptt^d to let him 
'^lone for fear of him; but the next time the Lord 
gives me power, I have at him as bad as ever. 
• I can see your last dear enough, and I think 
I can see your design in writing it; which was, 
to Jet me know that I am not to e^rpect that the 
old man will either be killed or mended. I believe 
that he is incurable, and I think the devil dwells 
in him; and, I am sure, I hate them both with a 
perfect hatred, yet I have their company 'day and 
night; but it is sorely against my will. Your 
-case and mine, Sir, differ widely; Perfect love, 
you say, has cast out the fear of death, and k^eps 
it out. This I believe wkh respect to you, and 
can see it clear enough agf eeable to the word of 
' God, but it is not so with me; if I had "but this, 
I should fear nothing. I long for another epistle; 
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Jbring me along^ if I am coming along at alL 

God bless you^ &c/ . 

J. Jekkiks. 



LETTER* LXXVII. 
To the Rev. Mr. J£nkins^ 



It is truei my dear friend, I did think that I was 
out of sight and out of mind ; or, at least, the same 
devil that told you that I should write to you no 
more, bore the same lying testimony at Padding- 
ton. God knows how sorely I long after you in the 
bowels of Christ, and how thankful I am for every 
Tisitation of God to you. I have long indulged 
this confidence, that the Lord bath a great work 
for you to do^ and he is fitting thee for it The 
knowledge of sin and the law, of self and of Christ, 
of hypocrites and of saints, of profession iamd;pps- 
session, is absolutely nepessary to every one that 
IS a wcNrkman, who does the work of an evangelist^ 
and wbo rightly divides the word of trutli, and 
^ makes a difference between the dean and unclean, 
the vile aufd the precious. I know the Lord is with 
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thee, .thou art holpen'with a little help; hope 
works against despair, and counterbalances^ it, and 
we are saved by hope. Faith has got a fast hold 
of him; this is plain, by the violence used by sm 
and Satan against it; neither of which can make 
faith relinquish her hold; she will overcome the 
world by the Spirit's assistance, and by the help 
she brings from the Saviour; who will ever honour 
faith, because faith always honours him, and ex- 
cludes all boasting from the creature, by leading 
the sinner to rest alone in the finished woiic of our 
great Deliverer. Against this reliance alone oh 
Jesus proud nature argues and brings forth her 
strong reasons; at this she spurns, rebels, and op* 
poses herself, till her strength is exhausted, and 
the soul is bewildered, confounded, and befooled, 
insomuch that the sinner becomes a mystery and 
a riddle to himself, and knows nothing as he 
onght to know; and when this clay is taught to 
lie passive in the hand of the potter, it is. moulded 
into another vessel, as it seemeth good to the pot- 
ter to. make it 

I wonder not at thy unexpected enlargement in 
the pulpit; for when we enter upon this work self* 
debased, we are sure to be exalted; when many 
silent groans, tears, and petitions, have been poured 
out in secret, we are rewarded openly; when we 
appear self-emptied, his fulness is sufficient, and 
we find that our sufficiency is of God ; in our weak^ 
ness his strength is made perfect; and when we 
appear dumb men, in whose mouth are no reproofs, 
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then it is, " San of man, when I want thcc to 
speak I will open thy month;'' a door of utterance, 
is given, the- Spirit of our heavenly Father speak^ 
eth in us, and we ourselves are astonished, both 
at the matter, the manner, the fluency, and the 
fortitude. When we have been thus indulged, 
and we leave off full of power and energy, then 
we expect to cut a greater figure the next time; 
QXkdy in this confidence, we are minded to go unto 
them ; and if we are furnished with a text, and 
some tolemble views into it, this heightens our 
zeal, braces and equips us, and at it we go, full of 
self, self-dependance, and self-sufilciency. In the 
first prayer we find that we are more mighty in 
self than we are in vvord; and though the text and 
the heads be given out with some degree of bold- 
ness, yet when we come to explain them, that 
lock of hair wherein our great strength lay is cut 
off; we shake ourselves, but it is nothing but ^ 
k shatn or a banter, and the Philistine® themselves 
can see it. Our heads of discourse are half lost, 
for Satan has stole two parts out of three of that 
which we committed to memoiy. Soon after we 
lose sight of the text, and thea every thing that 
presents itself flies away from us; and in hunting 
after these views we lose ourselves, and thexi, like 
the hireling, we earnestly look for the shadow, not 
to get the reward of our work, for that is only 
shame and confusion of face ; and this sends us 
home as abashed and self abased as we went out in 
the morning; and we are more fit for the work 
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when the battle h over, than when we began the 
attack; for I often think that the second discourse 
19 a preparation for the third, or an emptying u% 
in order to another supply. 

I long much to see you. You see the hand of 
God against his and your enemies, and you know 
who maketh us to differ. God bless thee; write 
toon; ever thine. 

PaddiDgton. W^. ll. b. !!>. 



LETTER LXXVIII. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

^ Kir DEAR SIR, 

1 AM just come home from Mr. M. with whdm I 
dined yesterday, and heard your letter read, and 
from that I ventured to publish you last night at 
M. ; but now having received yours, I am <iuite 
confirmed and satisfied. Great are the expecta- 
tions, in town and country, of your coming, and glad 
they will be to be informed of it. I hope the coun- 
try air will be of great service to you after your 
late illness, to brace up your body, and that your 
ministry, under God, will brace and gird up the 
minds of many. 
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My soul rejoices to hear bote you liavc been 
enabled to prevail witb God on the behalf of that 
poor sinner; how good the Lord is! Oh! how 
Satan deals with us poor mortals! first gets us to 
sin against God, hardens our heart, and blinds 
our eyes, and we endeavour to hide our transgres- 
€ioAs in our bosom, and yet hope in a God all 
mercy; but when God cuts the cable of that an- 
chor, down we go, and then Satan knows it is his 
time to belabour us; and we rightly deserve it for 
giving heed to the father of lies. O ! how we have 
followed his lying vanities, and forsaken our own 
mercies! O! what long suffering has the Almighty 
^hewn, towards me especially, the vilest of the 
vile. I have feared often that the devil would kill 
me, if I did not kill myself; but I have found him 
a liar more than once* The Lord would send that 
scripture often to my mind, and though it was 
but a conditional one, yet it greatly supported me; 
^' Whoso confesseth and forsaketh his sins, shall 
find mercy/' I know he has heard me; but yet I 
am a mystery, I cannot understand myself If I 
receive a little lift, I think soon aftej: that I sink 
lower than ever. I never had such seasons in my 
life as I have had of late, and that was through a 
lew lines in your letter* I never had so much 
melting and shame on my knees before, so mueh 
enlargement, and S4ich a profuse flow in the pul- 
pit, as I had all day last sabbath ; I almost thought 
my fetters yr^^^ g^^'^t &^d so did the people { but 
I am, now, I think, darker and more shut v^ than 
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ever, atid of course more rebellious and situbbprn* 
O! when shall I be able to master unbelief, rebel- 
lion, and Satan! would to God I was delivered 
from them, and that I could but see their destruc- 
tion ; I would then rejoice more than all the con- 
querors in this world ever did. God Almighty 
bless you and preserve you long for our sake, is 
the sincere wish and prayer of your most obliged 
friend, 

J. Jenkins. 



LETTER LXXIX. 
To the Rev. J. Jenkins. 

jThe path of my son shines more and more; he 
goes from strength to strength; he makes straight 
paths for his feet, nothing lame appears to be turned 
out of the way; the Lord's way begins to be made 
knowa^tOrhim, which is his saving health among 
all natiom., 

Satan's threatezmig to kill my son, is a little 
like Goliath's defiance of David; he shouted vic- 
tory upon the brink of ruin, and Satan threatens 
ia the belly of hell ; but the Captain of our salva* 
tion has destroyed him that had the power of 
4eath by death, and triumphed over him in it. 
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and has led Captivity captive; and by an infinite 
satisfaction redeemed us from the hand of the ter*- 
riblc, and by an omnipotent power has, and will, 
wound that infernal head over divers countries. 
O! King of kings, and Lord of lords; ride forth, 
and ride prosperously, because of truth, meekness, 
and righteousness, which are so much wanted in 
the earth. 

No, no ; thou dost not sink lower than before : 
but every time that the glorious visitor withdraws 
these visitations which preserve our spirits, and 
which are attended with enlargement, sweetness, 
and glorious light ; which, when withdrawn, make 
the stocks in our apprehension more galling, the 
wormwood and gall more bitter, and the dark 
regions more dismal. These glorious changes 
are not to sink us lower, but to raise us higher; 
but the wonderful difference of the climate make 
our sensations the keener, which makes the cap- 
tive exile hasten that he may be loosed, and that 
he should not die in the pit, and his bread fail. 

The last sabbath, my son, was a good day; it 
was almost one of the days of the Son of man. 
These earnests, foretastes, and sweet morsels, 
sharpen the appetite, and make us pant for the 
living God, like the hart for the water brook. A 
few more of these changes, and then the door of 
hope will fly open, the prisoner will go forth, and 
he that sits in darkness will shew himself; and 
then every budding hope and expectation, every 
longing desire, every spiritual thought, faith. 
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bope> hearty and aii^ctions, will all be admitted 
to enter into the holy of holies, and even to, the 
right hand of God, where Christ sitteth; thy 
hemt and thy treasure will be both, together, and 
you may fetch them back again if you can. You 
have acknowledged me in part, and you will in 
future acknowledge me in this also, and even to 
the end; for thou wilt never get out of my sight, 
out of my depth, nor out of my track, go where 
thou wilt 

It is these things, tny son, that make a minis* 
teVy and they make a minister a workman that 
needs not to be ashamed; thou wilt preach the 
things that thou hast seen and felt, and not be 
like tiic false prophets who speak a vision out of 
their own hearts, when they have seen nothing, 
Jer. xxiii. l6. Ezek. xiii. 3. Thou wilt shine 
in thy Master's rays^ bum in his love, stand in 
his strength, personate his majesty, and speak a 
visioti out of his mouth ; thou wilt not depend on 
the barren pro}> of a treacherous memory for mat- 
ter, but on the fountain of life; and the springing 
•well within, will furnish thee better than ten 
ft^housand volumes of the ancient fathers. The 
words of the Lord are pure words, as gold purified 
Tjeven times; and when these flow with power 
from the bowl to the golden pipe, every branch 
in the candlestick will share in the light and heat, 
which keeps the virgins witii their loins girt and 
their lamps burning; blessed is such an ambassa- 
dor, and blessed is that hill of Zion that has such 
«' watchman upon its walls; for .he cannot hold 
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his peace^ be must preach by day. add pray by 
night. 

Satan, rebeUiob, and unbelief, are already mas^ 
tered and destroyed. Satan, the prince of this 
uorld, is both cast down and cast ouf ; and oar 
old man, with all his members, is cratified with 
Christ ; nor must my son expect to get rid of all 
the old inhabitants of the land, some must be left 
to prove Israel. When we are clothed upon with 
our house that is from above, then this saying 
shall be brought to pass that is written; '' In that 
day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the 
house of the Lord of hosts,'' Zech. xiv. £1. Fur- 
thermore, these are left to keep us from confi* 
dence in the flesh, and from trusting in our own 
hearts; to keep us looking to Jesus; to exercise 
us and our grace as soldiers; to make us watch; 
to furnish us with errands and petitions to the 
throne of grace; to make us loath self, and deny 
it; to make us long to be unck>thed; to remind 
us of our past folly, and to humble us under 
it; to teach us that this is not our rest;, to 
make us cleave close to Christy and to depend 
upon him for fresh supplies; to shew us the need 
of a Saviour, and of momentary support from 
him ; to shew the power of grace over xomip- 
tion; to give Satan an opportunity of filling up 
his measure, by resisting the will of God, and 
harassing the objects of his choice. Moreo\*er^ 
the difference between the two covenants is 
wonderfully seen herein, and the different foun- 
dations, the rock and the sand. Adam could 
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iiot staiid on the fobting of works, when there 
Was no Canaanite in Eden, nor corruption in his 
heart; but wfe stand firm upon the bases of grace, 
encompassed with a legion of foes without, and 
possessed fey a tnillioh of corruptions within. And 
in this is wonderfully displayed the riches of 
God's grace; for it is here that his grace is seen 
to be Sufficient for us, and herein is his strength 
made perfect in weakness. That Adam should 
stand in jeopardy when in a state of innocence, 
and we be made to stand and most gladly to 
rejoice iti our infirmities is a wonderful mystery; 
and it may truly fee. said of Jacob and of Israel, 
'* What^ hath God wrought?" Numb, xxiii. 23. 
Why he has wrought so, as there is no enchant 
nient against Jacob' nor divination against Israel, 
notwithstanding all the accusations, temptations, 
fiery darts, and terrors of Satan; the devils are 
still subject to us through his name; and we shall, 
by and by, put our feet upon the necks of these 
lords that have formerly had dominion over us. 

. Be diligent, struggle hard, continue instant in 
prayer; plead the atonement, the promises, the 
invitations, the covenant, and the man at God's 
right hand made strong for himself; plead guilty, 
and petition for the balm and hyssop; give him 
no rest until he establish, and until he make thee 
a praise and a blessing in the earth. The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with thee. Amen. 



W. H. S. S. 

VOL. XIII. 3 A 
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LETTER LXXX. 
To the Rev. Mr. Huntington. 

DEARLT BELOVED AND HONOURED FATHER 
IN CHRIST J£SU9^ 

As such I shall ever esteem youj for through 
your instrumentality alone it is that the Lord has 
been pleased to beget me to a lively hope that I 
shall never perish, but have everlasting life, and 
be found to be a member of Christ's mystical 
body when time shall be no more. 

You have long been made manifest in my 
heart and conscience as a servant of the Lord; 
and the doctrines that you preach as the only true 
doctrines of the gospel, being the very same that 
the apostles and prophets taught in the days of 
old; laying Christ Jesus, and him crucified, as 
the only foundation for poor sinners to build all 
their hopes and expectations of complete salvation 
and everlasting glory upon. I have no more 
doubt of the word of the Lord in your mouth 
being truth, than I have of my personal existence; 
no more. Because it hath come with power to 
my heart, and by it the Lord hath effected a most 
wonderful changCi. 

I will now endeavour, as God shall enable mc, 
to give you some little account of myself; the 
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Way that I have come ; and of the Lord's dealings 
with my soul. 

Though the Lord has been pleased, in a mea- 
sure, to make darkness light before me, and 
crooked things straight; yet I am still a mystery 
and a wonder to myself. You have, times with- 
out number, pointed out my case and experience, 
and told me where I am, and that in such a man- 
ner as I never could do it myself. There is scarce 
a thought that ever passed through my mind, 
neither is there a work ever done by me in secret, 
but what you have been enabled to open out, 
and to make manifest. I have many times stood 
astonished, that you should have such knowledge 
of me, of my past life, and of the way that I have 
come: this for a good while puzzled me much; 
but now, blessed be God, I know that it is he, 
and not you, that searcheth the heart and tries 
the reins of the children of men; that it is he 
that sets a mans sins in order before him, and 
lets him know what are his thoughts; for, upon 
examining the matter, I found that you could 
know nothing of me, because I never spoke to 
you in my life, neither did I everopen my case 
and state to any man living. Therefore, says I, 
this must be the Lord's doings, because he de- 
clares, " I the Lord search the heart and try the 
reins." And, consequently, the excellency of the 
power must be alone of him, and not of his ser- 
vant. But to proceed. I was born in a village 
called Lazonby, situated upon the banks of the 
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tiver Edeo, in the county of Cumberland^ about 
fifteen miles from the city of Carlisle, and seven 
from the market town of Penrith; there I went 
to school, and continued until I was turned of 
twelve years of age, when I was put apprentice 
to a linen-draper, at Penrith (Sisson and Son), for 
four years and an half ^ at the expiration of which 
time it pleased the Lord, in his kind providence, 
to bring me to London, and blessed be his name 
for it 

I would here stop, look back, and take a view ' 
of my past life, and ask myself this question. Is 
there any thing good in it? No, nothing at all: 
all evil, only evil, and that continually ; it was 
one continued blot, one continued state of rebel- 
lion and enmity against the Most High. I may 
truly say with David, " Behold, I was shapen in 
iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me:" 
and again, " The wicked are estranged from the 
womb; they go astray as soon as they be bom, 
speaking lies. I think, if ever a poor creature 
served the devil faithfully, and with full purpose 
of heart, I was the man; for destruction and 
misery were in all my ways, and the way of peace 
I never knew; in all manner of sin and wicked- 
ness I exceeded most of my fellows. Tbe Lord 
was pleased now and then to bring me to books ; 
conscience; has oftentimes made terrible work 
within, but when he began to lay about him with 
violence, then I. \5r0uld get into the world,, and 
amongst my. ojd wicked companions again, in 
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order to get him silenced. And further, I would 
now and then resolve, when matters got very bad, 
that if the Lord would be pleased to forgive me 
that time, I never would do so any more; and in 
this way I have bound myself in such a manner 
at times, yea often, as is too shocking to mention ; 
and in vowing, resolving, and striving against sin 
in my own strength, I continued for four years, 
and particularly against one besetting sin, but all 
in vain : for, as the Lord liveth, I never abode by 
one resolution, nor kept one vow that ever I made, 
but broke through them all. The devil and sin 
were both stronger than I, and I should have 
been a slave and a drudge to them unto this day, 
had not the Lord been pleased, with his right 
hand and stretched out arm, to get himself the 
victory. 

I was brought up to the church of England, 
and according to the doctrine that I heard there 
preached, I could have no hope of being saved, 
though I thought the fault lay in me and not in 
the doctrine, which was salvation by works ; them 
that lived a holy, good, and righteous life, they 
should be saved; but, on the contrary, them that 
lived an unholy, evil, and unrighteous life, they 
should perish: and this I thought was certainly 
right, and as it should be. My only comfort was 
this: * Well,' says I, ^ I am certainly a sinner, and 
a great one; but there are some as bad, or worse, 
than I ; and God is a merciful G od, therefore I 
shall fare as well as they/ But, alas! when it 
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pleased God to bring me under your faithful and 
honest dealing, this refuge, like all the others that 
J had, were made manifest to be only refuges of 
lies, and they were all presently and effectually 
swept away. 

When I first came to London, I M'as at an 
uncle's of mine in James*- street, Covent-garden, 
for about a month. The first Sunday after I 
came, he took me to Orange-street Chapel, to 
hear the word preached : the next Sunday, another 
uncle took me to Providence Chapel to hear you; 
but my going was only to oblige my friends, for 
I had not the least intention of hearing to profit, 
having received a particular charge, before I cdme 
to town, not to have any thing to do with the 
Methodists: though this little latitude was allowed 
me, viz. to go now and then, if asked, rather than 
give offence to my relations, who are many of 
them in that profession. I shall not tell you all 
that I thought when I first heard you preach; 
but nothing good, you may be sure. I understood 
no more what you said, than if you had preached 
in Greek or Hebrew, and could not help standing 
astonished at my ignorance; or, to say the truth, 
at what I thought to be your foolishness; and yet, 
if I looked round among the people, I never saw 
such a congregation before; for, instead of look-p 
ing about them, or falling asleep, they appeared 
to be all eyes and ears, giving such particular 
attention, and taking such heed to the things 
that were spoken. 
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The third time I came to hear you I had a 
ticket, intending to come now and then; and, 
glory be to the Lord's rich grace! he soon applied 
his word with such a power to my heart, that I 
could not stay away. If I went, as I often did, 
to hear any other preacher, my heart and soul 
would be with you; though absent in body, yet 
present in spirit; the Lord clearly fulfilling this 
scripture in my experience, "As soon as they 
hear of me, they shall obey me: the strangers 
shall submit themselves unto me." And thus, by 
hearing of the word, he was pleased to quicken 
my dead soul to feel, and enlighten my blind eyes 
to see, the true state I was in. He caused such 
an earthquake to be experienced in my conscience, 
and such a resurrection among my sins, that they 
were all from my very childhood set in order 
before me; many old sins, which I thought were 
dead and buried, and would no more appear 
against me, shewed themselves, and conscience 
bore witness that they were all mine. The law I 
found to be holy, and to admit of no failing; but 
myself unholy, and in a terrible state. I used to 
call only outward acts sins, but now I saw sin in 
the desires and thoughts of the heart; and all 
that look for salvation by the works of the law 
must bring a perfect and uninterrupted obedience, 
not in deed only, but in thought, word, and deed ; 
because the law allows of no failure : it puts the 
soul under ^he curse and sentence of death for 
the least sin of omission or commission ; therefore, 
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by the deeds of this good law, it is evident that 
none can ever be justified. As I had broken 
every precept pf the moral law in thought, word, 
or deed, so I believed that what the Lord has 
threatened transgressors with would unavoidably 
be executed upon me; aijid these two tex};s stood 
out against me, and were 9adly ii> my way, until 
it pleased the Lord to shew me that they were 
both fulfilled for me by Christ's death : " Cursed 
is every one that continueth not in all things 
written in the book of the law;" but I have broken 
every precept, therefore I am the man her^ spoken 
to, consequently under the curse of God. The 
other text was, '* The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die;" well, I have ainned, therefore I *m the man. 
These are the words of the immutal>le and uur 
changeable God, therefore there can be nothing 
but death eternal for me. These things working 
in my heart, alarmed and terri^ed me greatly. I 
began to wish that I had been in my old dead 
state, for then it was better with me than now. J 
believed that God could not save me, but that I 
must perish according to his word. These things 
caused slavish and servile fear to work. Deatli 
and judgment tormented me, and the sin and 
guilt upon my conscience I soon foqqd to be a 
load and burden too heavy for me to bear. The 
Lord appeared to me in hi$ law, as he did to 
Balaam, with his drawn sword in his hand, as an 
angry judge, and a consuming fire; and so he 
would at this day, was the dear Redeemer taken 
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put of sight, for he has revealed and made mani-r 
fest no way in which he can be just^ and yet the 
justifier of the ungodly, but through his dear Son, 
At this time it was that the Lord was pleased, by 
his Spirit, to teach me to pray. I was obliged to 
throw away my daily prayers of, Our Father, 
which art in heaven, &c. and, with the poor pub- 
lican in the temple, to cry, "God be merciful to 
me a sinner!" and, yi^ith the jailor, "What must 
I do to be saved?" and, with Peter, " Lord, save; 
or I perish 1" My prayers now, were such as these, 
Avhich came from a miserable. heart, and I never 
knew what it was to pray before; but now I know 
that it is one thing to say prayers, and it is ano- 
ther thing to pray : the one is only the motion of 
the lips, the other springs from a feeling sense of 
want in the heart. 

My old ways of sin were now effectually hedged 
up with thorns, so that I could not find my for- 
mer paths ; destruction appeared on every side, and 
no way of escape for some time; but at last it 
pleased the Lord, in this valley of Achor, to open 
unto me a door of hope. When the Lord had 
effectually convinced me that I had nothing,. and 
that I could do nothing, in any wise to merit his 
favour, or contribute towards my own salvation, 
either in whole or in part, and that I was fearfully 
and totally fallen; that every faculty of my soul 
was out of order, and that my heart was deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked ; that I 
could not recover myself, by any power of my 
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•wTi, from the reigning dominion of sin, the curse 
of the law, the wrath revealed therein, and the 
tyranny of the devil ; then he was pleased to set 
before me his dearly beloved Son, as the only re- 
fuge from all these things, and as the sinner's all- 
sufficient Saviour. 

I remember a time when you insisted upon it 
that Christ saved none but sensible sinners, and 
produced this text, in order to confirm it, which 
was spoken by the Lord himself! ** I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.** 
I never heard such news in this world before, nei- 
ther could I believe it at the time I heard it. 
Surely, sayjs I, he must be mistaken ; but should 
he not, God knows I am a sinner bad enough, and 
sad enough, and therefore who can tell, if it be 
true, but he may save me. When I got home I 
set to work, like the noble Bereans of old, to exa- 
mine the word, to see whether these things were 
so or not ; when, lo ! and behold, it was just as you 
had represented it. Now a hope sprung up of 
better times, and from that time the Bible and I 
came together, and blessed be God for such a 
meeting, it being now my study, meditation, and 
soul's delight. And oh ! what a comfort did such 
texts as these bring to my poor soul! They poured 
in so fast, that before one had well delivered its 
joyful message there was another; like Job's mes- 
sengers, one upon the back of another. " They 
that are whole have no need of the physician, but 
they that are sick." <* Fear not, little flock, it is 
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your Father's good pleasure to give you the king- 
dom." ** For by grace are ye saved, through faith, 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.** 
^* Ho! eveiy one that thirsteth, come ye to the wa- 
ters, and he that hath no money, come ye, buy 
and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without mo- 
ney and without price." ^^ Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give jSou 
rest" Such texts as these were running in my mind 
from morning till night, yea, from week's end to 
week's end; and, examining the word to see who and 
what sort of sinners had been saved, to my asto- 
nishment I found Mary Magdalen, Manasseh, Paul, 
&c. and this caused my hope and expectation to 
increase exceedingly. In process of time the Lord 
was pleased, now a little, and then a little, to en- 
lighten me into the doctrines of the gospel as 
preached by you, and I had not a single doubt but 
what you said was true. He shewed me how that 
in his dearly beloved Son, he could save all them 
that believe in him, and still be true to his law 
and threatening, though the worst of sinners, and 
that he was just the Saviour I wanted, suited in all 
points; and he convinced me, that out of him I 
must perish and be damned, there being no other 
name under heaven given among men whereby we 
must and can be saved, but the name of Jesus 
Christ; and that by faith in his blood and righte- 
ousness alone, it is that we are justified freely from 
all things, and no otherwise. Imputed righteous- 
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ness was the first doctrine of the gospel that the 
Lord was pleased to reveal and apply with power 
to my heart. He shewed me how that his dear 
Son was made sin for us (by imputation, having 
all the sins of the elect placed to his account) who 
knew no sin ; and this was done that, by the im- 
putation of his righteousness, consisting both of 
his active and passive obedience, we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him. And in 
him God the Father is well pleased with his peo- 
ple, but then it is only and entirely on account of 
his righteousness, and for the sake of it, and not 
for any thing in them; for, was he to be extreme 
to mark iniquity in the very best of their works, 
there could be no standing in judgment with him : 
therefore take away the imputed righteousness of 
the dear Redeemer, and every one must stand to 
his own account, and answer for all his sins; the 
consequence of which must be, everlasting de* 
struction and endless wo. 

Soon after this precious Jesus was set before 
me in all his beauty and glory, as an able, as an 
all-sufficient Saviour, and as the only hiding-place 
from the storm, and covert from the tempest, and 
I had no doubt of his being so; yet this would not 
do for me, I must know whether I had any part 
or lot in him or no. I had not a single doubt but 
all that believed in him as their Saviour, and put 
their trust in him as such, would certainly be fi- 
nally and eternally saved; yet I found myself 
shut up in unbelief He cannot belong to me. I 
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could never believe that ever he veiled the glory 
of his divine nature in a tabernacle of flesh and 
blood, so became Emanuel^ God with us, to 
save such a monstrous sinner as me: and my old 
master confirmed me in it as much as he could; 
he represented it as impossible, and the very 
height of presumption to indulge such a thought. 
I found my want of faith, and I found also that 
the Lord had promised to give it, to work it in the 
hearts of his people by the operation of his Spirit; 
therefore my prayer to him was, to fulfil his pro- 
mise; to give me faith; to work a firm persuasion 
in my mind that Jesus Christ was mine, and that 
I had an interest in him; that all that he did and 
suffered was to work out and bring in an everlast- 
ing righteousness to justify me. This for a long 
time I sought after, and, blessed be God, not in 
vain; for, about three years ago, I did find a com- 
fortable persuasion that Christ was mine, that he 
was my Surety, that he had paid all my debts, and 
that his precious blood was shed to wash away 
my sins. This faith came to me by hearing the 
word preached; and upon thus believing and re- 
ceiving him into my heart, I did experience un- 
utterable rest and peace, and such a manifestation 
of pardoning love, as caused me to rejoice with 
that joy that is unspeakable and full of glory; and 
with Zion of old could say, that when the Lord 
was thus pleased to turn my captivity, I was like 
them that dream. And from that time the Lord ap- 
peared to me as a loving, kind, and tender father 
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in Jesus Christ, and completely reconciled and 
well pleased with me in him. Jesus Christ came 
into my heart and affections as the chiefest among 
ten thousand; yea, the altogether lovely; and I 
had no doubt of being one of his people. 

These precious visitations lasted with me for 
some months, during which time I had a very hea- 
ven upon earth; joy and gladness were found in my 
heart, thanksgiving and the voice of melody. I 
came from the house of God oftentimes with 
scarce a thought out of heaven, rejoicing in Jesus 
Christ as the God of my salvation. Instead af the 
law cursing and condemning me for disobedience 
when I read it, as it used to do, there was Christ as 
the end of it for righteousness to me. Instead of 
conscience cursing and condemning, there was a 
sweet peace, the blood of Jesus speaking better 
things than that of Abel. Instead of the devil ac- 
cusing a^d condemning me for sin, he wias silenced, 
for my guilt was gone. Instead of slavish and 
servile fear of death working in my heart, perfect 
love kept that out. Instead of God the Father ap- 
pearing an angry judge and a consuming fire in 
his law, as he used to do, now nothing but love 
in the altogether lovely Jesus: and this experience 
is what I am sure will make the stubborn and 
flinty heart give way. For when, on the one hand, 
i looked at myself, at what I had been, and saw 
myself to be the most unworthy, and the very last 
that ever could have looked for, or expected sal- 
vation; and, on the other hand, the great good- 
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uess and love of Jesus in dying for such a wretch, 
and shedding abroad his redeeming love in such 
an heart as mine; this caused me to abhor myself, 
and repent in dust and ashes, and cry out, Grace! 
Grace! and to say, To thy name, O Lord, be all 
the glory and praise. 

I never had such living as this before; but alas! 
these things left me again, and the devil was more 
violent than ever: he was sure that it was all a de- 
hision; that he would have me after all; that I 
was his child, and should never be saved, but 
must perish at last. He got me to look within at 
myself, and seeing mine own corruption, the many 
evil thoughts that j^assed through my mind, the 
unholy desires and filthy lusts tlmt were moving 
about within; a sight of these things caused unbe- 
lief to work, and that brought in slavish fear, and 
a long train of doubts, which was followed by 
tormenting thoughts; and now the devil had got 
my 'peace disturbed, for I drew many grievous 
conclusions that I could not surely be one of 
the Lord's elect, and oftentimes was ready to give 
all up for lost, and that I never should be able 
either to hold on or hold out, that I should 
one day perish in my own corruptions; yet now 
and then the Lord would be pleased to send me 
such a heavenly discourse, and silence all my 
doubts and fears in such a manner with a sense of 
his love, that I really believed him to be mv re- 
conciled Father still, and Jesus Christ to be my 
Saviour. Then again unbelief, doubts, and fears, 
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make such head against me, that I would call all 
former experience into question. In this manner 
I lived for a long time a life of as complete che* 
quer-work as ever any one did, determining of my 
state according to my frames and feelings, as if 
the Lord changed as often as they. But now I 
am persuaded that he loved me from everlasting 
in his dearly beloved Son, otherwise he never 
would have shed abroad his love in my he^rt in 
time: and, as he has thus been pleased to give me 
a taste of it, so I believe that this his lovingkind^ 
ness shall never be taken away from me, neither 
shall his faithfulness and truth in the promise be 
ever permitted to fail. As he was pleased to 
choose his people freely, without any thing in 
them to merit his favour, so he will save them 
in Christ Jesus freely, with an everlasting salva- 
tion ; and that he will give them all, not only 
grace here but glory hereafter. That they shall 
never perish, not one of them, neithei" shall any 
pluck them out of his hands. That they shall per- 
severe in the Lord's strength, and not one ever 
totally and finally fall away. That Jesus Christ 
being their head and husband, and they the pur- 
chase of his blood, his portion, and his hire, he 
will never lose one, but will raise them all up at 
the last day, so that not a hoof shall be left behind. 
And, furthermore, they being all secured by the 
bond of an everlasting covenant, and the everlast- 
ing live of Father, Son, and Spirit, the threefold 
cord which cannot be broken, they must of con<> 
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sequence be saved, and brought safe boine to glory; 
othervrise this cord would be broken, and the co- 
venant agreement between the ever blessed Tri- 
nity would be null and void. All that Christ died 
for must.be saved, and none else can be, because 
there is salvation in no other. Though the Lord 
is pleased to will a thousand changes in us, yet he 
is the same; the unchangeable Jehovah; the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever; he rests in his 
love to his people, and here it is that my poor 
soul finds, and ever desires to find, rest. 

I have lately had such a revival of the work of 
grace upon my soul, that sermon after sermon has 
come with suck a comforting and establishing 
power, as to silence all my doubts and fears, 
the ever blessed Spirit bearing witness to my heart 
and conscience that my record is on high. He 
hath also condescended to shine upon my path in 
such a manner as to enable me clearly to see that 
it was he, and he alone, that hath been with me 
from my mother's womb ; that he has directed all 
my steps, and that he hath fi^ed the bounds of my 
habitation: and 1 may truly say, to the honour of 
his ever blessed name, that it was he that pre- 
served me in Christ Jesus through all my sin and 
wickedness unto a future calling. Sparing and 
lon^suffering mercy hath followed me all my days, 
and thpiigh the time has been that I never ex- 
pected to be saved, yet now I know, and am sure, 
that J^esus .Christ doth receive siuners, and.eateth 
with them iStill. And this I ever will insist upon, 
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as lof% as I live ia the world, that of all sinners t 
am the very chief, and the very last that ever 
could have expected salvation; and that it is hy 
the free, sovereign, unmerited, unlooked for, un- 
deserved, and unexpected grace of God, that I am 
what I am; and that. by the same grace it is that 
I have been enabled to continue unto this very 
day ; and the same almighty power that began the 
work at first, and that turned my heart from the 
love of sin to the love of God, hath kept me hi- 
therto; and I am fully persuaded that he will keep 
me, through faith in Christ Jesus, still on in the 
way, until at last I receive the end of my faith, 
even the everlasting salvation o& my soul, when 
faith shall be turned into sight, and hope into full 
enjoyment 

Old things are passed away with m^, and 
behold all things are become new, for the very 
works, ways, and pursuits, that I delighted in, 
practised, and followed; I do now flee from, abhor, 
and detest Jesus Chdst is all in^ all in my heart, 
and I can appeal to him, as the self-existent Jeho- 
vah^ and the omniscient God> with Peter of old, 
and say, *^ Lord^ thoM knowest all things; thou* 
knowest that I love thee,*' and that above every 
other object. And again, I am sure I can come 
up to John's standard, "We know that wdlare 
passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren;" for I do, in my heart, sincerely love all 
them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in^iancerity 
and in truth, and do esteem them the o^^ly'excel- 
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lent of tUd earth. Other lords hiVe had dominfoti 
bver mbj and reigned and ruled in me, and would 
have reigned until this day had I been left to 
myself; but now I desire rio other king but Jesus 
to reign and rule in my heart, and to make men- 
tion of his righteousness, and of his only. I do 
think that there is rio heart so pestered with un- 
belief as mine; I daily have abundant reason to 
say, with the disciples of old^ Lord, increase my 
faith. The promise is, "Grace. shall reign, sin 
shall not have dominion ;" andj to the honour of 
the Lord's blessed name, I can say this has hitherto 
been fulfilled in me; for though sin hath reigned 
and exceedingly abounded in me, yet free grace 
hath much more abounded* I find the old man 
and the new principle working in me, and warring 
a continual warfare; but the promise is, "The 
elder shall Serve the younger;" and I believe it 
evjBr shall be^ accorjling to the word of the Lord. 
My reasons for writing these are principally 
two: the one is that of the apostle's, " Let him 
that is taught iii the word communicate unto him 
that teacHeth in all good things." The other is 
this^ I have long had ^ desire to become one 
amongst you externally, though internally 1 have 
been in union with you for years, but being a very 
timorous person, I have deferred letting my desire 
be made known until now; and being afraid that, 
through the deceitfulness of my unbelieving heart, 
and the corruption of my nature, I should one 
day fall^ I thought I had better fall alone, than 
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bring any scandal upon the people of God. But 
having had many comfortable visits lately, and 
many tokens for good, my desire is increased, so 
that 1 cannot help making it known, as I would 
wish to wait upon Christ in all the means of his 
appointment, with full purpose of heart, neglect- 
ing none, expecting to find his promised presence 
in them, and to receive the promised blessings by 
them. I know that all means in themselves are 
dry, barren, and empty things, except the Lord 
is pleased to communicate grace to his people by 
them, and to bless them to our edification and 
comfort, working every sivin'g grace in us, and 
applying every truth essential to salvation with 
power to our hearts through his appointed means : 
and, as he has been pleased to circumcise my heart 
to love him, his people, and his way, and to close 
in with Jesus Christ, and him crucified, as my 
Saviour; so it is the desire of my soul to live to 
his glory and his praise, to keep pressing forward, 
resting in no present attainment, but pursuing 
the good old way, in company with that part of 
his army, over which he has made you under cap- 
tain and leader, towards that great and glorious 
recompense of reward, eternal rest and glory, 
which he has promised to give to all his chosen 
people. 

I would desire to bless God for ever, for 
bringing me under your ministry, for opening my 
blind eyes to see how I had been led on by blind 
watchmen, and for enlightening me into, and 
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bringing me in any measure to the knowledge of 
the truth as it is in Jesus^ and for opening my 
heart so as to receive the truth in the love of it; 
and, above all, for not suffering me to stumble at 
the divinity of Jesus Christ, as it is upon this rests 
the efficacy of every doctrine of the gospel: 
destroy this, and make him no more than a crea- 
ture, or any thing less than the self-existent, om- 
niscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent Jehovah, 
and the one supreme God, with the Father and 
the Spirit, and then I am sure there can be no 
salvation, all must perish and be lost; and 1 will 
insist upon this as long as I live in this world, 
that was he not in my heart and affections, as very 
and truly a divine and self-existent person, and 
possessed of every attribute and perfection of 
deity, no one could preach any gospel, no one 
could publish any good news, no one could pro- 
claim any glad tidings, or bring any joyful mes- 
sage to my soul. For, suppose him a man, as he 
truly w?is, and to be perfectly holy, even as holj'^ 
as the law; and suppose him to keep it in ail 
points, so as never, in thought, word, or deed, to 
deviate therefrom, yet what is that to me? Nothing 
at all. A man's righteousness may profit himself, 
but then there is nothing for me, his poor neigh- 
bour; he has nothing to boast of, he has done 
that which was commanded him to do, and no 
more; as our dear Saviour beautifully sets it forth 
in Luke xvii. by the master and the servant, and 
then applies it to his disciples, saying, " iSo like- 
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wise ye, when ye shall have done all these things 
which are commanded you, say, We are unprofit- 
able servants;" we have done that which was our 
duty to do. Wo then to that person whose faith 
and hope of everlasting life, and blessedness in 
heaven, are not built upon Immanuel, God with 
us. As man, he obeyed and suffered ; as God, he 
merited; and as God man, two perfect natures 
in the unity of the one person of Christ, he 
wrought out and brought in an everlasting righ- 
teousness, which is the one, only, and alone righ- 
teousness that can justify a sinner from all things, 
and present him faultless before the throne in the 
day of judgment; he was made sin for us whp 
knew no sin, that we might be made the righte- 
ousness of God in him : but destroy this union of 
the two natures iq the person of Christ, and then 
none can appear righteous; no, not one. Q! that 
you may evpr continue to defend this sure foun- 
dation of the Christian religion, and insist upon 
the need and necessity of being firmly fixed and 
established in the faith of it, in order to our being 
saved. The Lord was pleased to cause you tQ 
dwell much npon it sqme time back, and, blessed 
be his precious name, I received great benefit and 
establishment from it; take away this, and you 
take away all ; there is nothing left worth having, 
all must die in their sins; " For, if ye believe not 
that I am,'' says the Saviour, " ye shall die in your 
sins; " and then the consequence must be certain 
destruction, because the unrighteous shall not 
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cater the kingdom of God, and by the law there 
is none righteous, no, not one. I have, through 
rich grace, been enabled to receive Jesus Christ 
into my heart as a divine person, as an object of 
divine worship, and, to all intents and purposes, 
as God over all, and for ever blessed; and as I 
have received him, so it is the desire of my soul 
to walk in him, for nothing short of a divine per- 
son can save me, being a sinner. If the devil caii 
but entangle and keep a poor sinner short of this, 
he is sure of his prey; and if rich, free, sovereign 
grace prevent not, such must fall into the pit of 
destruction. I hope you will pardon this long 
and imperfect epistle, placing all that is amiss to 
my account; and if any thing consistent with the 
truth, to the Lord's name be all the glorv and 
praise. 

That you may long be preserved amongst us, 
and still continue to shine brighter and brighter 
in the Lord's light; That you may ever stand 
fast in his counsel, and shun not to declare the 
whole of it as far as revealed, faithfully, fiilly, 
and freely, and without reserve; That you may 
ever continue to stand as an iron pillar and a bra- 
zen wall in the defence of the gospel; That you 
may yet be instrumental in turning many sinners 
from the error of their ways to the wisdom of the 
just, even to Christ Jesus; has been, is now, and 
ever shall be, the sincere and fervent prayer of 
Your truly affectionate, though unworthy, 
Son in the faith pf Christ Jesus, 
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P. S. I don't know that I should have mus- 
t/^red up courage sufficient to setid this yet, had 
it not been for the naasterly exposition or explana- 
tion of, " I am the way, the truth, and the life," 
last Sunday evening. And, blessed be the Lord 
for evermore, . I could follow you step by step, 
and came away from his presence rejoicing in my 
interest in Jesus Christ, calling all the sermon 
niy own. And for this, as well as every blessing 
bestowed upon ungrateful and unworthy me, to 
the Lord's name be all the glory, and all the praise; 
for, as it was with Israel of old touching the 
earthly Canaan, so it is with the Lord's spiritual 
Israel touching the heavenly country^ the land 
which is very far off; "They," natural Isrgtel, 
^* got not the land in possession by their own 
sword, neither did their own arm save them; but 
thy right hand and thine arm, and the light of 
thy countenance, because thou had[st a favour 
unto them." And so it is with spiritual Israel: 
they can do nothing to obtain heaven, they have 
forfeited all right and title to every mercy by 
sin; therefore it is the Lord alone that does the 
work, that bringjs them in by an act of free, sove- 
reign grace, through faith in Christ Jesus, who is 
the only door of entrance, and the way to the 
kingdom. And blessed be God for Jesus Christ, 
through whom alone it is to be obtained. I have 
no more to say at present, than I should esteem 
it as a particular favour if you would remember 
me at a throne of grace, and that tjie Lord may 
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ever be with you in your going out and coming in, 
still giving testimony to the word of his grace by 
you, shall be the prayer of, 

G. C. 



LETTER LXXXI. 

To Mr. G. C. 

My dearly beloved son in Christ Jesus, mercy and 
truth be with thee, 

1 HiNE epistle came safe to hand, and I said in 
my heart, Who hath begotten me this child? see- 
ing I am hated, and a captive driven to and fro^ 
and have lost some spurious children, that the 
devil had palmed upon me. Who hath begotten 
me this? This, where had he been? Surely thou 
art one bom out of due time; before I travailed 
in birth thou art come, forth. Who hath heard 
such a thing? Before our Zion began to labour 
and lament her late miscarriage, another is found 
upon her knee; and I hope not a spurious one, 
not a base bom son, not a bastard that escapes 
both the soul -humbling chastisements, and the 
experimental instructions, given by our heavenly 
Father's rod. Thou appearest to be one that hath 
been whipped out of Satan^s army by the King of 
kings and Lord of lords; thy back will proclaim 
thy discharge from that rebellious host Welqoine 
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art thou to the Lord's standard; welcome to the 
banner of his love; welcome to the King's par<* 
don; welcome to the diving bounty; and weir 
icome to his eternal favour, and to all the gifts 
received for the rebellious, that the Lord God 
inay dwell with tliee. 

But I must interrogate thi^e^ How hast thou 
broken forth? This breach be upon thee, and God 
grant it never may be healed; for it is a breach 
in Satan's armour, and not in Zion's bounds. Thou 
art a braQch in the noble Vine, h^^^^^ b^^^) 
planted thee wholly a right seed, such trust have 
I to God-ward; not that I am able to think any 
thing right of myself, but my sufficiency is of God, 
who by his grace has made me what I am. Surely 
thou canst never turn into the degenerate plant 
of a strange vine to the heavenly husbandman! 
Strangers to the good Shepherd shall beget strange 
children; and unsanctified labourers shall plant 
their soil with strange slips, and in the day shall 
they make their plant to grow; but the harvest 
shall be a heap in the day of grief, and of des- 
perate sorrow, Isaiah xvii. Ih But I am per- 
suaded liptter things of thee, my son, and things 
that accompany salvation, though I thus write. 
The contents of my son's epistle are good news 
from a far country; good news in the power of 
them, in the experience of them, in the salvation 
of them, and in the happy enjoyment of all the 
blessings in them. The Spirit of God is a spring- 
ing well^ and the words of wisdom are a flowing 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



379 

brook; and that moisture that accompanies the 
root of the matter in the heart will likewise attend 
a reason of the hope from the mouth. 

Thou hadst no call to inform me what instruf 
ment God used in framing thy soul for his temple; 
the whole pattern was shewed first to me in the 
holy mount/ and thine is nothing but an abridge-? 
ment of it. The features, the Ifisimily-likeness 
throughout thy mystical pedigree, parentage, and 
education, are conspicuous enough. If I had 
heard thee giving an exhortation when locked up 
in a closet out of my sight, and even in the East 
Indies, I should have known both thy voice, and 
the voice of thy progenitor, for thy speech be- 
trayeth thee. Thou art the Goalheaver's own 
child, begotten to a lively hope by the Father of 
all mercies in my bonds: a true copy, a living 
epistle, known and read of all men; and made 
manifest to be the epistle of Christ ministered by 
me; written not with ink, but by the Spirit of 
God; not on tables of stone, but on the fleshly 
tables of the heart. When the Almighty first 
found me in Egyptian darkness, I spake a lan- 
guage that he understood not, Psal. Ixxxi. 5: 
but he set me down at his foot, and taught me 
out of his law; and when he put a new treasure 
into my heart, he convinced me that I wanted a 
new tongue to bring that treasure forth; and 
when the cloven tongue of fire came, I spake a 
new language, and it was this language which so 
much puzzled thee at thy first hearing me, and 
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so it has thousands more as well as you; but cer- 
tain I am that it is the language of Canaan, the 
language of the better covenant, which was 
spoken by Melchisedec and by Abraham in that 
country, and by all the prophets afterwards, and 
by Christ .and his apostles, and is peculiar to the 
promised land, and to the Israel of God, and to 
none else; for though other people may have learnt 
a smatch of it, yet by them it is always adulterated 
with the dialect of Ashdod: a mingled seed will 
speak an impure language, mixing it with the 
native brogue of their own country. And I was 
(and so was another person in company with me) 
much surprised at reading your epistle, and were 
not a little struck with astonishment at the pure- 
ness of the language, the clearness and cleanness 
of the style, and especially at the weight of the 
emphases, the determination of the points, and 
the eloquent punctuation of the accents, knowing 
that it is a language hard to learn, and the pro- 
nunciation of it difficult to obtain. But is there 
any thing too hard for the Lord? No, there is not; 
" For then will I turn to the people a pure Ian* 
guage, that they may all call upon my name, and 
serve me with one consent;" and what divine 
veracity hath promised^ omnipotence hath per- 
formed, and thou art a living witness of this 
truth. We may call it the holy tongue, and sure 
J am that the same will be spoken in heaven; for, 
although it be said, "If there be tongues, tongues 
shall cease;" that is, the jargon and confusion of 
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tongues shall cease at the destruction of Babel and 
Babel-buildersi yet the pure language, the holy 
tongue, and the words which the holy Ghost teach- 
eth, shall never cease; this language shall be spo- 
ken in Paradise, or else how shall we sing halle- 
lujahs and salvation to God and the Lamb for ever 
and ever? Or how shall we awake in the great 
day? And how shall our tongue awake which is 
our glory, Psal. Ivii. 7, 8 ; and of which we glory 
above all the creatures that God hath made in this 
world ? When we receive the end of our faith we 
shall admire the end of our conversation also; and, 
with Paul in the third heavens, not only hear 
things which are not possible for a man to utter 
2 Cor. xii. 4, but be able to utter them ; for it 
will be both possible and lawful to utter them 
when we get into that country; for although their 
purity greatly exceeds ours, yet ours is the only 
dialect of that mother tongue. 

He that begetteth a wise child shall have joy 
of him, and a wise son maketh a glad father, and 
I hope I shall have joy of thee. But there are 
such things as false conceptions and false brethren^ 
and sure I am that the father of a fool hath no 
joy; for a fool is a grief to his father, and bitter- 
ness to her that bare him. But neither a faithful 
ambassador, nor the incorruptible seed of divine 
truth, nor Zion s prolific womb, can ever be the 
origin or fountain of such monstrous productions ; 
witness Judas, who sprung up under the ministry 
of the everlasting Father himself, and who got 
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first offspring, and had part of the inheritance 
SEimong the brethren, and part of the double ho- 
nour due to her most renowned sons. He was an 
apostle and purse-bearer to the King of kittgs; he 
had gifts of prayer, preaching, working miracles, 
and casting out devils,- but no grace r " He took 
part of this ministry with us," saith Peter ; but 
from this he by transgression fell; ai alt wiH whose 
hearts are not established with grace. " For 
strong men sliall utterly fall;'' but he that hath 
life and a gift shall have more abundance ; but he 
that hath not life, but a gift, it shall be taken 
away from him, even that which he bath. If the 
Prince of Peace give a gift to a bond servant, it 
shall be his to the year of jubilee, or as long as the 
fleshly joy of his natural affections lasts ; bat 
when he gets umler the legal laslies of law and 
conscience, cursing him for his' hypocrisy, it shall 
then return to the Prince, as the talent of Judas did 
to Christ, and from Christ to Matthias; but if the 
Prince of Peace give a gift to one of his sons, it 
shall be his sons for them, for them to enjoy, and 
it shall be tlieir inheritance for evermore, for such 
shall have more abundance, Ezek. xlvi. 16. 17; 
more abundant life, more grace, more strength, 
more light, and the abundance of peace, so long 
as the moon endures. 

I thanked God, with all my heart, that ano- 
ther brand is plucked from the fire; one more 
olive-berry left upon the uppermost bough; one 
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iriofe cluster with a blessing it if ; One more e^r of 
corn in the valley of Rephaim, as the firstfruits? 
6f God's creatures, eveii firstfruits unto God 
and the Lamb. Bless God thou art among 
the children that God hath given to bur Zion since 
we lost the others, I mean the mixt multitude that 
fell a lusting, Numb. xi. 4; these seem to be whis- 
pering in our ears; the place b tocf strait for 
us, make room for us that we may dwell; and my 
answer is, Come in, thou blessed of the Lord/ why 
^tandest thou without; the oxen and the failings 
are killed, and all things are ready, cope ye to the' 
marriage. Wisdom cries, and Understanding puti^ 
forth her voice; she hath furnished* her table, and 
bid her guests, Come, eat of my bread, and drinfc 
of the wine which I have mingled: and may 
the Lord of lords satisfy thy soul in drought, and 
make fat thy bones; and thart thou mayest be as a 
watered garden, and as springs of water whose 
waters fail not, is the hearty prayer and earnest 
desire of, 

Dear Son, 

Thine affectionate father in the faith, 
and love of the gospel of Christ Jesus, 

W. H. S. 3. 



END OP THE THIRTEENTH VOLUME. 



T. Bensley, Printer, 
fiplt Court, Fltet Stroet, Loncfon. 
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